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CPS shake-up 

Reforms will bring more cases to court 


After 10 hours, 45 minutes ... ! WdfarG W&P 

puts France 
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DONALD MACINTYRE 

Baiitical Editor 

The Government is plannin g 
major reforms of the Crown. 
Prosecution Service. to quell 
police frustration and criticism 
from victims over the rising 
number of prosecutions 
dropped before they reach 
court. 

In a significant change of pol- 
icy, Sir Nicholas LyeC the A t- 
forney General, has un dertake n 
an int ernal review of the CPS's 
functions and is shortly to put 
proposals to ministers designed 
to improve public confidence in 
the agency. 

Among the changes ministers 
will consider are: basing some 
CPSJawyers at major police sta- 
tions; a relaxation of the **51 per 
cent chance of conviction'’ rule 
that the CPS uses in deriding - 
whether to pursue cases; and 
giving tire police a mechanism , 
by which they can cfaalleigc 
CPS derisions not to pursue 
prosecutions. ; 

The plans will be^seen ay a 
further sign Of the Govern- 
ments detenninab on ta secure 
itslawaiidorrferptatfmm iblfae 
ron-up to tte geneFaf ekctjc^ - 
and aro hkefy lo meei ; 

rtiohg jappr oval .tit TMBcfiiel" 
Howard, tab Home Secretary. - 

The reforms akofollow con- 
sistent pressure: Tor ^several 
months from Jack Straw, the ’ 
Shadow HomeSecrefary, forh 
full-scale review of the CPS to ■ 
deal with what Mr Straw ■ 
claimed ina speechtothe Po- 


lice Federation in May was a 
‘'crisis of confidence in the 
criminal justice system.” 
Although at omdallevel the 
Association of Chief Police Of- 
ficers has continued to stress its 1 
dose working relationship with 
the CPS, there have been wide- 
spread unofficial complaints 


police offers both over the “dis- 
continuance” of prosecutions 
and what they see as a tenden- 
cy by the CPS. to “play safe” by 
commuting original police 
charges to lesser ones. 

There have been complaints 
from police officers and victims 
about a CPS practice - some- 
times nuetum for guilty pleas 
on the part of the defendant - 
to to change wounding charges 
to the lesser one of Actual 
BodDy Harm and Actual Bod- 
. iJy Hann charges to those of 
'Common Assanh. 

; The Attorney disclosed in the 
.Commons yesterday that he 
whs already working on plans to 
.install _■ Crown Prosecution : 
Jawyerain police stations to im- 
prove liaison, between officers 
and tim p ross a rt a ^atrtfaonties. 
Sir Nicholas said; “It is some- 
^mgwearodunldt^ about very 
Sepou^ riag eed thehhaoif, 
piaangCFS lawyers eitherin. 
police stations or adrninistratrre 
support imits or ctimesupport 
units” Such units provide the 
bact up .fdr pdhee officers 

. ^^'l^bolas adde^^O^ 
working relations between po- • 
lice and the Crown Prosecution 


Service are of the essence of fair 
and efficient prosecution.” 

But Sir Nicholas’s plan to im- 
prove liaison between police 
and prosecution; is only part of 
a wider ranging package of re- 
forms which include a greater 
flexibility in applying the rigid 
tests by which the CPS decides 
. that it has a better than even 
chance of securing conviction 
before a case goes to court 
At the same time, he is un- 
derstood to be working on pro- 
posals to allow a “second look” 
after the CPS has decided to 
drop a particular prosecution 
because it judges that h does not 
have a sufficient chance of suc- 
cess in court 

This would allow the police 
an effective right of appeal in 
cases in which it believed that 
a prosecution was fully in the 
public interest 
In his May speech to the Po- 
lice Federation Mr Straw pro- 
posed a series of changes to the 
CPS to take account of the fact 
that by 1993 the total number 
of offences had more than dou- 
bled to over 5.5 million but the 
number of people cautioned or 
convicted had fallen from 
556,000 in 1980 to 517,000. 

, Mr -Straw said last night:. 
“This is a major cluihge of 
heart by the government in re- 
sponse to public criticism and 
to Labour's proposal, the ques- 
tion is whether the Attorney 
General’s proposals wiD match 
the need for change when they 
are published.” 

Prosecutors’ ‘bias’, page 2 
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was fed to Labour 
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CHRIS BLACKHURST 

An internal British Gals mem- 
orandum containing inaccurate 
Monnation about acompetitor 
Was handed to the Labour Par- 
ty; wha* quoted fronrthe doc- 
ument under the cloak of 
pariixpientaiy privilege. 

Tlris neW revelation follows 
~ the tisefosure in jhe Independent 
yesterday .^f^ tactics being 
e mployed by Angus Maitland, 
a pubnc reJaticm^ adviser to 
British 'GaS, Inpljan rijn g out 
anonymous dpenmenis critical 
of Clare Sixstliswoode^director- 
general of the w&id^^TO^as. 

United Gas, thsvnbw; com- 
petitor to British Ga^ caDedlast 
night for “Olgas oe ahEmi^v^ 
the Department of Tfade t M 
Industry, to launch an 
vestjgation to esiab^r boflV:, 
the source of, and the.ai^wrv 
ity behind, this anonymootf ma- 
terial We also reserve all our 
rights to legal redress and we 
wiD be considering our position 
further.” 


IX BRIEF 


Swafec bonanza 

More than 1,600 staff at Swalec, 
the South Wales electricity dis- 
tributor. will make a £ 21 , 00 Q-a- 
head profit on share options in 
the wake of un agreed £872m 
takeover front Cardiff-based 
utility, Welsh Water. Page 21 


-The company said it bad 
been concerned for some time 
about attempts to discredit it. 
Roger Throer, managing direc- 
tor of Unhed. said: “we deplore 
this kfnd of cowardly behaviour. 

- If other companies, or other 
peisons retained by those com- 
panies, wish to raise allega- 
tions about United Gas, they 
should' do 1 so. openly rather 
than 'in this covert fashion.” 

United was particularly con- 
cerned about references in the 
Commons in March by Jack 
Cunningham, then Shadow 
Hade and Industry Secretary, 

that TransCo. the distribution 
arm of British Gas, was “hav- 
ing problems with United, 
which is not paying its bills”. 

Mr Cunningh^ was quoting 
. directly from, a memorandum 
.prepared for a meeting of 
-British Gas's public relations 

- team, headed by Peter San- 
• gometli, the company’s public 
1 affeirxdirector. The memo set 

- 6h| a lnndtole of “events/an- 
H(mnaments”affectipgtbfcPR 


machine. Against the entry 
foreariy January 1995 was writ- 
ten; “TransCo will have a prob- 
lem with United, who are not 
paying their bQls." 

United was stung by the re- 
marks, which it said were com- 
pletely unjustified. It told Dr 
Cunningham that the problem 
was of TransCo's own making, 
because the British Gas sub- 
sidiary had been performing 
badly, and its customers, in- 

withjjoid cash until the prob- 
lems bad been resolved. 

British Gas’s rival compared 
. the charge to the “dirty tricks” 
campaign waged by British Air- 
ways which made unfounded al- 
legations of non-payment of 
h ills against its upstart chal- 
lenger, Virgin Atlantic. 

In his reply to United’s com- 
plaint, Dr Cunningham sug- 
gested United take it up directly 
with British Gas. 

Margaret McKinJay, bead of 
compliance at British Gas. wrote 

TURN TO PAGE 2 
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MARTIN JOHNSON 

Johannesburg 

England's cricket team, not fa- 
mous for too many famous vic- 
tories in recem years, at least 
managed to pull off a famous 
draw yesterday. Michael Ather- 
ton, the captain, and Jack Rus- 
sell, the wicketkeeper, batted 
throughout most of the final day 
to deny South Africa in Johan- 
nesburg, and keep the five- 
match series level at 0-0 with 
three Tests still to play. 

Atherton, making his ninth 
Test match century, batted right 
through the final Jay for his best 
score for England, his heroic 
182 not out spanning ten and 
three-quarter hours in all. 
Atherton was on the field with- 


out a break from Friday after- 
noon right np until the end of 
the game last night. 

Russell, who not so long ago 
spent a long period out of the 
side because of his perceived de- 
ficiencies as a batsman, joined 
his captain in what appeared to 
be a hopeless cause with half of 
England’s second innings wick- 
ets gone and nearly five hours 
of the match still remaining. 
Russell was almost entirely 
strokeless for his 25 not out. but 
was still there at close of play. 

Atherton’s performance, rat- 
ed by his manager Raymond 
Illingworth as “one of the great 
Test innings" and by the South 
African coach Bob WooLmer as 
“brilliant”, ranked as a rear- 
guard action alongside Dennis 


A miss's 2b2 not out (nine 
hours) in Jamaica in 1974, and 
David Gower’s 154 not out 
(nearly eight hours) on the 
same ground in 1981. 

England, who began the final 
day written off at 1 67 for 4. Inst 
onjy the wicket of Robin Smith 
before finishing at 351 for 5. A 
crowd of 14.0(H) had turned up 
in anticipation of a South 
African victory, hut mast had 
disappeared Jong before the 
end. 

England have a long history 
of losing early matches and 
failing to come back in Test se- 
ries, but now have a psycho- 
logical advantage before the 
final three games in Durban, 
Port Elizabeth and Cape Town. 

Report, scorecard, page 28 


Lottery cash may fund new plays 



Fifteen years after-lhe sinking 
.of the 90^)00- tonne Derbyshire, 
Britain’s largest meichant navy 
loss, a £2m imdetwater investi- 
gation info the disaster is to be 
mounted. Page 2 


Very cold across the UK, with 
snow setting in some eastern 
areas. Section Tfw, page 21 


I DAVID LISTER ' ‘ ' r 

Arts Corespondent 

Flans to fund new operas, plays, 
pain tings and ballets with mon- 
ey from the National tottery are 
being considered ty Virgma 
Bottom! ey, the Secretary of 
State for National Heritage. 

Such changes, which would 
not need fegfaJation, could fare 
the bizarre result of pubBdy 
funded companies commis- 
sioning wealthy playwrights 
such as Harold Pinter or.Tbm 
Stoppard out of lottery takings, 
as well as helping straggling 
artists in need of a lifeline. 


They would also benefit 
Aonty and drama students on 
discretionary grants who have 
been hit hard by local authori- 
ty cuts in recent years. 

While these alterations to the 
lottery might find favour in the 
arts world they would risk 
charges of Elitism elsewhere, 

and questions as to why painters 

aw? playwrights should not take 
tharr rhances in the marketplace 
with everyone else. Students 
who are not on art courses will 
alto want a share of totteiy mon- 
ey to help boost their grants. 

- The Arts Council chairman, 
Lord Gowrie, is determined to 


press Mrs Bouomley for more 
help for the arts from the lot- 
tery. At present lottery funds are 

intended mainly for capital pro- 
jects such as new buildings. He 
yvQI urge that this be extended 
to new work such as plays and 
operas on the grounds that 
these are just as much new cre- 
ations as buildings- 

He wiD also argue that there 
is hide point in giving lottery 
money to new buildings when 
the council, after a casn cut of 
£5m, cannot afford to fund the 
work going on inside them. 

Arts Council officials are 
currently having discussions 


with civil servants from the De- 
partment of National Heritage 
on extending the lottery . 

An Arts Council insider said 
that both sides were united in 
warning to extend the scope of 
the lottery to commission new 
work. The source confirmed 
that this could indeed mean lot- 
tery money being used to com- 
mission new work from 
established writers such as Pin- 
ter and Stoppard, but the main 
thrust would be towards com- 
panies commissioning new, 
young artists. 

Mrs Bottomley was disap- 
pointed with Treasury cuts to tie 


arts and last week publicly em- 
phasised “the need to invoi in 
people". 

Giving bursaries to dance 
and drama students is being 
seen as one way of investing in 
people and the National Her- 
itage Secretary has also said that 
the lottery needs to help the 
young. 
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MARY DEJEVSKY 

Paris 

The French government was. at- 
tempting id stand firm last 
night as it braced for a new and 
possibly decisive day nl na- 
tional protest today against its 
proposed welfare reforms. 

After an emergency cabinet 
meeting the government 
spokesman, .Main Lamassoure. 
said the authorities were de- 
termined to carry out reforms, 
especially an overhaul of the 
welfare system. 

Power workers, hospital staff 
and Ji «rry drivers joined the na - 
lionwidc strikes against the re- 
form of France's 50-year-old 
welfare system yesterday. Today 
tens, maybe hundreds, of thou- 
sands of workers, students and 
trade union activists are ex- 
pected to join a protest march 
along the right bank of the Seine 
in central Paris while, at the Na- 
tional Assembly on the left 
bank, the Prime Minister, Alain 
Jupptl, will mount his first ma- 
jor defence of his reforms since 
the protests began. 

Mr Juppe will answer a mo- 
tion of censure tabled bv the op- 
position Socialist group in the 
National Assembly, breaking a 
silence on the reforms that has 
become deafening in recent 
days. Although there is no risk 
of the censure motion being 
passed - the Opposition parties 
combined have barely 20 per 
cent of parliamentary seats - the 
occasion gives the Prime Min- 
ister, and the government, a 
chance to gauge the strength of 
parliamentary opposition to 
their programme. 

Speaking in the west African 
staLe of Benin on Sunday 
evening, in a section of an ad- 
dress which was immediately re- 
broadcasl in France, President 
Jacques Chirac, insisted that the 
choice of reform rather than 
“fatalism” was his, and that he 
would stand by it. Mr Chirac's 
intervention, believed to have 
been co-ordinated with Mr Jup- 
pe, provided the Prime Minis- 
ter with urgently needed 


support, but it also appeared to 
exclude the President from the 
mediating role some have said 
hi.- should take should the 
crisis worsen. 

Yesterday, with new groups of 
workers joining, or threatening 
to join, the strike and today's 
demonstration almost hourly, 
the government made its Gist at- 
tempt to limit the effects of the 
strikes on those who are still 
working. It hired 1.71)0 coach- 
es to transport commuters from 
Paris suburbs into the capital 
and home again in (he evening, 
and a boat service to connect the 
eastern and western extremities 
uf the citv centre. 
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However, fewer than 400 
coaches were available for the 
morning rush hour, which 
meant renewed traffic jams 
morning and evening. With SO 
per cent of postal sorting offices 
now on strike, a few regions set 
up emergency services, but the 
country remained paralysed. 

The national rail service re- 
mains at a standstill, as does lo- 
cal public transport in Fbris and 
several other cities. Airline 
workers again occupied the 
runways at Orly airport yester- 
day, blocking domestic air traf- 
fic for several hours. 

France in Revolt, 
pages 10 and 11 
Hamisti McRae, page 22 


England’s heroes: Michael Atherton, left, who resisted the South African bowlers for 
645 minutes, leaving the field with Jack Russell after the pair had saved the second 
Test In Johannesburg Photograph: Laurence Griffiths / Empics 

...he was still there at the end 
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Maritime mystery: Victims' families hope truth will finally be established 15 years after ship sank in Pacific 

New inquiry into loss of ‘Derbyshire’ 


CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 
Transport Correspondent 

A £2m underwater investigation 
is to be mounted 15 years alter 
the sinking of the 90, 000-tonne 
Derbyshire, Britain’s largest 
merchant navy loss, in an effort 
to ascertain the cause of the 
disaster. 

Hie decision by Sir George 
Young, Secretary of State for 
Transport, to mount the expe- 
dition was made after he read 
a report by the former Master 
of the Rails, Lord Donaldson, 
into the loss of the ship, pub- 
lished yesterday. Lord Don- 
aldson argues that the need for 
the inquiry is “compelling” be- 


cause of the widespread impli- 
cations for seafarers in the 400 
bulk carriers now sailing the 
world. Between 1980 and 1994. 
149 bulk carriers have been lost 
with the deaths of 1444 sea- 
farers, including nine losses 
with 123 deaths last year. 

The decision is a vindication 
of a 15-year battle by the fam- 
ilies of the 44 who died on the 
ship and by international trade 
unions to reopen the inquiry 
into the loss of the Derbyshire, 
which was carrying iron ore. 
They have argued that the sink- 
ing points to basic structural de- 
sign flaws and last year the 
International Transport Work- 
ers Federation paid £400,000 for 


an underwater investigation of 
the ship which lies 4,100 metres 
(13,45 1ft) down in the Pacific off 
Japan. Pictures taken during 
that expedition led to Lord 
Donaldson's inquiry. 

Lord Donaldson expressed 
the hope that the expedition 
could take place next spring be- 
cause of his fears for the “sailors 
put at risk” if it cannot be 
prepared in time. 

A previous inquiry into the 
loss, in 1985-86, was felt to have 
been a whitewash because while 
its leaked draft conclusion sug- 
gested that the accident was 
caused by a structural failure, 
thz final version merely said that 
no cause could be ascertained 


When a sister ship of the Dtr- 
byshire, the Kowloon Bridge , 
sank with suspicions that it had 
similar structural faults to those 
on the Derbyshire the inquiry 
was reopened but it found that 
“the Derbyshire was probably 
overwhelmed by the forces of 
nature in Typhoon Orchid”. 
Renewed attempts to reopen 
the inquiry were rejected by 
the then transport secretary, 
Malcolm Rifltind, in 1991. 

Although the trade union 
expedition found the fore sec- 
tion of the ship, the aft part has 
not yet been found Lord Don- 
aldson said that if the new ex- 
pedition discovered it well 
separated from the aft, “say five 


kilometres”, then structural 
break-up was the Hkdy cause of 
what is one the “great unex- 
plained mysteries” of the sea. 

Lord Donaldson identified 
three possible causes of the sink- 
ing: structural failure at Frame 
65, which is dose to the engine 
room and crew accomruodatioii; 
the failure of fire front hatch 
cover under pressure from 
waves; or corrosion, which in a 
four-year-old ship, would have 
serious implications. 

Lord Donaldson said no sig- 
nificant design changes had 
been made to bulk carriers 
since the accident. 

Hatch covers now. as when 
the Derbyshire was built, were 



The ‘Derbyshire’ was lost with the cost of 44 Bvos 


designed to withstand a less- 
fhan 6ft head of water, wherc- 
as in severe conditions pressures 
could be much greater. 

Lord Donaldson said: “I per- 


Question of justice: Crown prosecutor complains of ‘undue pressure' by officers 


accused 


trials on 


STEPHEN WARD 

Legal Affairs Correspondent 

Chuck Nduka-Eze s experience 
illustrates the day-to-day con- 
flicts between the police and the 
Crown Prosecution Service over 

which cases to take to trial. 

Until this summer he worked 
asa senior Crown prosecutor in 
London, bringing cases to Bow 
Street magistrates' court He left 
his job after a row which brought 
to a bead his concerns that the 
GPS was too often taking the po- 
lice’s word for it that a prose- 
cution was sound, and was not 




“The CPS was set up to give 
an independent assessment of 
cases, away from the police. We 
have to deride two thrn^: there 
must be a 'realistic prospect of 
conviction and it must be in the 
public interest to go ahead. 
Those are judgements we are 
supposed to make, not the po- 
lice,” he said. 

“The police don’t care. Their 
view is: ‘This man has done h. 
Let’s get him into court’." 

He accepts that there has to 
be give and take with the police, 
in the pressured circumstances 
of a magistrates’ court. 

The advice in his office was: 
“Best keep on the right side of 
the police”, and there was pres- 
sure on him to be “a good team 
player", he said. 

“By law I should be allowed 
say I was not happy with any 
case. That was my role." 

He said different CPS office 
bosses took different views of 
their relationship with the police. 
Some backed their prosecutors 
more than others when they 
complained of undue pressure. 
He contends that his boss did not 
back him early adequately. 

Mr Nduka-Eze, 32. a banis- 
ter, has now returned to the Bar 
and is suing the CPS for breach 
of contract and taking his case to 
an industrial tribunal claiming 
that he was forced out of his job 
after resisting police pressure to 
bend the rules. The CPS has said 
it intends to defend the cases 
strenuously but would not com- 
ment on details of the allegations. 

Mr Ndukc-Eze described a 
case late last year which he says 
illustrates the way police can 
wrest control from’ prosecutors. 

When the case of a man 
charged with assault and living 
off immoral earnings came up 
at Bow Street, a constable from 
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in front of tanks. Any landmine children abducted in Peshawar, main in council care. 


Algerian exile ‘facing 
death by deportation’ 



Chuck Nduka-Eze: Says the CPS is not independent enough Photograph: David Sandison 


the Vice Squad mined up too 
late for him to see the papers, 
but offered to go into the wit- 
ness box to say the man was dan- 
gerous and there was a risk of 
harm to the woman. He refused, 
and said he needed time to 
make up his own mind. Within 
minutes an inspector arrived to 


pm pressure on him. Eventually, 
he had to to along with the sug- 
gestion, and the police got the 
remand in custody they wanted. 

When he later saw the papers, 
be found the woman bad no 
convictions for prostitution, and 
the couple had three children 
and had been living together for 


13 years with no allegations to 
the police for violence. 


The police complained for- 
mally about Mr Nduke-Eze, 
and although his version of 
events was eventually accepted 
by his boss, David Atkins, he 
was later transferred to duties 
in a different area. 


Gas smear was fed to Labour 


FROM PAGE ONE 
to United explaining that the 
company could not be respon- 
sible for Dr Cunningham’s 
words. She added the compa- 
ny was holding a leak inquiry . 

Dr Cunningham said last 
night that he did not get the in- 
formation on which he based his 
Commons statement “directly 
from British Gas." 


Labour joined the contro- 
versy yesterday and called for an 
inquiry by the Office of Fair 
Trading into the attacks on Ms 
Spottiswoode and United’s 
ureal of legal action. Nigel Grif- 
fiths, the party's trade and in- 
dustry spokesman, said he 
would be writing to the OFT 
and “ministers should also in- 
vestigate." 


For Che Liberal Democrats, 
Nick Harvey said: “Mr Maitland 
has done himself no favours. If 
there are criticisms to be made 
of utility regulators. let us have 
them done properly and open- 
ly.” 

A British Gas spokeswoman 
last night said the company 
was not to blame for Dr Cun- 
nighazu’s comments. “It was 


leaked. United took it up with 
us and we have given them a full 
account and apologised." 

Responding to the article in 
yesterday's Independent about 
Mr Maitland’s activities, the 
spokeswoman said: “There is no 
smear campaign emanating 
from the offices of British Gas, 
and to suggest such a thing is 
nonsense." 


PETER VICTOR 

An Algerian former policeman 
married to a British woman is 
today being deported to face 
what his friends fear is certain 
death. 

Horine Dib, 29, who has 
lived in Britain for the last two 
years, was due to be deported 
by British immigration author- 
ities at 6am today on the 
grounds that he is an illegal im- 
migrant. His pleas for political 
asylum have been ignored, de- 
spite mass murder ami tenor in 
his home country. 

In the past three yearn, 40,000 
people have beat lolled in Al- 
giers: some 50 people get mur- 
dered every night. The GIA 
(Armed Islamic Group) in Al- 
geria specifically targets po- 

with linkTtoto'wesL T^heTt^ 
tfaorities have killed in cold 
blood peepte they select of s^>- 
porting the fundamentalists. 

Mr Dib’s wife, Rfiti, a teacher; 
smd after visiting him yesterday 
at Rochester prison: “I now 
have the choice between losing 
my busbaiKi or kaving my moth- 
er behind to live in a country the 

Home Office says is too dan- 
gerous for Britons to visit 

Mr Dib arrived in Britain in 
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Hocine DHk ‘Could be in 
danger from either side’ 

September 1993 on a tourist visa 
and applied for asylum. The 
couple married a year later. The 
Home Office said because he 
arrived as a tourist and then 
claimed asylum he was auto- 
matically an illegal immigr ant. 

The couple went through 
the usual immigration formal- 
ities. Last June after a joint in- 
terview with the immigration 
service they were told to be cau- 
tiously optimistic. Last week, Mr 
Dib was summoned by the 


Home Office for an immigra- 
tion “interview". On arrival he 
was arrested, told he would be 
deported and taken to South- 
wark police station and then 
Heathrow Airport. 

Mrs DCb said: “He could be 
in danger from either side. The 
extremists are still dangerous 
and the police might want to ‘in- 
terview’ him because he de- 
serted his post. 

“He only joined the police be- 
cause he liked detective work. 
People arrive in Algiers and 
don't even make it through 
customs.” 

The couple's lawyer is now 
considering applying for a ju- 
dicial review. A Home Office 
spokesman said he would not 
discuss individual cases. 

■ A Home Office minister yes- 
terday defended plans to send 
a democracy activist back to 
Nigeria. Abiodnn Igbiuidu 
claims be faces persecution and 
torture at bemm, where nine hu- 
man rights campaigners, in- 
cluding the writer Ken 
Saro-Wwa, were executed last 
month. ■ Immigration miniwer 
Ann Widdecombe said: “Obvi- 
ously we simply can’t say that 
anyone in Nigeria who fc disaf- 
fected with the regime can just 
come here ina blanket way." 


in hkh:f 


serially find fins quite aston- 
ishing, whether or not it is es- 
tablished that this was the 
cause, or a contributory cause, 
of the loss." 



Labour acts ovfer 
‘problem’ council 

Labour’s National Executive 
Committee has intervened to 
knock heads together in the 
“fraught" ruling Labour group 
on Hacknev council, in north 
London, fofiowfag its rancorous 
split eariier this year, it was re- 
vealed yesterday. 

“The problem is an unwill- 
ingness of some councillors to 
take tough decisions." said a 
Labour spokesman, citing the 
reluctance to dose the under- 
performing Hackney Downs 
school. “Every suggestion for 
inflirmg cuts is voted down by 
one coalition or another." 

Since leader JohnMcGafledy 
was ousted in May, Labour has 
been worried a local difficulty 
could escalate into a national 
ft irihaTra^atifiTiI. The derision to 
intervene, taken by the NEC last 
week but not publicised, fol- 
lowed a request from new coun- 
cil leader, Nick Thllentire. 

‘Mad cow' row 

Professor Jeffrey Almond, 
chairman of the independent 
Spongiform Encephalopathy 
Advisory Committee, a working 
group investigating mad cow 
diseme, condemned Ministry of 
Agriculture cuts at one of the 
main centres investigating the 
disease. The loss of £330,000 at 
the Neuropathogenesis Unit, in 
Edinburgh, which will cost up 
to 15 of SOjobs, is “scandalous’’ 
and “crazy”, he said. 

Mitchell sets date 

J The first hearings of theinter- 
nationa] body dealing with the 
decommissioning of IRA and 
Legalist paramilitary weapons, 
chairedby US Senator George 
Mitchell, were set for 15 to 18 
of this month. 

Girl’s £JL7m award 

A brain-damaged girl was 
awarded £1.7m after a High 
Court judge watched a “mov- 
ing” video of her and her moth- 
er. West London Hammersmith 
and Queen Charlotte’s Hospi- 
tal Special Health Authority ad- 
mitted negligence in their care 
of Maiireen Helliwell hours 
before the birth in 1987 of her 
daughter Elizabeth, now eight, 
who suffered cerebral palsy. 

Union turns left 

Davey Hall, a candidate backed 
fay the left, was elected leader 
of the Amalgamated Engi- 
neering and Electrical Union, 
one of the Labour Parly's 
biggest and most right-wing af- 
filiates. Mr Hall, 44, an o: 
from Time and Wear, beat the 
official right-wing candidate by 
74,060. votes to 50,564 in a 
postal ballot on a turnout of 28 
per cent. He takes over from BtO 
Jordan in the New Year. • 

Man's head pierced 

A factory worker who pulled a 
superheated steel rod out of his 
head with his hands after an ac- 
ddent in 1991 was awarded an 
estimated £lm damages after 
the High Court was told he was 
now a “helpless nobody". An 85- 
metre-long bar, heated to be- 
tween 500 and 700C went right 
through 28-year-old Kelvin 
Page’s skull after it shot off a 
coolhig bed at Co Steel UK fac- 
tory in Sheerness, Kent. He suf- 
fered severe brain damage. The 
firm did not dispute liability. 

Divorce vote appeal 

The Dublin High Court gave the 
chairman of the Anti-Divorce 
Campaign, former senator Des 
Hanafin, leave to appeal against 
the result of last month's Irish 
divorce referendum. He main- 
tained it was passed only after 
“unlawful ana unconstitution- 
al” use of public funds to pro- 
mote a pro-divorce victory. 
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REBECCA FOWLER 

of David Ashby, the 
Tory MP, made obscene phone 

Calls tO a nmohhnnv i 


wife ‘made obscene calls to neighbour 


ralr with her husband, it was _ 
claimed in court yesterday. 

Dr Ciaran Kildnfl; 32, who 
hved in the flat beneath. Mr. 
Adlib’s tolda Hbdjiiry drat fol- 
lowing the collapse of her mar- 
riage Sflvana Ashby, 53, left at 
*wst three abtuareibessages on 

his answering machin e in 
October 1993,- before he 
changed his telephone number. 

“The gist ofthe messages was 
I had been having a homosex- 
ual affair,” Dt Kiiduff said. 
- _ 


it was just a tirade of obsceni- 
ties.'’ 

■ Dr KSduff was giving evi- 
dence in the second week of die 
Ebel case brought against the 
: Sunday Times and its former ed- 
rtor, Andrew Neil, by Mr Ash- 
by over allegations that he is a 
homosexual 

Although Mr Ashby has 


Kilduff cm a trip to France to 
save money, he denies the news- 
paper’s allegations, and both he 
and Dr Klduff deny they were 
physically intimate. 

Dr Kiiduff, who spoke in a 
soft Irish accent, dismissed the 
aDegation as “nonsense". Dr 
Kiiduff had agreed to the 
French trip, provided it was 


carefully budgeted, because he 
believed Mr Ashby was. de- 
pressed by a furious argument 
with his wife over Christmas 
1993. 

Mrs Ashby allegedly arrived 
at their flat in Putney, south- 
west London, on Christmas 
Eve 1993, after Mr Ashby re- 
fused her invitation to Christ- 
mas lunch because he had 
arranged to spend it with Dr KB- 
duff. 

Dr Kiiduff denied that Mrs 
Ashby had seen Mr Ashby put 
his arm around him through the 
kitchen window, where he was 
preparing a salad supper. He 
said she caused a commotion 
and eventually he had to call the 
police. 




'-air vr 1 -.' 



David Ashby and his daughter Alexandra 

“Her behaviour was ab- Kiiduff. who was working with 
soluteiy bizarre. I certainly psychiatric patients at the time, 
hadn't seen anything like it “She was in a complete fren- 
outskie my work place," said Dr zy. She wasn't making any sense 


... she then proceeded to go into 
hi« stud;, and sum ripping the 
walipaper off the wall." 

Dr. Kiiduff travelled to 
France with Mr Ashby in the 
new year. On the second day 
they" went tn Agincouri in 
north-west Franeeand then to 
the nearby Chateau Tilque ho- 
tel. Dr Kiiduff accepted a dou- 
ble room which he said he 
expected to be twin-bedded. 

~Wc went into the room and 
somewhat to my surprise it 
w asn't twin-bedded, it had one 
very large double bed." Dr Kii- 
duff said, although he later 
added he was used to sharing a 
bud with his brothers as a child 
because he had so many siblings. 

“Anvwav the fact was we 


were there. It had been a long 
cold day. I don't think we were 
in the mood tn go traipsing back 
down to say this isn't good 
enough." 

Mr Ashby's daughter also 
gave evidence yesterday. 
Alexandra Ashby, 27, described 
her parents' tormented mar- 
riage, and said she felt forced 
to support her father in the ease 
against her mother's claims, 
although she loved them 
“deeply" and “equally 

As Mr and Mrs Ashby sat at 
separate ends of the court- 
room. Miss .Ashby portrayed 
their frequent fights in which 
her mother, prone io "exag- 
geration and invention", ac- 
cused her father of both 


homosexual and heterosexual 
affairs. 

Among those her mother 
named were a male parlia- 
mentary researcher, a male 
hamster friend, and a woman 
from his constituency, Leices- 
tershire North West. 

Mis*. Ashby also .said her 
mother had accused her of be- 
ing a lesbian when she was 15 
because she shared a changing 
booth with a girlfriend on an pri- 
vate Italian beach during a 
family holiday. 

“I don't know what provoked 
her." Miss Ashby said. “She 
made a big scene in front of all 
my friends on the beach. It was 
terrible." 

The case continues. 


Good Morning and bad blood: Presenter’s husband enters fray over ailing show with attack on BBC’s production values 


w cosy cnacs on 
sofa turned into 
laytime drama 
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MARIANNE MACDONALD 
Media Correspondent 

Hie cosy image olGoodMom- 
'mgwtthAnrieandNidcv^yes- 
terday shattered by accusations 
of feminism and. political cor- 


But the presenters are not to 
blame, according to. Mike 
Hollingsworth, Anne Dia- 
mond's husband and a former 
editor of the programme. Zn an 
attack that will do little to en- 
dear his wife to staft he claimed 


rectness in a (xmfroncation wor- yesterday that her opinions 
thy of any daytime soap opera, were ignored by the production 


. The row involved Anne “Di- 
amond, her husband, her edi- 
tor and the senior executive in 
charge of the show in a dis- 
agreement which proved that 
the knives were out behind the 
famous sofas. 

Disagreement has been sim- 
mering for months, fuelled by 
rumours from BBC sources 
that the show - co-hosted by 
Nick Owen -was to be axed af- 
ter steadily losing viewers to TJrir 
Morning, its slicker ITV rival 
fronted by Jody Flanigan and 
Richard Made ley. 

The ITV show pulls in 1.9 
milli on viewers and plaudits 
for its sharpness, sexual chem- 
istry and humour, while Good 
Mornmghasbceo struggling to . 
keep 800,000 viewers mine face 
of accusalionstliat rtis more in- 
terested m knitting patterns 
than peopte^ c:. i- .i -. t 


team, tbat'she bad objected to 
the appointment of the pro- 
gramme’s editor, and that as a 
presenter she was treated as 
“the lowest of the low”. 

He also Mamed Rod NatldeL 
die executive in overall charge 
Of Good Morning, for refusing 
to clarify “a very ambiguous 
statement”, about the pro- 
gramme’s future - presumably 
to “ generate insecurity”. 

But Mr HoDingswcntb re- 
served the most ire for the pro- 
. gramme editor- 1essaFmch, a 
former Express gpssip columnist 
whom he hired as a researcher 
. arid wbo succeeded him when he 
left the show two years ago. 

. . .“Shebasnorbiagmromznoii 
with the viewers,” he said - de- 
scribing herns one of a breed 
of “cokLpohtically cotrect, am- 
bitious” young managers. Mr 


tomshecT to learn she had been 
given the job after Ms Diamond 
and Mr Owen “said quite clear- 
ly sbe was not the right person". 

He added: “Anne and Nick 
have tried their besL I have 
watched it and I have felt so 
helpless because 1 could see 
what was happening. They were 
being asked to introduce items 
that had no relevance to their 
viewing audience." 

His outburst follows mouths 
of troubled relations between 
Ms Diamond and her bosses. In 
the summer sbe went into the 
eoiporation's black books for in- 
sisting on a four-day week in or- 
der to spend more time with ber 
children. She got her way, but 
it cannot have helped the pro- 
gramme’s Jong-term chances 
at a time when it was being out- 
stripped by its ITV rival 
The words of Andy Allan, 
chief executive of Carlton TV 
hang ominously in the memo- 
ry. He has accused both morn- 
ing programmes of being part 
of daytime scheduling which was 
the equivalent of a “flotation 
tank where yon are able to re- 
lax by being robbed of all sen- 
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Hofimgswortb'said fee was “as- «ory experience". '’ 


Prime time: John Major being fittervfewed by Anne and Nick on their morning show earlier this year 


Photograph: News Team 


How the stars comparein the sofa wars 
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zJfjXJJZ have a lot in common - 
e both jtivvdvisAriw on a theme. 


Goocf Mornaig, BBC1 


and Schard 


araJ Mck 



also about E250POO each 


Pebble MB. Briningham 


they're married to other people 


<•« man thw narihiBcl as the male haH of BritaWs 
most romantic couple was a bisexual vrtx> fancied 
■Arnold -Schwarzenegger 



COLIN BROWN 

Chief Political Correspondent 

A future role for the Prince of 
Wales will be dscussed aloi^g 
with a role for hfe estranged wife 
tonight at an audience at Buck- 
ingham Palace between the 
Queen and the Prime Minister- 
prince Orarles has under- 
lined his disappointment in the 
past with the ftdhne ofthe De- 
partment .of Oh»de and Indus- 
try to use him more effectively 
in selling Britain and British 

products abroad. 

Ministers are opposed to giv- 
ing the Princess of Wales any 
diplomatic role abroad, in spite 
of the apparent success of ner 
visit to Argentina, until her re- 
lationship with the Pnnce of 
’Whies has been clarified. She K 

under pressure either torestMvo 

her differences or to agree to 
move towards an early divorce. 

mini sters are nervous 
about is they don’t want the 

■ •" — a role now 


. Minister*} and die ftbee- de- 
scribed tythe Princess as “the 
enemy* - are. keen to give 
her a vrider roJe, providing 
die accepts the disriplxne such 
responatdhfy brin^L 

TbemoveKcsrtaintobcseen 
as an anenmtty theJPaface and 
prince Charles’s associates toa- 
lence the Princess-andend the 



disclosures about her extra- 
marital affair, and her views 

- ■■ - TV . 


— - — — — — “rtr 

.. John Major and the Queen 
are also likely to touch on the 
future of the Royal Yacht Bri- 
tannia. which is to be sold off' 
The Mniistiy of Defence no 
longer wants to support n re- 
placement, but the DTI values 

ilas a centre to promote British 

business and exports, and min- 
isters are trying to secure pri- 
vate investment for a more 
cost-effective RpyaJ Yacht. 

■ The Queen Mother, 95; left 
hospital yesterday 18 days after 
her successful mp ooeranoii. 


‘A grisly rribefare erf fawning and fumbfin&.a cackhanded 
SNarrisa in sponsored time- wasting" - Crag Brown, the 
Sunday Times 


Battered wife 
appeal begins 


HEATHER MILLS 

Home Affairs Correspondent 

Sara Thornton, a cause c£l&bre 
for battered women, yesterday 
began a second Court of Appeal 
attempt to overturn her con- 
viction for murdering her 
drunken, violent husband 

Michael Mansfield QC said 
Mrs Thornton, now 38, should 
benefit from changes in both the 
law and in expert opinion, in 
relation to battered wives 
syndrome and defences to 
murder - particularly the issue 

of provocation. 

Furthermore, there was new 
evidence - stale of it available 
at her trial and not used - sup- 
porting her claims of repeated 
abuse and drunken violence at 
the bands of her husband, Mal- 
colm Thornton. Dr Max Glatt, 
a world authority cm alcoholism, 
who had treated Mr Thornton, 
had stated thauhe wives of al- 
coholics “lived op the edge of 
a volcano" and ' could easily 
snap as a result of provocation 
over a long period of time. 

Mrs Thornton, of Alhcr- 

stone. Wirwickshire, had sought 



Sara Thornton: ‘lived on 
the edge of a volcano’ 

the help of friends, ber GPand 
solicitor, the police. Alcoholics 
Anonymous and a psychiatrist 

sperialising in alcohol abuse be- 
fore she killed her husband. 
Malcohn, a former policeman, 
on 14 June 1989. With a single 
deep thrust, she fatally stabbed 
him in the stomach with a 
kitchen knife He had been call- 
ing her a whore and repeated 
his threats to kill her. 

The appeal continues today. 
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to operators 


CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

Transport Correspondent 

TTie privatisation of train ser- 
vices is in danger of foundering 

because of Qiy fears that the 

investment is too risky. 

City-investors have told the 
Independent that several bids far 
the first three sets of franchis- 
es may collapse because the fi- 
nancial teams backing them 
are worried about the high lev- 
el of risk if unforeseen events 
mean that the train company is 
unable to run services. Already 
one private company, Resur- 
gence Railways, has lost its 
preferred bidder status be cause 
it could not prove its financial 
case was sound. 

• In particular, they feel that 

Raptrkk,whk± is due to be pri- 
vatised next spring, has been giv- 
en a cushy ride and been able 
to cover itself for most of the 
risks by its contracts with the 
bain-opera ting companies. 

One City source said; ‘‘Rail 
track has bad a lot of its risk 
taken away because the Gov- 
emment'wants to ensure it can 
be sold. The access agreement 
should be renegotiated." 

Rail track Is responsible for 
the track and sign ailing. How- 
ever, under the track-access 
agreement, there is a cap on 
Rail track’s liability which means 
that the burden of any lengthy 
breakdown on the railway - 
such as a dispute or major sig- 
nalling faDure- will end up with 
the train operating company, 
rather than Railtxack, and could 
lead to massive costs for them. 

The source said; “The fi- 
nance companies are looking at 
what would happen if a bridge 
was blown away or a terrorist at- 
tack caused a total stoppage for . 
several days or weeks*' He ' 
added that he thought that a so- 
lution could be found, but . 
Rail track would have to give 
-way. . • 1 .. 

The process of rail privatisa- 
tion is unique in that govern-' 
ment subsidy is underpinning 
the whole system and therefore 
the Gty has been reluctant to . 


come forward. One bidder said; 

“The City firms all have experts 

if you waul to buy a hotel chain 
or group of Ingji-stxeet shops, 
bin .no one in die Gty knows 
anything about the rail ways." 

While many of the bidders 
have come up with innovative 
schemes to improve the rail- 
ways, they are all finding that fi- 
nance is hard to attracL- 
Candidates need around £40m 
to mount a bid for one of the 
big franchises which have 
turnovers of over £200m per 
year, and the Gty is reluctant 
to put up that sort of sum on ihe 
present arrangements -which 
seem to favour Rail track. 

The first three franchises are 
-for South West Trains, operat-. 
ing out of Waterloo; London, 
TSJbniy and Southend services, 
from Fenchurcb Street; and 
Great Western Railway, the 
Intercity service running out of 
.Paddington. 

Management buy-out 
(MBO) teams are the preferred 
bidders for the latter two, while 
Stagecoach and the manage- 
ment team, backed by Com- 
pagme Generate des Eaux are 
fighting it out for SWT How- 
ever, Resurgence Railways, the 
original preferred bidder for 
Great Western^ had to pull out 
of Che race for the franchise be- 
cause of a failure to obtain back- 
ing while the in-house GWR 
team, which had to find addi- 
tional financial backing just be- 
fore the dosing date for bids, is 
-also' now having difficulties in 



for its backers. 

The MBO team for LTS is 
also facing similar problems. 
While 'most franchises were 
supposed to be for seven years, 
ITS is trying to secure a 15-year 
deal based on providing new 
trains, but has now run into the 
same kind of financial difficul- 
ties a$ Resurgence. 

Ministers, will be. anxious to 
ensure that a way round this 
problem can be found. Other- , 
-wise its deadline of letting these 
.franchises, before .Christinas 
will not be met 


Bypass battle: Protesters draw first blood in Newbury ‘direct action’ campaign Demand 

over 
Leeson 
papers 

Stephen Pm! lard, the British 
lawyer of the disgraced futures 
trader Nick Lcc-on. has re- 
ceived a Singapore court order 
to hand over all documents 
linked to the collapse of 
baring*. Bank, legal suurces 
said yesterday. 

Mr Pollard, now back in 
London, was nut available 
yesterday fur comment. 

Lawyers for Price Water- 
house. the liquidators of Baring 

Futures i Singapore), served 
the order as ‘Mr Pollard left 
court, said a source who 
declined to be named. 

The order would allow liqui- 
dators to look at all documents 
related to Barings or related to 
deals made by Leeson. his 
wife Lisa, or Mr Pollard over 
Barings. The Singapore inquiry 
into the collapse of Barings in 
February with debts of £8A0m 
is continuing and is likely to 
widen. 

Nick Leeson was sentenced 
ti i six and a half vean; in jail on 
Saturday after pleading guilty to 
two charges oj cheating, linked 
to the bank's demise. He has 
a week to decide whether i«j 
appeal against the sentence. 

The papers and documents 
would include any that provide 
evidence of assets! contracts and 
arrangements entered into by 
either of the Leesons or their 
agents for the sole of any book, 
television, newspaper or screen 
richts. the source said. 

The high ground: Protesters swarm over a stockpile of rock in yesterday's occupation at Whatley Quarry, Somerset Photograph; Christopher Jones Under the terms of the order, 

_ Mr Pollard is required to appear 

Invaders paralyse road-stone quarry "SSS-3 

1 1 / ^ jy latedthal Leeson o >u Id earn up 

to £3m from a film about the 
Barings collapse. Leeson re- 

ANNY PENMAN land. About 50 people were force a rise in the price of vaded offices and the quarry's, that wc regret. The quarry may cemfy signed a book deal, said 

arrested. aggregate. The organisation control centre. Within 15 min- have to remain closed for an- to be worth in the region of 

he opening salvo against the The owners of the quarry, hopes that this would force tiles the quarry was shut down, other day. It's clearly the lunatic £450.1 Hit ». There have been nu- 
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irday when 500 protesters oc- a three-year direct action cam- cycled stone and concrete. A for the company, said some of others that did the damage. You of other lucrative contracts with 

ipied a superquany in the paign by Earth First! which proposed quarry extension was the demonstrators had damaged have to accept that these peo- newspapers around the world, 

fendips which is expected to objects to a proposed extension rejected last year by John Gum- machinery and computer equip- pie have a pe ml and perhaps the Meanwhile.MPsontheTfca- 

ipply aggregates for the road, to the quarry because it says it mer. ihe Environment Secre- tnent worth about £25.000. The best way of making that point sury and Civil Service Select 

Whatley Quany, near Frome may threaten the flow of water taiy. ARC has resubmitted the quarry also lost about 20.0011 is to stop production." Committee, which is to rc-open 

Somerset, was stormed at to the hot springs of Bath, 10 proposals. tonne’s of aggregate production One of the organisers, who its inquiries into Barings in 

wn by activists from Earth miles to the north, and may also The first of Ihe activists broke worth about £50.000. The did not wish to be named, said the New Year, will question 

irst!. Freedom Network and damage a nominated Euro- into the quarry about 5am and protest further stopped the he was “very satisfied" with several et-Barings executives, 

e Green Party. pean Special Area of Corner- began climbing over machinery movement of about 150 lorries the day's activities. "It was a Those most likely to be 

The quany -300ft deep and vation and Asbam Wood, a to force the operators to shut and 120 rail wagons. show of strength. It shows we called include Peter Baring, 

rvering 250 acres - is one of Site of Special Scientific it down. Another group blocked He said: “It’s not so much the can mobilise hundreds of peo- the former chairman, Andrew 

e largest In Europe and sup- Interest near to the quarry. the railway out of the quarry lost production nor the disrup- pie who arc willing to risk ar- Tuckev. and Peter Norris, the 
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DANNY PENMAN 

The opening salvo against the 
Newbury bypass was fired yes- 
terday when 500 protesters oc- 
I cupied a superquarry in the 
Mendips which is expected to 
supply aggregates for the road. 

Whatley Quany, near Frome 
in Somerset, was stormed at 
dawn by activists from Earth 
First!, Freedom Network and 
the Green Party. 

The quany - 300fi deep and 
covering 250 acres - is one of 
the largest in Europe and sup- 
plies aggregates for road 
schemes across southern Eng- 


land. About 50 people were 
arrested. 

The owners of the quany. 
ARC, have borne (he brunt of 
a three-year direct action cam- 
paign by Earth First! which 
objects to a proposed extension 
to the quany because it says it 
may threaten the flow of water 
to the hot springs of Bath, 10 
miles to the north, and may also 
damage a nominated Euro- 
pean Special Area of Conser- 
vation and Asbam Wood, a 
Site of Special Scientific 
Interest near to the quany. 

Earth First! also wants to stop 
the quarry’s expansion and so 


force a rise in the price of 
aggregate. The organisation 
hopes' that this would force 
roadbuiTders to use more re- 
veled stone and concrete. A 
proposed quarry extension was 
rejected last year by John Gum- 
mer. Lhe Environment Secre- 
tary. ARC has resubmitted the 
proposals. 

The first of Ihe activists broke 
into the quarry about 5am and 
began climbing over machinery 
to force ihe operators to shut 
it down. Another group blocked 
the railway out of the quarry 
with steel tripods erected m the 
path of the trains. Others in- 


vaded offices and the quarry's 
control centre. Within 15 min- 
utes the quarry was shut down. 

Da\id Weeks, a spokesman 
for the company, said some of 
the demonstrators had damaged 
machinery and computer equip- 
ment worth about £25,000. The 
quarry also lost about 20.000 
tonnes of aggregate production 
worth about £50.000. The 
protest further stopped the 
movement of about 150 lorries 
and 120 rail wagons. 

He said: “It's not so much the 
lost production nor the disrup- 
tion - it’s the damage to the 
computer equipment and plant 


that wc regret. The quarry may 
have to remain closed for an- 
other day. Hs clearly the lunatic 
fringe that’s come in with the 
others that did the damage. You 
have to accept that these peo- 
ple have a point and perhaps the 
best way of making that point 
is to stop production." 

One of the organisers, who 
did not wish to be named, said 
he was “very satisfied" with 
the days activities. “It was a 
show of strength. It shows we 
can mobilise hundreds of peo- 
ple who are willing to risk ar- 
rest - 1 think we've just touched 
the lip of the iceberg.” 


For asKttie as£979l£l,i79J0incL VAT and delivery), the feature packed Dell Dimension 
P90t gives you 90MHz of. impressive Pentium® processor power Its also designed with the 
flexibility atiSd^exp^sioh^potential to meet your needs in the future. And as with all 
Dimension systems, you can Expect built-in quality, reliability and product compatability. 
Backing you up is our. award winning Openline" 1 Hardware Technical Support 

- Service available throughout 

the life of your system. The 
Dimension P90t from Dell. 
Call us roday on 01344 720000 
for maximum productivity ar 


A PC that's 

packed 

with 

features. 

The b 0 St 

one is the 

price. 
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• INTEL 90MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR • 8Mb EDO RAM- • 3.5’ DISKETTE DRIVE 
. 525Mb HARD DRIVE • INTEGRATED 64-BIT PCI LOCAL BUS VIDEO WITH 1Mb 
VIDEO MEMORY • W COLOUR SVGA MONITOR • 4 PCI AND 3 ISA EXPANSION SLOTS 
II SHARED) .MID-SIZED DESKTOP CHASSIS . MI CROSOFT* WINDOWS 95 
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AN OPEN LETTER TO THE CABINET 

In 1989 a prominent Conservative MP warned the government it was losing its legitimacy 
because of its disregard of the democratic process. “Why” ex-Minister lan Gilmour asked “should 
the people respect that part of its legislation which is based on whim, diktat and dogma?” 

That’s a question which many must have hoped the government would address, especially in 
regard to privatisations. As it was ignored, Action for Justice feit compelled to state in the Financial 
Times {May 25 1995) that depriving the UK of an integrated rail system without the consent of the 
people could be considered “tantamount to theft”. 

Yet Transport Ministers and the Office of Passenger Rail Franchising refused to inform bidders 
of the respectable case for renationalisation without compensation - though you had been aware as 
early as March 1994 of the legal precedents by which you could be held liable for loss and damage 
caused by wilful misconduct. 

Though Opraf’s refusal to protect public funds provided grounds to apply for a judicial review, 
we went for the simpler option - to directly contact a number of companies. 

In any case, we believe ALL bidders “would have known or should have kno_wn" that BR' 



The country is hoping that the upcoming judicial review sought by Save Our Railways will halt 
the misdirection of funds, though political considerations are likely to tempt you to appeal or go back 
to the drawing board, throwing good public money after bad. That would be wrong. 

But BR is not the only issue at stake. The real question here is to the public. Will enough of us 
put party politics aside and “tell truth to power”? If so, real change will at last be possible. Together, 
we the people can salvage meaning from years of waste, mismanagement and suffering. 

Submitted by Suzon Forscey-Moorfe. Adviser 

Action for Justice PO Box 54, Cambridge CB5 8BB Tel/Fax: 01223 327634 

* * * r * ★ * 

The A4J Citizens’ Initiative states. The standards of conduct which already apply to Local Government should apply 
to Ministers. The next Government should hold ex-Ministers collectively surchargeable by a public grand jury. 

Signatories include. Dr Martin Balluch. H F Batiy. Benedict Bimberg. Dr Alan Bullion. Louise Christian. Mat Coward. 

Jacob Ecclestone. Dr MG Evans. PlanUtgenet Somerset Fry. Stephen Hawking. Philip Hcdlcv. Ted Honderieh. 
David Howarth. Dr Bob Johnson. Colin Johnson, Ken Loach. Michael Mansfield QC"- Sara Maitland. David Marquand. 
Dr Arabella Melville. George Monbiot. Suzanne Moore. Robin Page. John Pilger. Sue Rowlands, Vicky Russell. 

Dr Tom Shakespeare. Janet Smith. Dr Jim Swire. GilTord Tonkin. Arnold Wesker & Jayne Zito. 

(Persons In Local Government have been surcharged and disqualified when: 

( 1 ) power was not exercised In good faith; (2) relevant factors were ignored; (3) irrelevant factors were considered; 

(4) actions were manifestly unreasonable; (5) proper procedure was not followed; (6) natural Justice was subordinated.) 

The A4J BR Petition states; British Rail should be reintegrated with no compensation paid to rail franchisees. 
Bidders would have ignored a relevant factor, that the government was proceeding with a wrongful act undertaken 
without moral authority. 


Yes, I want to make something good happen in British politics! 

I endorse A4J’s Citizens' Initiative (and/or) 1 endorse A4J's British Rail Petition 

Name [Block Capitals! Signature 


Address. — - Postcode..., 

I enclose an optional one-off donation of £ IFOs/chequcs payable to Action for Justicel 

Action for JUSTICE 
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Care row: Inquiry launched into county’s social services amid allegations of misuse of funds 



Lancashire 

County 
Council 1 





'In distress’: Geraldine Robinson, a cerebral palsy sufferer whose home help is being cut, in a social services brochure, left, and at home, above Photograph: Peter Lomas 

Handicapped hit by cutbacks 


CHRIS BLACKHURST 

An inquiry has been launched 
into allegations of financial 
mismanagement by a county 
social services department. 

Herbert Laming, the Gov- 
ernment's chief inspector of 
social services, has been asked 
by the health minister, John 
Bowis, to look into sweeping 
cutbacks in care packages by 
Lancashire social services. 

Mr Bowis said he was asking 
Mr Laming “to provide a full 
report on the position in Lan- 
cashire so that I can then decide 
whether further action by cen- 
tral government is appropriate". 

The minister was responding 
to widespread fury m Lan- 
cashire about the cuts. In one 
case a handicapped woman 
who appears on the cover of a 
brochure promoting the coun- 
ty’s social services has had her 
home help package slashed by 


the same body from £700 to 
£300 per week. 

The parents of Geraldine 
Robinson, who suffers from 
cerebral palsy, said they were 
outraged by the move, which 
they claim was entirely unjusti- 
fied - there had been no im- 
provement in her condition. 

"We are appalled." said 
Catherine Robinson. “I do not 
Lhink there are words strong 
enough to describe how we 
feel.” Geraldine, her mother 
said, "is very distressed about h. 
She cannot concentrate on 
anything. T despair for her." 

Geraldine Robinson was en- 
couraged by the council to live 
independently and move into a 
two-bedroomed unit, to allow 
her carers to be with her. Ac- 
cording to Harold Elletson, 
Conservative MP for Blackpool 
North, she was told she had to 
accept the cuts and withdrawal 
of some of her care or face go- 


ing into residential accommo- 
dation - which she abhorred. 

The fact that a picture show- 
ing her in a wheelchair was in 
the leaflet added insult to bquiy. 
“It makes it even worse," said 
Mrs Robinson, ai her Blackpool 
home. “We are hoping the chief 
inspector will sort it out" Ms 
Robinson, who requires 24- 
hour care, is one of many peo- 
ple across Lancashire to feel the 
brunt of the cuts. 

Local ToiyMPs, who pressed 
Mr Bowis to send in the chief 
inspector, say their mail-bags 
are full of complaints at reduc- 
tions in home helps and respite 
care. People with learning 
difficulties also face increases 
in charges for non-residential 
services. 

Nigel Evans, Tory MP for 
Ribble Valley, cited the case of 
an 85-year old woman in his 
constituency who after having 
a home help for 15 years has 


been told the service is being 
withdrawn this month. 

Social services staff have re- 
portedly been told to reduce 
their home visits because the 
council can no longer afford 
their mileage. The Tories ac- 
cused the Labour-led council of 
misaDocation of resources. This 
was not a case, they claimed, of 
central government wielding 
the axe. 

“The total amount available 
to Lancashire County Council 
to spend on social services has 
consistently increased since 
1990-91, when total funding of 
social services was £92m." Mr 
Elletson said In 1993-94, that 
figure had risen to £147m, in the 
last financial year it was up to 
£169m and this year, Mr Ellet- 
son claimed, there is £l85m 
available. 

Despite the increases. Lan- 
cashire has been pluagt&ititcr 
crisis. One of the reasons, tye 


Tories charge, is the council’s in- 
sistence on relying upon its 
own inefficient in-house ser- 
vices. Council -run services cost 
between £11.20 and £17 an 
hour, compared with £5.75 to £6 
an hour in the private sector. 
Another reason is misaUocation 
of resources. 

While Ms Robinson has seen 
her care package cat. it is 
claimed that the council found 
£2,000 a week to send someone 
less deserving than her on a rid- 
ing course in Ireland and also 
to go to Australia, a& in the com- 
pany of social workers. 

While, the Conservatives ar- 
gue, the council has been to pro- 
tect the jobs of its own staff - 
lastyear it took on a further 203 
in its social services depart- 
ment -it is not prepared to sup- 
port the county s 15,000 private 
sector care workers. The inde- 
pendent Lancashire Homes As- 
‘.vsoc^ation estimates £10.Sm 


could be saved from the coun- 
cil budget if it made hill use of 
their facilities. 

This is denied by the coun- 
cil, which accuses the Tories of 
underfunding community care. 
This year 44 per cent of its so- 
cial services budget will be 
spent in the private sector. 
“Lancashire has sought to offer 
choice between care at home 
and residential care," said Joan 
Humble, chairwoman of the 
social services committee. 
“Oranges in funding arrange- 
ments and insufficiency of funds 
severely limited the capacity for 
such choice, and also meant 
some people suffered a loss or 
withdrawal of service in order 
that the needs of the most de- 
pendent people could be met." 

She said the council would 
co-operate with MrLammg’s in- 
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JOHN WIU.COCK 
Financial Correspondent 

An Old Bailey jury was asked 
yesterday to remember the 
chaos which followed the sud- 
den death of Robert Maxwell. ' 
In his dosing: speech for . Ian 
Maxwell, Edmund Lawson QC 
told the pay that an 8 Novem- 
ber 1991,harely three days af- 
ter his father’s mysterious death 
at sea, Ian Maxwell had signed 
documents relating to the 
pledging of shares in the Israeli 
company Tfeva. 

fain Maxwell would not haws 
been involved at all but for the 
eafaroedabsenoe of his younger 
brother, Kevin, in New York. 

Mr Lawson said that in those 
days, apart from coping with his 
own gneC there was a targe pub- 
lishing business to run, world 
leaders and the press to deal 
with as well as the task of 
arranging his father's funeral. 

When the prosecution 
claimed that “this must have 
been thought of, this must have 
been spoken of" at the time, Mr 
Lawson asked the jury to re- 
member all the things that were 
actually happening in those 
chaotic days. 

He said that although Ian 
Maxwell had been described 
repeatedly by the prosecution as 
no fool, he was not a financial 
“I do not suggest he was 
bo,” Mr Lawson said. “He 
is an able businessman." How- 
ever, his rote m the Maxwell em- 
pire had been non-finandaL 
He said one thing the trial - 
now in its seventh month - had 
shown was how hard everyone 
had worked. “It wasn’t all 
caviar, it wasn’t all luxury." 

Mr Lawson accused the me- 
dia ofbasetessly and maliciously 
trying to slandeT Ian Maxwell 
and making a sick joke out of 
the Maxwells. “But this case has 
been no joke for Ian Maxwell, 
it has been purgatory.” He had 
waited three and a half years to 
demonstrate his innocence to a 
“fair-minded tribunal" 

Ian Maxwell, Kevin Maxwell 
and a former Maxwell execu tive, 
Larry Trachtenberg, deny con- 
spiracy to defraud the pension 
funds by misusing £22m worth 
of the Tfeva shares. 

The prosecution daim the de- 
fendants knew the shares be- 
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food and 
not .to the Robert' Maxwell 
Group when they pledged them 
and dishonestly pin them at rids. 

fan Maxwell and Trachten- 
berg have not given evidence 
but Kevin Maxstell told the 
court , he believed his father 
when be told him the beneficial 
ownership of the shares had 
been transferred from BIM 
(Bishopsgate Investment Man- 
agement, whkfi administered 
ffiepenskmfund)to RMG. 

Kevin Maxwell alone denies 
a similar charge of conspiring 
with his father to misuse JaOQm 
worth of shares in another 
Israeli company, Sdtex. 

The prosecution daim these 
shares too belonged to BIM and 
were “dishonestly used by the 
Maxwells to pay private com- 
pany debts. Kevin Maxwell has 
claimed that Us father again 
fold, him that beneficial own- 
ership had been transferred 
from BIM to RMG and had 
shown him an amended 
document supporting this. 

Earlier, Michael Hill QC 
for Mr liacbtenbezg, said he 
was not part of the “inner cir- 
cle” of the Maxwell Group. 
The American-born former 
United Nations researcher had 
degrees in international and 
political studies, not finance. 

Mr Hill accused Trevor 
Cook, a BIM executive, of ly- 
ing in court to serve his own in- 
terests and to protect himself. 
Mr HOI said the prosecution had 
not proved their allegations 
that Trachtenberg participated 
in a fraudulent scheme. 

Lord Justice Phillips has told 
the jury he hopes to start sum- 
ming up a week today, but 
asked them for their Christmas 
plans in case he is not ready and 
has to at beyond Christmas. 

The trial was adjourned 
until today. 
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Until then, there’s Glenfiddich to enjoy. 



With the ^INDEPENDENT 


P&O European Ferries are offering read- 

t; t-.TT?T exs of the Independent bargain fares on . 

European TOTes pre _Christmas day trips to Ffance. 

From today until December 23 you can take your car and 
up to FIVE occupants from Dover to Calais for jfast £10 return. 

It’s an excellent opportunity to sail across to France at a 
bargain price and make considerable savings on duty and tax 
free gifts, beer, wine, spirits, tobacco goods and food -in time 
for Christmas. P Sc Os superferries have excellent onboard 
shops, with brand-name goods at very competitive prices. And, 
of course, the famous French hypermarkets are renowned for 
their, prices and enormous choice. 


And while you’re in France, you can collect a bottle of wine 
absolutely FREE. Call into either of The tWne And Beer 
Company's two stores in Calais and use the coupon printed 
here to get a FREE bottle of your choice from a list of twelve 
red, white or sparkling party wines which nonnaUysell in the 
UKfor £2.49 to £2.99. 

The Calais stores are open seven days a week from 7am 
to 10pm and are conveniently situated dose to the feny ter- 
minal. The 'Wine and-Beer Company also stock a great range 
of wine and beer from ail over the world and you can get a 
list in advance by calling 0181 875 1900. 

Below are our special offers from Dover to Calais. 


Snday to Friday saffings: Depart- 
ing from "Dover before 07.30. £10 
return fora car and up to five passen- ■ 
gets. Additional passengers up to' a 
- maximum total of nine in toe vehicle - 
.£1 each. 

Departing from Dover after 07.30. £15 
return for a car and up to five passen- 
gers. Additional passengers up to a 
maximum total of nine -£leach. 

Saturday wi l lhtge ; Departing from 
Dover before 07 JO. £20 return for a 
car and up to five passengers. Addi- 
tional passengers up to a maximum 
total of nine in the vehicle - £1 each. 
Departing firm Dover after 07.30. £25 
return lor. a car and up to five passen- 
gers. Additional passengers up to a 
maximum total of nine in the vehicle - 
£1 each. 

Trailers fup to 3 metres in length) - f_i s 


return on any sailing. All sailings are 
subject to availability. Space on Fri- 
day/Saturday sailings Is limited. 

Howie book: Credrttard reservations 
can be made over the phone to P&O 
European Ferries, Call: 01304 
241100]. Vbu must quote toe “Inde- 
pendent Eartyriser Promotion". Tele- 
phone reservations must be made by 
next Saturday, December 9. 

■farm* and condftfoas: This offer is 
NOT applicable to vehicles carrying 
freight or vehicles designed for com- 
mercial use which are higher foan :L83 ' 
metres and/or longer than 6 metres. 
The offer is for a day return and applies 
to P&O European Ferries Dover-Calals 
route only. The return sailing fiom Calais 
must be commenced before midnight 
on the day of departure from Dover. 
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Range row: Military fire new salvo in fight over unspoilt area 

Army’s heavy guns 
target national park 




Gun law: The multiple-launch rocket system in action at the Otterbum firing range, in Northumberland 


Photograph: Ted Ditchbum 


NICHOLAS SCHOON 

Er.v’ronmer; Correspondent 

The Armv opened a powerful 
new offensive yesterday in its 
campaign 10 bring some of its 
noisiest' weapon systems to an 
English national park. 

The military wants to start 
training with’ heavy tracked 
artillery’vehiclesal its Otterbum 
training area, which occupies a 
fifth os the 400 square miles of 

Northumberland National Park. 

It hiis been negotiating for 
two years with the local coun- 
cil committee which controls 
planning over its controversial 
£23m training development 
which invokes 3 few new build- 
ings. a concrete apron at Ot- 
terbura camp and the widening 
of more than 20 miles of roads. 
When councillors held their 

quarterly meeting yesterday the 
Army presented proposals to 
ease the environmental damage 
threatened by the plan. 


By law, national parks are in- 
tended to preserve the natural 
beauty of Britain's wildest land- 
scape’s while promoting public 
enjoyment. The Government 
savs there should never be any 
large development within them 
“save in exceptional circum- 
stances". These are just such 
circumstances, the Army says. 

Hundreds of artillery "pieces 
and tanks have returned from 
Germany following the col- 
lapse of Communism. Salis- 
bury Plain, its most important 
training area, is in danger of 
over-use and must he kept free 
for tank exercises. 

Otterburn is the best training 
area for two powerful self- 
propelled weapons, the AS90 
155mm gun and the 25-ton 
multiple-launch rocket system 
(MLRS). says the Army. Be- 
sides. it has already been firing 
large guns there for decades. 

This is the only UK training 
area where the MLRS can safe- 


ly launch its salvo of 1 2 super- 
sonic rockets. Even the practice 
rocket requires a safety distance 
two miles wide stretching for 1 1 
miles. Otterbum is covered in 
peat which would bog down 
heavy vehicles, hence the need 
for nearly 30 miles of roads. 

Yesterday Li-Col James 
Carter, in charge of pushing 
through the development, pre- 
sented chances to the plan to the 
park committee including cut- 
ting back on gun firing positions, 
opening up four miles of new 
footpath, demolishing 4ti re- 
dundant buildings and halting 
artillery fire in August, the 
peak holiday month. 

h will take several months be- 
fore the committee makes a de- 
rision. If it rejects the plan there 
will be a pubLic inquiry, with the 
Government malting a final de- 
rision. "Thai would delay things 
by two years, cost over £1 m and 
keep a lot of lawyers in claret, " 
said Lt-Col Caricr. 


Banks failing the 
‘friendly’ test 


Banks should take responsibil- 
ity for their mistakes and 
stop blaming computer errors, 
a consumer watchdog said 
yesterday. 

Tbo many b anks have lost the 
personal touch - and too often 
they rive rich customers pref- 
erential treatment, the Nation- 
al Consumer Council says. 

NCC officials organised eight 
discussion groups in locations 
throughout England to find; 
out people's views . on : the . 
financial services they received. 

They concluded there was a 
need for a new free financial 
advice service to help people 
avoid financial- difficulties. 
"Banks and insurance compa- 
nies happily compete for new • 
customers, but oar survey shows 
that their enthusiasm wanes 
once consumers experience 


money problems,” said the 
NCC chairman. Lady "Wilcox. 
“It is the same old story - they 
provide an. umbrella when the 
sun shines but take it away at 
the first sign of rain.” 

The report says banks-should 
make more use of their knowl- 
edge of customers’ personal 
circumstances. People who go 
overdrawn a day before their 
pay goes into their account 
should not be sent a threaten- 
ing letter - which they have to 
pay for. Computeis should also 
be programmed to ignore one- 

off hiccups, said the NCC 
Insurance firms also come un- 
der fira “Many respondents be- 
lieved insurance companies to 
• be- untrustworthy - Slow to 
pay out but quick '-to make 
unreasonable increases in 
premiums,” the report said. 
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DAILY POEM 

Plate dass .: 

By Philip Gross-. • ■ . - - ... . 

Ybia hsmble senamt .'. . Tough arid thin 

as thesocof aheggthatfeels thc twiich ' • 

of beak and claws within, 

/ "hi wall-wide tank of jewel fish \ 

and pearly bubbles- I’m the yes 
that money breathes sofi as the swish 

of limousine ryres in ihe rain- 

Look. don't touch-JustyoUr breath . 

on the glass leaves a butterfly sum. • 

Push and shove want to meet. 

Take me/ cry the goods- If I didn't keep control 
they might spill out at anyone’s feeL ■ 

Stress patterns too fine for the eye , , - 

to see spread like the whisper of conspiracy. 

One day ITLlergo. Ill let fly.. : ■/:. 

A dancer with knives, that’s what IV be. 

Philip Gross was bom in Delabole, Cornwall, “beside die slate 
mine", in 1952.. His father was an Estonian refugee ^nd his 
inolher was the daughter of the village schoolmaster. He read 
En glish at Sussex University and spent the early Pff*. 1 “• 
wbrldngUfe as a librarian be fore -writing poetry and plays full- 
time fpr-children andadults. His most 

ems-for-children, TheAR-Nuc Cof^won the 1994 Signal 1 Ptoetty 
Award. A new wDection, Scratch City, has just been published 
by Faber at £599. 
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An^wiiat better way fp show 
' l^w tmi<± you care tiian by 
giving^ gift Jhat says “I want 
to'be y ou, 6veri when we 


With BT’s EasyReadi ’ 
Messaging Service your loved 
ones can stay in touch with you 
whoever you are. To send a 
mes^ge you - simply call the 


bureau; wffl ftdte the message 
whi^i is to the 

paging screen in seconds, 

^Ibere’s no connection fee, no 
^bscDption or rentai and calls 
fo fhe.t^get are jayi for by the 


EasyReach message pagers 
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In fact, it's downright heartwarming. Digital, of course , beat both of them to 64- 
bit computing long ago. And while neither one has a 64-bit machine to sell you , 

c.«;. : 

we're now on our second generation of 
64^bit Alpha-based workstations and 
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servers . Machines that offer price / performance leadership at 
every level . For example, our new AlphaS tat ion™ 230 
A system is half the price of the comparably performing HP workstation } 

* I While our new AlphaServer ™ 8200 and 8400 systems are the first 

and only servers capable of running the newest 6 4 -bit database products — letting your 
application directly address up to 14GB of data in main memory, and giving you 
performance gains of u p to one hundred times over 32-bit enterprise 
Hi systems . Alpha-based systems run thousands of applications — including 
the ones you need most. And, thanks to the enormous capacity and scalability of 64 -bit architecture , they r ll 
work with your present equipment, and grow almost limitlessly as your 
business grows . Sure , it’s possible that HP or IBM really will have 64 -bit 
machines, eventually. But even when they start offering real-world 64 -bit 
products , it'll still be years before they'll have been as thoroughly tested and 

T " evolved as ours are right now. So why wait? Whatever your business, whatever your budget , you can 
do what thousands of companies all over the world have done - and what IBM and HP have 
been unable to do - have a 64-bit computer you can call your own. For more information, contact your Digital 
business associate. Or call us on 0800 320 300. Or reach us via our Internet address: moreinfo@digital.com. 

©1995 Digital Equipment Corporation. Digital, the DIBITAL logo. AlphaStation and AlphaServer are trademarks of Dioital Eauloment _ 

or their respective companies: 'As of 6/6/95. . ™ emarKS Ul «'“ Equipment Corporation. All oilier products are trademarks or reslstersd tradomarfcs 
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ng Blair set to accept nursery vouchers 


S everal weaknesses;^)* the' 
new rules oaMPs’ipfer- 
ests . have hecn. exposed 
by a flood of pubBc reaction to • 
the Private Menbey^Bill to put 
the clocks forward an hour and 
synchronise Britem with the 
rest of Enrop&: ~ : \ - ! " 


- . iiyvH (uuyiu^ uylBE 

sack Ibad^forTohn BuiterfiB, 
the JB6thhenkni&; WestTbry 
who pians ig introdaoe the 


1 Inside 

I Pa rjTarnpn f. 

1H Stephen - 
WJ Goodwin 


extra secretarial support could 
land him in breach of the Nolan 
roles. - r 

Appealing to Speaker Betty' 
Boothroyd for gmdaace^Mr - 
Butteififl said it was beyond tbe : 
normal resources of ins office 
to deal with the flood. Even so, 
be bad deduced, the letters; 
were five-to-one in his favour.; 

About 130 organisations, in- . 
duding Age Concern, the Po- 
lice Federation and the CBI, 
support the Dayli ght Ern aeam. 
paign for the change to Central 
European Time. They, appar- 
ently, would be happy to prO- - 
vide the MP with assikance^bot 
there is a snag. “If I were to ac- 
cept that assistance there is a 
rKKsibility . . . that lcbuld the® 
be seen as advocatroga cause 
and caught byiheNofin rules,’!' ' 
Mr Botterffli said, meaning he . v 
could DOt speakfor his own BilL . 


ly state of the anti-sleaze 
arrangements, the MP said h& 
had been to see Sir Gordon 
Downey, tbe oewftrirammtary^ 
Commissoner on Standazds-ia 
Pubficlife, but he had been un-; 
able to advise bint Nor could 


^rtam to be considered 1^ the . 
Sefcct Gommiiieeon Standards 
-OTdftivik^andhvrouldbe' 
wrong of her to jKCKanpt it 

. But the coimnittee has yet to 
. ' ‘.be appointed. And' even ft H b 
in being before Ghristaas, itwxU; 
•.be -weeks 1 before it decides 
whether Mr ButterfEQ can have ; 
inore help with his posL ... 
Helpful as ever, Dennis Skin- 
. ner. Labour' MP for Bblsover, 

- said -JT the- extra-daylight .MP 
.could not find time to answer 

. . his letters,- “he should give-up 
ah those moonlighting jobs that 
.he's got". In the Register of 
Members’ Interests, Mr But 
terfni lists three paid director-: 
ships, five consohmideStmd fees 
. ‘ for radio and TV appearances,' 
journalism, and lectures. ••• 

-- V V 7 ith MBs embarked on 
•/- \J\f a Bin to allow banks to 
" T tonapefowitb theStu- 
' dent- Loans Company, the 
-scheme and the hardship it 
causes came tinder fire from 
academics in the Lords. Ibiy 
historian Lord Beloff com- 
mended the Australm practice 
.of repayment through taxes. 
“That scfaeme works. This 
scheme dearly canses hard- 
ship.” 

- Neurologist Lord Walton of 
. Detchant suggested a himp- 

sumpaymentwiien theex-stu- 
- doit conld3fford it, wh3e Lord 
; Annan, fonner vice-chanceDor 
of London Univershy, urged 
ministers to meet the vice 1 
chancellors 1 committee to dis- 
aKs cfeanges td die system. 

' , Bnf education minister Lord 
,. Henley.saklit wasiiot the right 
moment, for drastic change. 


scheme; he saJdibe laxand Na- 
tional Insurance- system was 
hot a suitable vehide for debt- 
oollecrian. ‘Ttwauld impose ex- 
traand mmecessaiy burdens ou . 
employers and bring onneces- 
saiykmnqjfication:” 





Looking ahead: Children at Mary Seacote nursery; London Photograph: Edward Webb 


JOHN RENTOUL 
and JUDITH JUDD 

Tony Blair, (he Labour leader, 
has decided lo accept the Con- 
scrvaliv e scheme for nursery ed- 
ucation vouchers if its nation- 
wide launch goes ahead, and his 
education spokesman, David 
BlunketL is considering a plan 
to trump it by offering higher 
value vouchers. 

Such a move could provoke 
sharp divisions in the Labour 
Pam. which has always con- 
demned educational vouchers 
as extreme right-wing dogma. 

Mr Blair and Mr Blunkcu to- 
day launch a crusade to raise 
standards with plans to close 
bad schools if there are spare 
places in nearby schools. Other- 
wise. they should be reopened 
with a new bead and governors. 
Teachers would have to reapply 
for their jobs. In Excellence for 
Everyone . the second education 
policy paper since Mr Blair be- 
came leader. Labour says it 
should be easier to sack head- 
teachers. that heads should 
have a new professional quali- 
fication and a new grade of "su- 
per teacher" should be created. 


Meanwhile. Labour is plan- 
ning to pre-empt nursery vouch- 
ers. After a small pilot scheme 
next year, the Government in- 
tends to give all parents of 
four-year-olds vouchers worth 
f 1 ,UKJ to buy part-time nursery 
school or playgroup places in 
February 1997. three months 
before the last date for the 
general election. 

The Labour leader is under- 
stood to believe it would be un- 
thinkable to go into the election 
promising to lake (he vouchers 
away. Sources say he is sympa- 
thetic to a plan at present be- 
ing discussed by Mr Blunkett's 
team to give effect to the par- 
ty's own aim to provide nursery 
education for all three-year-olds 
as well os four-year-olds. 

This would stress Labuur s 
claim that the Government's 
vouchers are inadequate lo cov- 
er the cost even of many part- 
time places and offering higher 
value vouchers to pay for full- 
time places at age four and part- 
time places at age three. 

Labour local councils have 
accepted that the puny's pledge 
cannot be delivered quickly 
enough in the public sector 


alone. The Labour-controlled 
Association of Metropolitan 
Authorities yesterday .sel out a 
plan that would use private 
and voluntary sectors lo lop up 
public provision, bul it remains 
opposed to vouchers, which 
would subsidise children at pri- 
vate nursery M.-hools and lake re- 
sources away from councils 
with good nursery’ provision. 

A spokeswoman for Mr Blair 
said yesterduv: "The suggest i* in 
we might be backing the gov- 
ernment scheme is frankly” ah- 
.surd. The Government cannot 
even get Tory councils to back 
the planned pilot .scheme." 

The document published to- 
day contains other evidence of 
convergence between Labour 
and Tory policy, as it hacks sev- 
eral policies recently adopted by 
the Government, such as test- 
ing for five-year-olds and the re- 
quirement' for inspectors to 
report bad teachers (o heads. 
However. Labour says inspec- 
tion teams should include local 
council inspectors. 

The paper also says primary 
schoolchildren should learn 
foreign languages. 

Leading article, page IS 


AMERICANS ALWAYS WANT 
THE BEST, SO NATURALLY THEY 
CHOOSE TO WORK WITH US. 
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Tories bix x king NHS 
l^le<%e r L!b Dems say 


KehnctiiOariK's Budget brake 
3idTbri.es* manifesto pledgetcr 
increase real resources for the 
health service, Simon Hughes, 
the liberal Democrat health^ 
spokesman,' said - yesterday, 
writes John Jtentoal. \ 

Mr "Clarke last week nh- 
notmced a Dj 6 per -cent 1 rise hr 
NHS .fonding for next year, 
talripg mflatinin info flcermtrt. fa 
line with- the 1992 Tbiy.njani- 
fcstp promise: by 

year, ^lha^asethe'Ievdof real 
resources to the; NHS." • 


• But the Government's own 
-%uresshcw1hatmflatk)ninthe 
health sector is higher than the 
economy as a . whole and the 
' liberal Democrats catodafo 
tbattheNHS infactfacesa0.4 
per cenlcutin real resources. 

-Mr Hughes said: **R fe naw 
; dear -that the effect of the 
QiaiJoeUor’s Budget and pub- 
lic spending statement on the 
NEB >hl be that, for : from 
gnaxrotetiqg a sepnre future, 
the NHS . is about to be 
■ squeezed.**. ; • . * 


The Best Deal « 

BOOKS etc. 

V h r L n d o " b c o k. £ r o r c : r- 

Delia Smith Winter Collection 

. . BOOKS Vlf Price 

£15.99 £7.99 

Andy McNcb Immediate Action 

=! ; ~ i.'ff • ... BOOKS eh' Price ~ \ 

£15.99 £7.99 jyj \ Oti 

David Lodge Thcrcpy 

BOOKS -sit 


F_: C^.C'ICfC! BOOKS vie Pric..: ^ / \ 

_ £15.00_ £7.50 

50 


Tim Wiliocks Bloodstcincd Kings 

' -. b. :::v- J rnco BOOKS : •!<" r'r i; ,, 

£14.99 £ 7.49 . Oil 

William 8oyd The Destiny of Nathalie X 
p ; \L BOOKS etc Pric. « /\ 

£9 99 £ 4 . 9 9 _ y v > o n 

Robert Crowfher The Most Amazing Night Book 
Pr-c. BOOKS etc Pric, - A 

£9 l 9_9_ £4-99 

Grant Naylor Red Dworf Log No. 1996 
. BOOKS etC Price ^ 

C6 .99_ £ 3.49 ’ - on; 

OfivkfinUv lhcL-r:*S#i‘H a«)AV Ink- 1 ^ 

And Other Selected Current I iilvs 
& Bestsellers On Special Oder 

, For .a kimitt-d Peril h! Only 1 ’kk 'lock- l,:isi ), 

Cioinplcte W ith (Air 

BOOKS 

MON£V PACK : 
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The United States has the largest nuclear 
industry in the world, hat even die Americans 
sometimes need hdp. 

• Oik Ridge, Savannah River and Rocky Flats 
may sound like sites from the old Wild West, but 
they’re actually nuclear sites that need cleaning 
up. (a tihese places and at the US Department of 
Energy’* rite at Hanford, Washington, a BNFL 
mbtidiarpcompdnx is engaged in a major waste 
management and restoration programme, 

Wt are buHdhig the world's most advanced 
.facility to recover and rt-use metal eontaminaied 
with radioactivity, setting new standards within 
the United Sates nuclear industry. 

' Our biggesi contract ro date came when the 
team, of. which we are a member, was turned 


the managing operator of the Rocky Flats 
Environmental Technology site near Denver; 
Colorado In Russia and other nations of the old 
Soviet Union, BNFL experts have provided 
training courses in nuclear safety. 

We also have technology which could help 
R vfgff dismantle her nuclear warheads and recycle 
the uranium and plutonium for peaceful use in 
nuclear power plants. 

Recycling is yet another area of expertise 
where BNFL leads the world. When a reactor load 
of fuel has come to the end of its useful life, u 
shouldn't simply be disposed of as waste when 
97% of the fuel esm be turned bade into dean 
uranium and plutonium for re-use. 

This process has proven of particular interest 


in Japan, when: people see the value of a fuel that 
can be used over and over again. 

In fact, as well as being one of rhe many 
countries using our Thorp reprocessing facility at 
Sdlaficld, the Japanese have also asked BNF7. to 
help design a reprocessing plant of thetr own. 

All over the worid, our experts apply experience 
gained in the course of their everyday work at 
BNFL, 10 a staggering variety of projects. 

Wc are experts in (among other things and in 
no particular order), advanced robotics, corrosion 
detection and proofing, virtual reality, lasers, 
chemical engineering, vitrification, nuclear foci 
reprocessing, distributed data processing, high level 
programming, heavy engineering, safety systems, 
transportation of nuclear materials, transport 


flask design and shipping, nuclear fuel design, 
uranium enrichment and precision engineering. 

With scientists from ail over the world 
constantly coming to us for advice, we’ve even hren 
referred to as ‘BNFL University.' 

To find our more about what we do and how 
we do it, come and see us at the Seltifidd \ Tailors 
Centre in Cumbria. 

Or for further informal inn, please write in: 
Corporate Communications, BNFL. Rislcy, 
Warrington, Cheshire WA3 fiA& 
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Tension hangs 
like car fumes 



MREKARACS 

Paris 

For Antoine and Jean, Christ- 
mas has come early this year. 
“NonnaBy, I am only allowed to 
wear them in the park,” said An- 
toine, as he sat on a bench 
putting on his shiny roller- 
skates. Hie two H -year-olds 
were going home from school, 
and hid received parental dis- 
pensation to use their favourite 
mode of transport, just for this 
week. 

As they whizzed down the 
Champs-Efysdes, zigzagging 
among Parisians trekking home 
from work, the motorists fum- 
ing in the traffic jam looked on 
in envy. With public transport 
paralysed and the roads dogged 
with can crawling in first gear, 
roller-skates, old-fashioned 
scooters and bicycles have 
become the fastest means of 
getting about town. 

Those who have failed to 


invest in two-wheekis stand by 
the road, in a vain attempt to 
thumb a lift from the cars slow- 
ly heading for the suburbs. 
What public transport there is 
can be found at 12 big inter- 
sections. Along one of the 
avenues projecting out of the 
Etofle, two articulated buses 
stood yesterday with doors 
open, tearing themselves for the 
afternoon rush. “Wfe have been 
requisitioned by the govern- 
ment,'’ explained the driver of 
the first bus. 

He was 43 years old and 
would not give his name, or of- 
fer an opinion on the strikes, in 
the presence of his boss. 

u We are a private company, 
the strikes have nothing to do 
with us," he said, though 
admitting he was “a little ner- 
vous” about today’s protests. 
Hie buses and the bateaux- 
moudfus - pleasure boats oo the 
Seine - were commandeered by 
Alain Juppe's government to 


relieve today’s siege of the cap- 
ital, when huge marches are 
expected in Paris and other 
cities. Demonstrators may well 
be inclined to vent then - fuiy on 
the blackleg drivers. 

In antitipatian of trouble, the 
authorities have dispatched all 
available policemen to city cen- 
tres. A week ago, visitors 
arriving from abroad would 
have been detained at the fron- 
tier by special forces equipped 
with sub-machine guns; a token 
response to the growing terrorist 
threat. Now the borders are 
unmanned, the sentinels have 
been posted to the cities to deal 
with the enemy within. There 
they stand, the grim-faced men 
of the CRS, directing traffic in 
Paris. 

The air of expectation hangs 
as heavily as the pall of exhaust 
fumes on a city entering what 
everybody beliwes is the crucial 
phase of confrontation between 
the people and the govern- 
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Private enterprise: A Parisian steers Ms tricycle through gridlocked traffic at Porte HaOlot yesterday 


Photograph: Remy de la Mauntere 


meat. Some may disagree with 
the methods of opposition, but 
few have anything good to 
say about Mr Juppe’s 
administration. 

“Juppe’s policies are unfair," 
said Domiruauc Goaseuen, an 


accountant who spent four 
hourcyestexday morning getting 
to work from Saint-Germain- 
eo-Laye - a suburb 20 minutes 
from the centre of Paris when 
the express rail network is run- 
ning. She was hunying towards 


one of the buses, and not ex- 
pecting to get home much be- 
fore 10pm. “The government 
has done this to us; how are we 
supposed to work?” she asked. 
But, unsurprisingly, she had 
some harsh words to say about 


the strikers, too. “Why should 
1 suffer- we're all in the same 
boat." 

Hie exasperation with the 
strikes and. anger with the per- 
ceived cause - the government 
- is a dangerous oobktaD that the 


authorities fear could explode ^ 
into violence. Until now, 
Parisians caught in the middle 
have resorted to making a deaf- 
eningnoise with their car horns. 
Tbday their anger could prove 
more destructive. 


How the strikes are biting 


THE FAST, EASY AMD SAFE 
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why wait for the cash you need 
when all it takes is one quick phone 
call and well give you an instant 
decision. Hume us today] 

At Lombard Bank, loans are our 
business. We are part of the 
Lombard group of co mp anies with 
over S "rfllinn customers in the UK 
and are one of the most respected 
finanriai organisations. So you can 
trust us to give you an excellent 
standard of service, now and 
in die future. 

APPLY FOR UP TO £10,000 

We specialise in offering unsecured 
loans at competitive rates of 
i nt erest. And at Lo m bard Bank we 
realise how important it is that you 
know you can borrow enough for 
your needs. That’s why with a 
Lombard Personal Loan you can 
apply for any amount from £1,000 
to £10,000. What's more, you can 
use the money for practically any 
purpose whatsoever - even to pay 
off any existing up to date loans 
and credit cards. 

COMPLETE PEACE OF MIND 

Take out a L ombard Bank Personal 
Loan and you won't have to pay a 
deposit or offer your home as 
security. You can be assured the 
rate of interest you pay will never 
go up and if you choose to barrow 
£3,000 or mote you'll even enjoy a 
money-saving 2% APR discount. 
You also have the option for us to 
arrange Repayment Protection 
Plan for you. Your repayments 
could be made on your behalf 
should you fall ill, suffer an 
accident or lose your job through 
redundancy by taking out our 
Repayment Protection Plan 
(subject to a few simple conditions). 
So you can enjoy your loan with 
complete peace of mind. 

PHONE-YOW-UJAN — HOW 

Simply complete and sign the 
application form below and either 
return it to us or call us direct on 
0800 88 88 82. Your call is free and 
our courteous and highly trained 
staff will give you a decision as 
quickly as possible. 




A-LOAN 


AT-A-GLAHCE 

• You can apply by phone to 
borrow any amount from 
£1,000 to £10,000 

• You can spend your .loan on 
almost anything you please 

• Your repayments are fixed for 
the entire period of your loan 

• Payments are made easy by 
convenient monthly direct 
debits 

• You can choose to repay your 
loan over 2 to 5 years 

• Optional Repayment Protection 
Cover ensures that repayments 
will continue to be made should 
you be unable to work because 
of illness, accident or 
redundancy (subject to a few 
simple conditions) 

• No security is needed 

• No deposit is required 

• Rates indude 2% APR discount 
on loans of £3,000 and over 


;^'v' 


£1, 


-£1 


Call today for the cheque you want - fast! 


£1,000 )£1 ,500 


£8474 




A'/.'.t-W 


£1 
£145/49 


£85.11 I £124.01 £1 


f g‘,- 



Wtt fepqmnl ftofccfai 
Wnotftppwl ftnMka 

N/A 

m 

N/A 

N/A 

mRBpWW*PMH*» 

WKuRgpqaantPniKfloi 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

NIA 



£ 10,000 


£554.17 

£48455 


£41337 

£346.75 
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"The APR wffl depend an the memn joa bctxow and the tem of ymthMa-Hie example gimm she cotunm oppoom refiecn the APR <&acnmt an teem 
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wtmiMt cc requa»- Citdh a fihtite to MXtjaoc »sed 2* or nygr xebtea: to Bann xnd ccodtoon*. Rgpxymcfli P rocectkic Hp a ubkq raccroun 
ratpetioaa ud acUw, MB (knob wfl be lent to jwi wiifi jwr Acretacia Form. 


PHONE TODAY FOR AN INSTANT DECISION 


0800 88 88 82 


£5* 

“ .* a ■ . ' >'* -Hi 




Imagine you borrowed £3,000 over 36 
months and took the wise precaution of 
including Repayment Protection cover. 
Your first payment would be £169.01 
which includes our 13% administration 
fee. Your remaining 35 payments would 
tint be £12431 per month, as shown mi 
the table opposite (£104.02 for the cash 
loan and £1 9.99 for ftepaymme Protection 
Plan). The total amount payable, inrinding 
your insurance pr e m ium of £57635 and 
ihe adnunhn ation fee of £4530 would be 
£4,509.36. (Your interest would be 
calculated at our 2% APR discounted 


YOUR LOAN DETAILS 
Amount of Loan required I 
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IN REVOLT 


Welfare battle lines raise the spectre 



Dayof action could decide future 
of nation, and threatens to 
*jprpedo plans for single EU currency 
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MARYDEIEVSW 

Raris ,v\-: # ;■'„. 

On the streets they arc fallring 

. .of the revolt o£1968;.4he more 
excitable commentators are 
ta k i ng of . the revolution of 
1789 and cvexyOac is. fian-fi yi- 
weet of ail the penis", 
shouted the front page of the 
Pare loca l pap er. On sheet 
comets yesterday there were 
hnpts' • of: people, complete 
strangers, drawn together spon- 
taneously— in'acountiy whose 
p^i^leare not known for their 
sodobipty - by concern about 
the dangers of the next few days. 

: -• The depth qf popular imrw - 
taioty seems hardly compatible 
with the sophistiCTited, mdus- 
tifolfy developed com^ 
France. But ,as trade muon 
leaders prepared for todays 
mass protest— the fourth day of 
action since the first big demon- 
stration on 10 October - there 
was a seme that everything was 
running out of control ana that 
the country’s future was at 
stake. 

. Al the most basic level, a sdt 
of proposals to' bring the wel- ' 
fore state as painlessly as pos- 
sible into the 21st century jhas- 
escalated into an “us-against- 
them” struggle of hfctotic pro- 
portions. Who ■ wins will 
determine the coarse of Ranee* 
even the coarse of Europe, in 
the years to come. The turnout 
and the conduct of today’s 
demonstration will be .one de- 
cisive factor.. The other, equal- 



of the government and the po- 
litical establishment - 
The past week has provided 
an object lesson in how quick- 
ly civil protest can escalate and 
order can deteriorate. The pow- 
erful organisation of French 
trade muons is one reason and 
their strength in the public sec- 
tor is another. With, seven ma- 
jor unions criss-crossing the : 
public sector, action, ty onJyone 
or two unions can. bm^wimle - 


sectors to a halt and spread 

■ rapidly to the next. 

Another explanation for this 
abrupt escalation is what might 
be.cafled the “flexible* public 
attitude to law and order. In the 
ample matter of iraific control, 

. .while epic jams block roads 
from dawn to well after dark 

- and mast parking controls have 
been . lifted, police complain 
not just of irresponsible paik- 

.ii^bdtofincreasedflontn^df 

' - red tights ; and one-way systems. 

. You can' even seen cars being 
drivenou tfte pavement 

■ . - Early last fee^ with only 
public transport on strike, the 
government's determination to 

- stand firm looked like a plau- 
sible policy. From last Friday, 
with strikes escalating all the 
time, the government's sflence 
' was universally seen as a sign of 
weakness. An expected rallying 
.call from the Prime Minister, 

Alain Jupp€, an attempt to ex- 
. plain his social security reforms 
to thepubEc never came. Pres- 
ident Jacques Chirac; .went off 
.to west Africa on Friday with- 
out saying anything. .. 

Finally, on Sunday night, 
with Mr Juppd confemng with 
. ministers but still incommuni- 
cado, Mr Chirac broke Ids si- 
lence. In an address to 'the 
Reach cranmumty fo Benin, but 
dearly intended for the audi- 
ence m France, he said there 
was a dear choice between re- .. 
signed .acceptance of the 
mo unting deficit and moral di- 
vision on the one hand and a 
. couingpous attack on social ills 
on the other. “It is this coarse 
I have chosen,” he said, “the way 
of long-postponed refonns. I am 
convinced that this is the right 
way” ' 

. Mr Chirac’swortls conveyed 
la. double message: that he was 
intent on persevering with the - 
refonns and that he stood hy Mr 
Jupp£. This statement, howev- 
. eTjCouldhamiMr Chirac more 
than it benefits Mr Jnpp6- As 
-the strike movement has esca- 



Uncertain voyagers; Commuters on a commissioned tourist boat yesterday 


lated, a single demand has crys- 
tallised - for the withdrawal of 
the “Jupp£ plan”. This had 
been accompanied by strong 
hostility towards Mr Juppfi, 
which owes much to the episode 
with his subsidised flat 
As the pressure built up, the 
consensus that Mr Juppe had 
carefully bufo to support the re- 
forms was starting to unraveL 


More seriously for Mr Juppe, 
the cracks seem most threat- 
ening inside the Gaullist-led 
coalition. The leader of the 
biggest union (who was pQknied 
by her colleagues for admitting 
that the reforms had some good 
points) and the Socialist and 
Communist leaders, have still 
declined' to offer full-blooded 
support for the protest. 





MARY DEJEVSKY 

The origin of the tidal wave of 
strikes in ftanr 
posai/set oat 
minister,' Alain 
reform of theh 
security, system. 

Tbechangeswexedtotaledby 
thefast-growmg indebtedness of 
the social security-^raafwlSi 
also covers health care) .and 
France’s need to cut . public 
borrowing to meet -the Maas- 
tricht conditions lor joining the 
single European currency: in 
1999, ./ 

■ An adiStaxzdt^af 0 l 5 per 
cent of taxable income to pay 
off the accumulated debt of 


fire social security system; 
■ The subordmatioD of the sys- 
; tear to parliamentary scrutiny 
aud its mcorogration into tire, 
tristxmiti bndgeti- r ' 

1 ■’ The- taxation of family alt . 
lowances and other., benefits 
.fofheifo'imtaxed; 

■The postponement of a new 
allowance fori the elderly; 
■limits on tbernimber of doc- 
tors a patient can consult for a 
particular ailment, and the 
. eventual introductionof a com- 
. puterised Tt> card fbr-users of 
the health service and benefit 
•• daircrant^ . . 

Vtiluntaiy limits on doctors' 


rf costs are not cot; 

Jf And, perhaps the most in- 


flammatory measure, the for- 
mation of a special commission 
■to/ -consider- ?ftbe *■ .-pension 
arrangemepts qfall public sec- 
tor employees, with a. view to 
ending the petedred advantgg® 
enjoyed 
plcyees. 

However, radical the pro- 
posals were in French terms, 
they did not provoke an imme- 
diate gjmeral strike, or even se- 
rious misgivings, at least in 
official aides. Mr Jupp£ had 
been careful to square potential 
opponents within the ruling 
Ganlhst coalition, the Socialist 
opposition, and even major 
union leaders. 

Unfortunately, he appears 
not to have reckoned with pub- 
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lic opinion, or to have realised 
the extent to which the angle is- 
sue of the welfare state reform 
would become tied up with the 
sectional concerns of individual 
groups of workers. 

Now, it seems that every 
group of public sector workers 
has interoreted Lhe sodal se- 
curity reforms as an attack on 
their own separate terms and 
conditions, and their own se- 
curity. For instance, the raD- 
waymen • object to a 
restructuring plan which could 
lead to the regjonalisation and 
likely closure of up to (kOOOkro 
Of branch lines. Electricity, gas, 
and postal workers are worried 
about the impact of deregula- 
tion ordained from Brussels. 

Market 
fears hit 
franc and 
shares 


PAUL WALLACE 

Economics Editor 

The franc plunged to a five- 
week low against the German 
mark yesterday and shares fell 
sharply as markets took fright 
at the social unrest in France. 

So far, the French central 
bank has been able to avert a 
rise in interest rates to defend 
the franc. But a further slide in 
the franc against the mark 
could put the Barque de France 
under pressure to reverse the re- 
cent easing in interest rates. A 
tightening of monetary policy 
would intensify the reresstonaiy 
forces currently gripping the 
French economy. 

“The markets have become 
concerned that the dispute 
could put in jeopardy the plan 
to cut the deficit,’' said Avinash 
Person d, currency strategist 
with JP Morgan. 

“It is very difficult for the gov- 
ernment to compromise with- 
out facing censure from the 
markets,” said Stuart Thomp- 
son, international economist 
with Nildco Europe. 

The franc fell by two and a 
half centimes against the mark, 
compared with its value at the 
end of last week. It closed the 
day at 3.4811. 

French shares had a torrid 
day, with the CAC Index of 
leading stodcs losing 15 per cent 
of its value. The CAC-40 index 
closed down 46.05, at 1 ,774.86. 

The Bourse was also de- 
pressed by concerns that the 
shrikes could tip the economy 
into recession. Takings from 
department stores in Paris are 
running at derisory levels com- 
pared with the usual pre-Christ- 
mas rush. 


In recent days, several indi- 
viduals on the right with power- 
bases of their own and possible 
prime ministerial ambitions 
have come out of the wood- 
work. One of the first was the 
sacked economy minister, Alain 
Madelin. who spoke of the 
protest as a movement of the 
people against a self-perpetu- 
ating dlitc. and called for par- 
liamentary elections. Another 
was former prime minister 
Edouard Balladur, who called 
against the emotive backdrop of 
De Gaulle's shrine at 
Colombey-Ies-Deux-Eglises - 
for “dialogue” between the 
government and the unions. A 
third was Philippe Sdguin, 
chairman of the National As- 
sembly, who went to talk to 


striking raihvavmen in the east- 
ern town of Epinal where he is 
mayor and promised to repre- 
sent their cause “direct to Mr 
Chirac“ - i.e. bypassing Mr Jup- 
nd. All three - Madelin. Bal- 
ladur and Seguin - ensured that 
microphones and television 
cameras were on call. 

With the political consensus 
on the right appearing to dis- 
solve. and international markets 
forcing down the franc, Mr 
Chirac could be forced to acL 
But his room for manoeuvre is 
not great. He probably has only 
three choices. 

The first would be to “go to 
the country” in the form of a ref- 
erendum or parliamentary elec- 
tions. In the first case. Mr 
Chirac would risk losing and 


could suffer a severe loss of au- 
thority. In the second, the right 
could lose its huge majority in 
parliament and the number of 
extreme right National Front 
MPs could increase dramati- 
cally. Seven by-elections this 
past weekend- in which centre- 
right did very badly, offered a 
foretaste of the risks. 

The second opt ion would be 
to withdraw the Juppe plan, 
which would undoubtedly mean 
the resignation of Mr Juppe. 
There must be a question, how- 
ever. whether it would now be 
possible to introduce the nec- 
essary reforms to the welfare 
system even by stealth. .Any re- 
treat could mean the devalua- 
tion of the franc, the end of 
Freneh ambitions to join EMU; 


prohahlv the end of the whole 
EMU project - and possible 
new unrest the next time re- 
forms were broached. 

The third option would be for 
Mr Chirac to stand firm with Mr 
Juppe, increase the provision of 
emergency transport and ser- 
vices and tough it out- This 
would risk violence and a pos- 
sible collapse oflaw and order. 
II successful, it would mean that 
all the dragoas of opposition to 
reform had been slain al once 
and mean plain-sailing for fur- 
ther reforms, including the 
much needed fiscal reform, in 
future. But as of yesterday 
evening, with the Paris traffic 
static in the gathering gloom, 
the possibility of a Chirac-Jup- 
pe triumph looked remote. 
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Rabin killing: Fresh evidence has 
cast new light on focus of inquiry 


in was armed by elite soldier’ 


IN BRIEF 


WVTRICK COCKBURN „ • „ ■ . 

Jerusalem - wmgsmdem group at Bar-Uan 

. university and not on army 

^kraou Winy ^“he entered a military 
mmt in Haifa where teS 


oVm 




e fortDa^Viridjcted. « . mg here 


equipment Jrpm the 'Golani 
Brigade actfbandmg it over to 

Vigal.Ami4.wh0 shot dead 
Rabin -on ^.November. Sgt- 
Scfawaitz is' 'alleged, to have' 
known that ibfe weapons were ; 

to be used to attack Arabs. 

As wefl as banding over aims 

lo Yigal and his brother Hagai 
Amir, Sgt Schwartz is also' 
accused of burying a. cache, of 
stolen army property, including 
weapons, in theWkyard of hi 
home. After Rabin was killed 
he dug (hem up and hid them 
in the house and . car of-' 
another army sergeant • 

During a search of Amir’s 
house after the assassination, 
police found slabs of miteaiy ex- 
plosives which Yigal Amir's 
mother said she thought were 
bars of soap. Other arms were 
buried at the back of the holme 
under a yard used as a 
kindergarten. 

Yigal Amir and another man, 
Dior Adani, who is considered 




conspiracy, were also members 
of the Golani brigade. Hither- 
to, investigations into' the back- 
ground of the kflling have 
focused on a militant ri gh t- 


suburb, of BnelBrak, said ffis 
son was irmoeeqt and. that -.the 
a^m st him were 

H The Israeli government has 
recently" been backihg-away 
fromths, idea- of la otn nfem acy. 
behind Mr Rabin’s death and 
^^OSC OTig - 

thoiigh some may Be charged 

later. -< 

The change of tad; came 
. when AsdshaiRaviv, head of the . 
; extremist Eyal ^organisation, .. 
! -with which Yigal Amir wasr- 
associated; was accused of 
being an agent erf the Shin Bet 
domestic security police. - . 

TUns-enabled the right wing, 
whidihasb^emthedefeoave 
“ since the assassination, to 
counter-attack the government 
dahnrng that it was the Shin Bet 
agents provocateurs, -end not 
.the right, which set the stage for 
the killing of thejmmeTninis- 
ter. Moshe Shahal, the police 


Idea of a conspiracy, immedi- 
ately began to back-pedal. - 
Nevertheless, the known 
facts about Yigal Amir and his 
group suggest that there was a 



Crowds celebrate as a group of Palestinian police arrives to take over from Israelis in the West Bank town of Beit Jala 

conspiracy to resist the imple- siiy. Their central plan was cv- prime minister was well enough on Thursday for talks with 


by armed force. This involved 
the theft and storage of arms. 
Most of the conspirators 
belonged to an extreme right 
wing group at Bar-Dan univer- 


em ulating Baruch Goldstein 
who shot dead 29 worshippers 
in a mosque in Hebron last year. 

But the fact that Yigal Amir 
was planning to murder the 


tipped off in June by a member 
of the Bar-Uan group. It failed 
to act. 

■Israeli Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres will visit Cairo 


Mubarak - their first meeting 
since the funeral last month 
of Yitzhak Rabin. 

Mr Peres will stay in Cairo for 
just a few hours for talks 


Photograph: hhaied Zighan 
expected to focus on the Arab- 


1^1 aLII JA. Ul-v. pil.'VLW. I 

Minister Amr Mous.su said 
yesterday. Egypt has tried to 
act as a mediator between 
Israel and both the Palestinians 
and Syria. 


US Marine pressured’ to confess to Okinawa rape 


RICHARD LLOYD RARfiY 

Tokyo 

It was another grim day far the 
American military in Japan. 
Four of its servicemen faced se- 
rious charges in two separate tri- 
als on the island of Okinawa 
yesterday. One of theim, a Ma-. 
rine private, accused the US mflr 
itaxy police of coercing him 
into confessing 10 theiape of a , 
12-year old gin.. ....... .. _.! . 

Private Kodlrioa Harp, to- . 
gether vrith mMther MariBe 
and a naval seaman, is citprged 


with abducting and Taping the 
' schoolgirl ineariy September. 
The crane provoked an uproar 
throughout Japan against 
American bases in Okinawa, 
forced a televised apology from 
Resident BflJ Clinton, and se- 
riously undermined the US- 
Japan security relationship. 

. At the first hearing last 
riMmt^ Seaman Marcus GiU 
pleaded guihy to all charges, 

. while. Pie Harp and the outer 
Marine admitted helping to 
carry oat Jhe crime, bnt re- 
tracted earlier confessions of the 


' actual rape. Yesterday in the 
District Qwrt of Naha, the 
Okinawan capital, Pte Harp 
insisted that he was manipulated 
into saying “what the Japanese 
would like to hear" by US naval 
police. • 

He said they fabricated a re- 
port for prosecutors. “When I 
told them what did happen, they 
pressured me to go in another 
direction," he told the three 
judges through an interpreter. 

ESriier in the day, prosecu- 
tors fcthesame court called for 
a 13-year prison sentence for 


another Marine who has ad- 
mitted beating to death a 20- 
year-old woman with a hammer 
last May. 

Japan has bo jury system, and 
hearings, scheduled at the con- 
venience of lawyers and judges, 
are held only one day.at a time 
at intervals of about h month. 
Both cases are likely to extend 
into next year, prolonging the 
embarrassment of the US gov- 
ernment, which is under intense 
pressure to reduce the 29,000 
troops on Okinawa. 

Pte Harp's wife, who flew 


over for yesterday's hearing, be- 
came the latest in a list of 
Americans - including Walter 
Mondale, ambassador to Tokyo. 
William Peny, the Defense 
Secretary, and President Clin- 
ton - to deliver an emotional 
apology for her husband's 
crime. “1 am very sorry for the 
behaviour of my husband to the 
Japanese people, her mother 
and father, and lo the people of 
Japan and the US." 

The statement marked a 
change m strategy by the de- 
fence. After the fipt hearing last 


month, the families of the three 
men, all of whom are black, 
claimed that they were victims 
of Japanese racism. Such 
protestations go down badly 
with Japanese judges, whose 
sentencing is heavily influenced 
by guilty pleas and’expressions 
of contrition. 

Defence tactics have changed 
accordingly, yesterday, lawyers 
for the families of the accused 
men told reporters that they in- 
tend to pay I Jim yen (£9,375) 
“apology money" to the victim 
and her parenti "The amount 


is fairly high for the kind of com- 
pensation customary in a case 
like this," said Seaman Gill's 
lawyer, Yulaka Arakawa. “Bui 
we believe it could have a ben- 
eficial effect on the trial." 

But the outcome is in little 
doubt. “You've got a 99.5 per 
cent confession rate and a 99.8 
per cent comiction rate over 
here," said Eric Ross, an Amer- 
ican lawyer accompanying ibe 
families. “Look at the odds. 
With dial kind of percentile, all 
you can do is mitigate the 
damage." 


King Fahd 'stroke' 

London - A team uf American 
doctors has been flown 10 treat 
King Fahd of Saudi Arabia and 
diplomats in the Gulf believe he 
may have suffered a mild siroke 
last week, writes Michael Sheri- 
dan. Oil prices have risen slight- 
ly on international markets on 
speculation that the 73-year-old 
King's death could set off a pe- 
riod of uncertainty over the suc- 
cession and signal a shift in oil 
pricing policy, but an official 
medical bulletin said the results 
of ‘ clinical, analytical and ra- 
diation tests" had yielded “re- 
assuring" results. 

Tipped for the top 

Stockholm - Sweden’s Finance 
Minister, Goran Persson. has 
agreed to be nominated as can- 
didate for the Social Democratic 
party leadership and is tints like- 
ly to become the country's next 
prime minister. Swedish televi- 
sion news reported. Renter. 

Hostages freed 

Paris - French police over- 
powered a gunman who took a 
class of 3U children and their 
teacher hostage at a primary 
school in the "Paris suburb of 
Clichy. A squad uf pul ice com- 
mandos overpowered the man. 
who was apparently deranged, 
after two hours. Renter. 

Estonia looks west 

Brussels - Estonia became the 
sixth East European nation to 
apply for European Union 
membership since the collapse 
of the Soviet bloc. .-IP 

Blow for UN body 

Vienna - The US said at the UN 
Industrial Development Or- 
ganisation's annual conference 
that it was leaving the body. The 
US has Jong complained about 
too much bureaucracy and lack 
of efficiency' in Unido. which 
funds and oversees industrial 
development in Third World 
countries. AP 

Vietnam date 

Cotonou - Vietnam was chosen 
to stage the French-speaking 
world's next summit in 1997, 
four decades after France 
pulled out of Indochina fol- 
lowing military defeat there, as 
the sixth summit of La Fran- 
cophonie. the club of France 
and its fellow French -speakers, 
ended in Benin. Renter 

Gifted Mandela 

Pretoria - Greenland awarded 
South Africa's President Nelson 
Mandela the title of Interna- 
tional Santa Claus of the Year 
and £66.000 for his work on be- 
half of children. Ratter 
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A? present, ihe maximum gram for students going 
to university is £1.885 per year According to 
Personal Finance magazine, this is still £2,000 
shon of what the average student needs. That 
leaves a shortfall of £6.000 over a three year 
course, even if the student gets a maximum grant - 
a nd grants are due to be ait by a further 10% in 
1997. All of this puts more and more pressure on 
parents to finance their children's further 
education In response. Midland has developed a 


Children's JnvfisDneni Plan, which you can use to 
generate a regular income tor your child or to 
produce a lump sum Essentially a unit trust- linked 
investment, it has several advantages. Ji not only 
has the potential to outperform a deposit account, 
but is also far more tax -efficient because it can take 
advantage of your child's £3.525 annual income 
tax allowance - a considerable benefit. Please 
note: your investment can go down as well as up 
and may fell below the amount originally invested. 


The Listening Bonk 



For more inform sricn, complete and return the coupon to: Midland Personal ^ 
Financial Services. FREEPOST. Southampton SQ15 1XF. or to arrange an ^ 
appointment with a Midland Personal Finanoal Planning Manager, call us on > 


65 65 65 
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Russian election: Communists may hail 
return of Moving' party; the world is not so sure 

Heirs to Lenin 
grasp at victory 


PHIL REEVES 

Moscow 

As he sat in front of an entire 
wall devoted to volumes of 
Lenin, overlooked by busts of 
the man himself, Valentin 
Vhlnilm had the air of someone 
enjoying feeling wanted and 
busy. 

For once, his ramshackle of- 
fice was fiill of people, most of 
them elderly, filling envelopes 
and rifling through piles of 
campaign literature. For once, 
be had a hill programme of 
meetings and speeches. For 
once, being a Communist politi- 
cian was rewarding. 

Like most of the 550,000 
Party faithful in Russia, Mr 

V falfi iltr) o/ho k running as apar- 

[iaxnentaiy candidate in the in- 
dustrial city of Ivanovo, is 
optimistic. He believes when 
Russians go to the polls later this 
month, the Communists will lay 
the ghost of their post-Soviet 
collapse when the Party was 
banned and reviled. “More and 
more people are coming to 
us," he said, "They know we are 
the human, loving part/’. 

They may do, but much of the 
rest of the world, from Russian 
reformers to Western officials, 


is less sure. Polls show the 
Communists are ahead and will 
win the most seats in elections 
to the Duma, or lower house, 
on 17 December. Intense in- 
terest focuses on the party’s poli- 
cies and, in particular, on its 
leader, Gennady Zyuganov, 
whom many believe wiD run for 
the presidency in June. 

There are two views- of Mr 
Zyuganov, a portly 51 -year-old 
former apparatchik who used to 
work in the Soviet party’s cen- 
tral committee’s propaganda 
department The backbone of 
his support are the elderly, who 
long for an end to economic 
chaos, look back wistfully on the 
days of fixed prices ana warm 
to his promises of free health 
care, housing and education. H 
e teds them of the “quite liber- 
al societ/ 1 under Brezhnev, 
fantasises about rebuilding the 
Soviet Union, and condemns 
those who destroyed its giant 
administrative structure as 
“criminals". 

The other Zyuganov is the 
one who hobnobs with western 
businessmen and politicians. 
They get the “new" Communist 
agenda - a free press, freedom 
of worship and the continuation 
of privatisation, albeit it at a 


slower pace and sparing “strate- 
gic' 1 industries, such as energy 
and transport, which would be 
state run. It was no coinci- 
dence that Mr Zyuganov wel- 
comed the victory in Poland by 
a former Communist, Alexan- 
der Kwasniewski. 


alarm among Russia's political 
dlite.' Some argue that the par- 
ty is not a threat, because it is 
reformed and because it is un- 
likely to win overall control of 
the legislature, even if it forges 
an alliance with other Jeft-wmg 
or nationalist groups. One 
newspaper, MoskovskyKomso- 
molets, is so unconvinced by Mr 
■Zyuganov’s Communism that 
they claim the party is working 
covertly with “Our Home Is 
Russia", the government- 
backed centre party of the 
Prime Minister, Viktor Cher- 
nomydrin. 

The same voices argue that 
unstitching economic reforms 
would be no easy matter. Rus- 
sia depends on foe West for the 
sale of its raw materials and as 
its main creditor to heavily for 
it to turn its back on the outside 
world a gain, however much the 
Communists may like to. “Rus- 
sia needs money. And lots of it,” 



Crowd puller; the idtra-natkmalist Vladimir Zhirinovsky addressing a crowd at Ust-Labinskaya, southern 


wrote Valery So level, of the 
Gorbachev Foundation in an as- 
sessment of Mr Zyuganov 
called “The Reluctant Capital- 
ist". He wrote: “The country can 
only come by it through selling 
materials such as gas, oil, non- 
ferrous metals and timber to the 


West, that is, by continuing the 
policies of the current Russian 
government, no matter how 
much the Communists may 
curse them,” 

Others predict doom. Yegor 
Gaidar, one of the first archi- 
tects of Russia’s reforms, him- 


self bead of a party in the ejec- 
tion, has wanted Russia’s eco- 
nomic reforms could be ‘fully 
reversed" if the Communists 
come into power. Mikhail Kras- 
nov, an aide to Boris Yeltsin, put 
it bluntly: “If Zyuganov comes 
to power, I will start looking for 
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a cellar in which to hide my chil- 
dren.” ■ 

This may be a trifle alarmist. 


Mr Zyuganov’s party is ri 
on a crest of nostalgia which 

serve him well in the elections. 
He has the advantage of a big- 
ger party membership than ms 


rinds and a network of volun- 
teer party workers. But he may 
lack the stature to turn (hat suc- 
cess into a winning bid for the 
Kremlin. For all his popularity, 
many Russians still quake at the 
possibility of a return to the So- 
viet system. 



One Hot Minute 



Christmas at HMV 


Afl tlflos subject to nvatabSty in partiopsdng stores 


How Clint missed the point 
of a rock and a hard place 


San Francisco — “People, I 
want you to look. Realise that 
this was the punishment of Al- 
catraz.” We, a small group, 
obediently direct our gaze 
across the frigid aments of San 
Francisco Bay to the city, bare- 
ly a nnle away. I watch a cable 
car make its precarious journey 
down Hyde Street On quiet 
evenings, the park ranger ex- 
plains, the inmates used to be 
able hear laughter and the klax- 
ons of cars echoing across the 
water. 

We are on a headland on the 
south side of the “Rock" -the 
Alcatraz penitentiary where for 
three decades the most dan- 
gerous inmates in America were 
incarcerated, until Bobby 
Kennedy, as Attorney-General, 
ordered it closed in 1963. Be- 
hind us stands the concrete 
; and glass model laundry block 
where A] Capone used to toil 
for a wage of 7 cents an hour. 
The concrete is blistered now, 
its steel reinforcing rods exposed 
and warped by the salt air. 

Its ramparts and grey cKfls as 
forbidding as its history, the 
island lies in foe middle of the 
estuary that feeds out beneath 
Golden Gate to the Pacific In 
all, 36 inmates attempted to 
escape this place. Although 
five bodies have never been 
accounted for, it is thought 
none made it out alive. 

Inside the prison budding 
itself, an audio-tape tour helps 
conjure up its ghosts, with nar- 
rations by former inmates and 
guards. It takes you through the 
cell-blocks and beneath the 
“gun galleries” where the 
screws would pace with rifles 
ready to shoot to kill incase of 
trouble. But at one tom, I find 
a staircase dawn to the shower 
room, that is not on the tour. 

It is a huge room, with the 
shower area itself down its cen- 
tre, maybe 1 00ft long. The ced- 
ing is a maze of water pipes. 
Chicken wire fences off one end 
of this chamber and inside 
there are rows of wooden pi- 
geon holes that presumably 
were once stuffed with convicts’ 
uniforms. I swing open a small 
window in the fence, where 
new clothes must have been 
passed out and dirty ones 
passed in. It is does not take too 
much imagination to hear 
rush of water and the voices of 
men washing. 


A L C A T R 


Bat today there is a medal 
visitor. He is Glenn Williams , 
who spent six years here as a 
convict in the mid-Hfties after 
a spectacular career as a bank 
rower. Eighty years old now, be 
is here to sign copies of his au- 
tobiography about his experi- 
ences as an Alcatraz al umnus. 
He politely dedicates the 
volumes and poses for pho- 
tographs with the tourists. He 
particularly enjoys rubbishing 
foe various Hollywood render- 
ings of what happened on the 
island, including the most 
famous of them all, foe 1972 
Escape from Alcatraz, starring 
Clint Eastwood. 

He is most scornful of the 
most recent fiction. Murder in 
the First, starring Kevin Bacon 
pitying former inmate Henri 
Young. In foe fihn Young dies 
on the island, though in reality 
he was released in 1946. “That 
was foe best comedy I ever saw." 

But when asked whether 
Alcatraz’s unholy reputation 
was deserved, Mr Williams’ 
cheer vanishes. It was so inhu- 
man, he explains, that the 
inmates would discourage even 
their families from vishing. And 
though be was entitled to spend 
a few minutes every day in the 


AZ DAYS 


recreation yard outside, he says 
be only ventured out there five 
times m six years. 

“It was where accounts were 
settled. You should understand 
that most of the abuse was 
between the inmates, it wasn’t 
the guards.” Then there was 
the infamous dungeon, so 
fearful tourists are not allowed 
to see. “The government is 
ashamed," he says. ' 

So what, I ask Mr Williams, 
does he make of foe current 
rush by American politicians to 
wind back the dock in the 
prison system by doing away 
with privileges luce televisions 
and games rooms and even, in 
several states, reintroducing 
leg-irons and chain gangs? In 
this state, where prisons are the 
second-largest industry, there 
have even been murmurs about 
reopening Alcatraz. Some who 
visit the island today may be 
viewing it with nostalgia for how 
incarceration used to be, rather 
than with regret, as is surely 
intended. 

Jackie Gilbertson of Scotts- 
dale, Arizona, voices just such 
an opinion even as she presses 
forward to get Mr Williams’s au- 
tograph. “If they can refurbish 
the island, they could use it 


again, " she ventures. “1 think 
that would be good. 1 think 
thirigs have gone too far towards 
rehabilitation, because crime is 
still rising”. She would like to 
see the reappHcation of the in- 
famous Regulation Number 5 
of Alcatraz: “You are entitled 
to food, clothing, shelter and 
medical attention. Anything 
else you get is a privilege”. 

Mr Williams responds terse- 
ly. “They will never open Al- 
catraz again. It would serve no 
purpose.” He served on a chain 
. gang in Georgia during the 
Forties, and deplores their 
reintroduction. 

“It is absolutely ridiculous. 
Those who are bringing it back 
just want to make a political 
statement” 

When Kennedy finally shut- 
tered this benighted place, he 
declared: “Let us reject the 
spirit of retribution and at- 
tempt, coolly, to balance the 
needs of deterrent and deten- 
tion with foe possibilities of 
rehabilitation." His sentiments 
are surely shared by Mr 
Williams. 

But in foe America of Newt 
Gingrich and foe Republican 
Right, they are no longer 
in political vogue. Probably, 
though, Alcatraz has deterio- 
rated too far ever to be pressed 
into service again. 

D avid Usbome 
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he fira &oup of US soldiers 

• ispatched to keep the .new 

• eace in Bosnia were doe, tdar- 
ve in Tkzia last night, where 
je. American force y to haw 

s headquarters-Eight 6rarine 

fljson oakery ac c qpy a nfed by 

smaD recoimaissaiwe. h^ 

• rere e^pecied^uo'jeach the 
awn by roadj i® the 'huge air 
ase is almost permanently fog- 
ound in wauer^--'-' ' . 

“They areriue to arrive today 
nd tfa^ ai^ I think, on their 
ray by road,”- Captain Yahya . 
iiddiqui, a UN:spokesnun in 

• luzla, saidyesierday. He bad no 
Jetaife about the teams’ plans, . 
mt they are likely to start set- 
ing up communications for 
he Tbzla headquarters and 
tcoiiting around for suitable 
>ases in the area. 

Meanwhile, the' first Nato 
. troops flew to Croatia and Sara- 
icvo from a British air force base 
at Bruggen in northern Ger- 
many. The 56 members of the 
British 7th Signals regiment 
who left on the first C-130 . 
transporter were assignor} to 
support Nato’s AHied Com- 
mand Europe Rapid Reaction 
Corps { ARRC). Three more 
aircraft from RAF Lyneham 
stopped in Brueggen to pick up 
more equipment, soldiers and 
ARRC officers based in Ger- 
many and destined for Split and 
Sarajevo. The ARRC las prime 
responsibility for naming 4a - 
60,000-strong ground force im- 
plementing the Dayton accord. 

It seems that several plane- 
loads more of Americans at- 
tached to (he Nato 
Implementation Force (I-For) ' 
will finally reach Tuzla tomor- 
row, weather permitting. Whi- 
ter will be the first obstacle to , 
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Advance force: Britrehantf American troops disembarking at Sarajevo on a mission to set up a communications system for use by Nato 


the US deployment Apart from 
a semi-permanent fog, snow 
threatens to faEL Roads in the 
area, are small and badly main- 
tamed despite the efforts of the 
UN . . forces around' 
Huda, and a heavy snowfall 
will slow traffic even more. 

Under the peace plan, the 
Nato division in charge o£- 
north-eastern Bosnia wul in- 
dude 20,000 US troops, a 
Nordic brigade . of Swedes,, ; 


Danes and Finns, a Russian 
brigade and a Turkish element. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sverker 
Goranson, chief of staff for the 
UN Nordic battalion, based in 
Ibzla, will switch his blue beret 
for mfliiaiy green once Nato 
takes control m mid-December. 

He does not foresee military 
trouble for the Americans, as 
the front lines are relatively sta- 
ble, and very little land wfll 
change hands under the peace 


deaL But he is concerned about 
the logistics of the operation: 
‘They will face the same prob- 
lems as we do: the number of 
mines along the confrontation 
line, which will take a long 
time to clear. If we get a tough 
winter, if there is snow ... 

“If you look at the terrain, 
there are very few roads of a 
high standard. One runs north 
to south, another east to west, 
and all the rest are gravel.” 


The troops’ first task, fol- 
lowing the construction of 
camps near Tuzla and closer to 
the front line, will be to create 
a 4km ‘‘zone of separation" be- 
tween the warring forces with- 
in 30 days. That will involve 
overseeing the withdrawal of all 
soldiers and weapons from the 
line and clearing mines. Then 
the soldiers will build fixed ob- 
servation posts along the line 
and open crossings. 


Colonel Goranson is confi- 
dent I-For wQl meet its deadline, 
if the weather hold**. Ominous 
snowflakes whirled down yes- 
terday. coaling the hills, but pe- 
tered out into drizzle in the 
afternoon. He is also relative- 
ly optimistic about the Dayton 
deal: "Everyone in uniform [in 
Bosnia] is srek and tired of the 
war. They want something else, 
but they are taking very small 
steps because they don’t really 
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trust the enemy. I can't blame 
them. 1 understand, they have 
had up to 36 ceasefires before." 

He had a word of warning for 
the newcomers, used as they are 
to exerting total control "over 
their environment: "If you have 
a problem, the first step is to ne- 
gotiate. You don't resolve every- 
thing by slapping someone 
else s face ... as lung as they 
recognise that, there will be no 
problems." 


American incursion finds 
Hungary ODen for business 


EU delays meeting 
on reconstruction 


ADRIAN BRIDGE 

Taszar - 


“HoooooahhH”- prodSfanaithei 
welcome message pinned ' to 
•the notice board af theen- . 
.trance to the Taszar airbase'm 
'southern Husgarc TheAmir^’ 
Scans are coming, ta tbe nadfevr 
months, thousand of US troops 
axe expected fo'ff ood through:' 
Taszar on the way to Bosnia as 
part of the planned 60,000- 
strong Nato peace force: ■ ; ‘ 


^^adeK arehefcing theictips. 

edboost totbetocaj economy,” 
_ saM ZoltM Thpaszti, * shop- 
.leceperwho is ajrearfy stocking 
up with Marlboros mid Jim 
• Beam whisky. . \ 

, Btrt some ^nothers are al- 
.ready likkmg up their aaugh- 
} fcens- T arid other teenagers are 
rooking forward to il," said TV 
bor Molnar. “Bmcwr parents 


1 wifl be the first of su^ a Nato' 
’ force in a fojmerWbrcaw Pact 
country. US forces will also her 
using a milhaiy base in the oear- 
by town of Kajtosvar. Under the - 
peace accord the Nato deploy- 
ment should last fora year, but . 
many predict it could be longer. 

The 2,000- people of the vil- 
lage of Taszar see the arrival of 
the Americans as a mixed bless- 


are wanied^'raCTtlunkth^ 
iirrival of the. Gfis win spell the. 

. amvafcjf cocaine, Aidsj'sfreet 
brawls, and Russian prostitutes. 

1 There is h lot of fear, especial-’ 
fy among women and mottiere,? 

. The^tinwHungaiyj^ayed 
host to foreign troops on what 
wasahrays called a “tenqjorazy” 
bas^ tiiey stayed more than 40 
yeare-Several Soviet baiesnear 
Thszarwere dosed onlyin 199L 
The Hungarian government, 
however; has embraced die 


American involvement, seeing 
it as a stepping-stone towards 
membership of Nato. Aparlia- 
mentaxy vote last month on 
whether to allow the deploy- 
ment was passed by 312 to 1. 

“We are very pleased to of- 
fer our facilities to the US 
forces andobvioudyhope that 
if will serve our cause,” said Ga- 
bon Szentwanyi, a foreign min- 
istry spokesman. “Of course 
we have already staged Nato ex- 
ercises here under the Part- 
nership for Peace programme, 
but they were only exercises. 
This time it will be for real." 

The camps at Tkszar and 
Kaposvar will be staging posts 
for some 20,000 US troops ex- 
pected to be sent from Germany 
to Bosnia.-Some 2^00 logistics 
and communications specialists 
will be based there. 

An advance party of 25 lo- 
gistics specialists has started 


preparing the ground for the ex- 
pected onslaught. “It’s cool,** 
said Captain Steve Shapiro, 
asked how it felt to be operat- 
ing from a former Warsaw Pact 
country. His colleague at the 
Thszar base, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Michael Anderson, 
said: “We have been very well 
looked after by our Hungarian 
hosts. The Hungarian military 
is every bit as professional as any 
I have ever dealt with in Nato. 
To tell you the truth, when I first 
got here I did not even notice 
the difference." 

■ Berne — Switzerland agreed 
yesterday to grant passage to 
Nato troops and materiel bound 
for Bosnia, the first time the 
neutral republic has allowed al- 
liance forces through its terri- 
tory. The cabinet said it would 
permit supply flights and land 
transports on a case- by-case 
basis. 


SARAH HELM 

Brussels 

European foreign ministers yes- 
terday delayed a money-raising 
conference for Bosnian recon- 
struction, amid growing confu- 
sion about how to implement 
the political and civilian side of 
the Dayton peace deal. 

The European Commission 
had proposed to host a pledg- 
ing conference in Brussels on 20 
December. The conference was 
to have followed the London 
conference this weekend when 
further peace implementation 
planning is to lake place. A cer- 
emony to sign the Dayton deal 
is scheduled for Paris next week. 

However, in the first sign of 
a slow-down in momentum 
since the Dayton agreement was 
signed. EU foreign ministers 
said it was “too early" for a mon- 
ey-raising meeting. 


Reconstruction and aid 
needs have not yet been prop- 
erly identified, and there is no 
certainty the waning sides in 
Bosnia will agree to the detailed 
terms set out in the Dayton deal. 

Malcolm Rifkind, the Foreign 


Secretary, said in Brussels yes- 
terday that if such a meeting 
were held before Christmas it 


would be a matter of “plucking 
figures out of the air." 

H was crucial that the Bosn- 
ian parties were frilly aware 
there would be no reconstruc- 
tion effort unless the Dayton 
terms were fully adhered to. he 
said “We must not send signals 
which confuse, but rather, 
which illuminate." 

Discussions have already 
started over how the cost of the 
operation should be shared. 
The assumption is that the US 
would pay for one-third with the 
EU paving another third and 


the rest being shared by other 
states. However, estimates of re- 
construction costs range from 
$3bn (£2bn) to $6bn. Mr 
Rifkind said yesterday, and far 

E lanning was still needed. He 
oped the pledging conference 
could be held in the New Year. 

Britain hopes ihe London 
conference this weekend wifl put 
in place building blocks for the 
civilian peace-making effort, 
beginning with the appoint- 
ment of a civilian overlord. 
The official is expected to be 
Carl BildL the EU representa- 
tive to former Yugoslavia. 

Whoever takes on this task 
will face an enormous challenge, 
as some requirements of the 
Dayton accord, such as "relura 
of refugees”, are unlikely to be 
achieved The holding of elec- 
tions within nine months of 
the agreement’s implementa- 
tion also appears ambitious. 


£40,000 SO 
far raised 
for victims 
of conflict 


As Christmas approaches, 
the 'Independent' is asking 
readers to support four char- 
rtres working to help child 
victims of the wore in former 
Yugoslavia. So far. the ap- 
peal has brought in £40,000 
for the four chanties: 

Save the Children is 
focusing on children who 
have been separated from 
their families, counselling 
and reuniting them; 

The Red Cross is running 
the largest humanitanan 
operation in the region, 
looking after refugee camps 
and linking people through 
its messaging network; 

War Child plans to build a 
£2. 5m music -therapy centre 
m Mostar. and to send 
urgently needed prosthetics 
to v.ounded children in the 
Tuzla area; 

Child Advocacy Interna- 
tional aims to bnng up to 
100 sick children to Britain 
for treatment they could not 
obtain at home. 

Please make your cheques 
or postal orders payable to 
the chanties of your choice 
and send them to us with 
the completed coupon. 


^ INDEPENDENT » 


[ l would like to make a 
i donation to help children in 
| former Yugoslavia. I enclose 
! a cheque/postal 
j order/CAWCAF card for 

i £. made payable to 

J one of the following 
i charities. 

:□ ttilld Advocacy 
j Inte rnational 

:□ British Red Cross 
j Former Yugoslavia Appeal 

!□ War Child 

Save the Children 

[ {please Be* as appropriate) 

[Signature 


I Please pest your aonattonfs) tor 

i The Independent Children of 
i War Appeal, 
i q/o the Independent, PO 
i Box 4011. London E14 5BB 

i THANK YOU 

L J 


CHRISTMAS CDs FOR EVERY READER 

WITH THE INDEPENDENT 



"^"# : rreare offering readers the opportunity to collect four CDs in our 
Vj\/-;exchisive ChristmasCD offer. 

V- Tf ; ®eal481ues» a cohesion of ten tracks performed by ten artists, is the 
second of fcair CDs are offering you this week for only £2.99 each. The 

other CDs' avail^le indude Christmas Carols featured yesterday and Sun- 
day, Qassical Masteipeices and Rocl^nltoll Legends which we will be cover 
ing duringthe restof thisweek.. 

For £2.99 a copy including free postage and packing, Real Blues is the ideal 
stocking filler for Christmas. You may order as many Real Blues CDs as you 
wish for £2.99 each but first yoii must collect two differently numbered 

we.prinri^^en: I^Tbken 2 plus the order form will be pub- 

lished tomorrow. . -S, m n . , . „ . . 

Tte same formula ^hes to the offier CDs available in. our offer, for each 
different title, you must collect two differently numbered tokens. The last 
token will appear in the paper on Saturday 9 December. 

Please allow 28 days dekvery^ffoniT'eceipt of your order. The offer closes on 
March 31 1996- If you would like your order delivered in time for Christmas, 
itmust be received by 12 December 1995. The offer is subject to availability 
and is aoolicable to reader iii the UK and Republic or Ireland (please send 
Sterling only)- Ify° u My queries, please call: 01708 386 888 
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Trials-;' 




1. Robert Johnson - “Cross 
Road Blues" 

2. Big Joe William* - 
“Nobody Knows You When 
You're Down And Oui" 

J. Mississippi John Hun - 
“Nobcidv's Business But 
Mine” 

4. Howlin Wolf • “I Didn't 


Mean To Hurt Your feelings” 10. Canned Hear - “Spoonful’' 



5. Lighlnin' Hopkins - “My 
Baby's Gone” 

6. Muddy Waters - “Baby 
Please Don't Go” 

7. John Lee Hooker - “I’m In 
The Mood’ 

8. Memphis Slim - “Rock Me 
Woman” 

9. Bo Diddlev - “Mona” 
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It is a fare - and intensely ex- 
citing - experience to pick op 
a book of which one has no par- 
ticular expectations and to find, 
within a dozen pages, that one 
has stumbled not only on a born 
writer but, quite possibly, on a 
great one; and no novelist in the 
past 30 years can, I suspect have 
made just such an impact on 
more British readers than did 
Robertson Davies. 

Why even now this literary 
phenomenon should remain so 
relatively little known to the 
world at large constitutes, to all 
those readers, an unpenetrable 
mystery; eminently worthy of 
the Nobel Prize for Literature, 
only once was he ever short- 
listed for the Booker. His Ca- 
nadian background obviously 
had something to do with it; it 
is impossible to believe that, had 
be lived and worked in England, 
his genius would not have been 
more widely recognised. 

But that was not the whole 
story. There was also the fact 
that his books were unlike oth- 
er people's. They were long 
they often deliberately ram- 
bled; they touched on magic, 
food, semantics, poetry, the 
supernatural, holistic medicine, 
Jungian analysis, murder, art 
forgeiy, the theatre, the inter- 
pretation of dreams and any- 
thing else that happened to 
strike the author's astonishing 
imagination while he was writ- 
ing. His novels, in the extrava- 
gance of their plots, the 
outlandishness of many of their 
characters, the luxury of their 
language, were baroque 
through and through; and un- 
happily, in the late 20th centu- 
ry, the baroque is no longer 
fashionable. 

Bom in 1913 in Thamesville, 
Ontario, Davies was educated 
at Queen's University, Toronto, 
and at Balliol College, Oxford, 


The producer of television's 
Hemes of Comedy , John Fish- 
er, in his classic Funny Way to 
be a Hero (1973), writes of 
double-acts, “The static com- 
bination of gullible, gormless, 
grotesque and shrewd, 
pompous know-all readied its 
zany apotheosis in the late For- 
ties with the act of Jimmy Jew- 
el and Ben Warriss.” Warriss 
was the straight man in the 
snappy suit and Jimmy Jewel 
was the b aggy -panted comic. 
Never reaching the popular 
heights of Flanagan and Allen, 
they nevertheless topped the biQ 
for many years before the 
brighter, younger comedy of 
couples lie Morecambe and 
Wise came flashing in. 

Jewel and ^ferriss were prob- 
ably the tail-end of the variety 
doubles, a trade learnt the hard 
way from small-town tours 
through the Thirties. Both came 
from show-business families. 
They were cousins, bom in 
1912, six months apart, in the 
same bed. Jimmy was the son 
of a comedian, James Marsh, 
who changed his name to Jim- 
my Marsh, and then to Jimmy 
Jewel Jewel senior wrote and 
produced his own touring re- 
vues, and designed the sets, buOt 
the props and painted the 
scenery. The cousins did their 
first double-act for the family at 
the age of four. They sang 
“Here comes the Five-Fifteen, 
hear the whistle blowing". 

Jimmy made his profession- 
al debut one year later. Dressed 
up as a little red devil he was 
shot on to the stage through a 
trap door, and broke his arm. 


Professor Robertson Davies 


after which he taught and act- 
ed in London at the Old Vic; it 
was there that he met bis wife, 
the Australian actress and stage 
m a n ager of the company Bren- 
da Mathews. The theatre was in 
the blood of both of them, and 
on their regular visits to Eng- 
land there were few nights - 
apart from the occasional 
evening at dinner with dose 
friends - when they were able 
to keep away from it “Rob” 
Daviess unmistakable figure - 
as he grew older he kx>ked more 
and more like same mischievous 
Old Testament patriarch, with 
his snow-white beard and bril- 
liant, twinkling eyes — was 
almost as familiar at Stratford- 
on-Avon as it was at Stratford, 
Ontario; and it was a matter of 
real sorrow to him that none of 
bis own 30-odd plays had any 
real success outside bis native 
country. He consoled himself 
with his novels; T like being a 
novelist," he used to say, “for 
the same reason that Charles 
Dickens liked being a novelist. 
You can play all the parts, 
arrange the scenery, be the 
whole show and nobody gets in 
the way." 

The theatrical metaphor is 
sig nifi cant - the more so when 
we remember that Dickens too 
had a lifelong passion for the 
theatre. (As a particular devo- 
tee of amateur theatricals, how 
be would have loved Tempest- 
Tost, 1951, the first of three nov- 
els forming the “Salterton 
Trilogy" and the funniest book 
on the subject ever written.) He 
and Davies had a lot in com- 
mon. Both were prepared to al- 
low their imagination to take 
them where it would - though 
never so far that they could not 
find their way home a g ain- , both 
were drawn, irresistibly, to- 
wards the grotesque; neither 
was afraid —when the time was 


right - to go, consciously and 
quite deliberately, aver the top. 
Davies’s hilarious account, m 
what sadly proves to be his last 
novel, 7 Tie Cunning Man (1995), 
of the Coburg Social Parlours 
Annual Bad Breath Contest, is 
a case in point 

His literary life, however, 
was not confined to novels and 
plays. On his return to Canada 
be had become a journalist, not 

F&erhorough Examiner - owned 
by his fader - but for many 
years contributing a regular 
column purporting to be 
the work of a cantankerous 
columnist named Samuel 
Marchbanks. 

Professor of English at the 
University of Tbronto from 
1962. in the following year he 
was appointed first Master of 
the new Massey College. (Al- 
though he retired in 1981, he 
held the titles of Master Emer- 
itus and Professor Emeritus 
until his death.) It was during 
his years at Massey that he be- 
came famous for telling his an- 
nual Christmas ghost story, a 
major event in the university caL 
endar. Ghosts always fascinat- 
ed him; one of them, indeed, is 
the protagonist of his penulti- 
mate novel, Murtherand Walk- 
ing Spirits (1991). “I believe in 
them,’ 7 he once said, “as Shake- 
speare believed in them. They 
are a way of exemplifying some- 
thing you know to be true, but 
which is very hard to give 
substance to. 

“Why does Hamlet see his fa- 
ther’s ghost? It's in order that 
he may recognise what he 
knows m the depths of his own 
mind. It doesn’t really mean that 
people are floating around in 
nighties looking for someone to 
scare.” 

Inevitably, with his genius, his 
reputation -and his looks- he 



Davtes: Hot some mischlevofis OM Testament patriarch 


was cut out to become the 
Grand Old Man. In a recent 
letter he wrote: 

AH of a sudden I seem to be atmb- 
lic monument ... If someone has a 
briffiam new scheme for revitalising 
the drama, or giving fresh juke to fee 
novel 1 am just the lad to give it a 
posh. “Cdebrity auctions" implore 
worn-out pairs of socks . . . The lat- 
est is a demand for a bottle of my 
favourite wine to be auctioned fen 1 
some literary cause; I have not the 
face to teQ them that my favourite 


Jimmy Jewel 



Jewel: b agg y-panted 

“My first break in show- 
busmess", he quipped. 

Educated at boarding schools 
in Derbyshire and in Penge, 
sou t h London, Jimmy joined the 
family troupe, but backstage, 
helping with the sets and the 
scenery. It was in the revue £r- 
plosions in 1925 at the Hippo- 
drome, Roxburgh, that he 
turned “pro”. Ben Warriss was 
in the show playing a miner’s 
boy. 1b prune the expenses. 
Jewel sacked Ben and gave his 
part to Jimmy. This led to a 
backstage fight. Meanwhile 
Jimmy, now re-christened 
Marsh Jewel by his father, was 
tried out as a comedian. “Act 
daft.” he whs told, so he did, and 
after a crash course in clog, tap 
and soft-shoe dancing, Jimmy 
had an act to please the patrons. 

By 1931 Jimmy Jewel junior 
was starring in doe-variety, 
which meant he went on be- 
tween the B-picture and the 
Bathe Gazette. He would open 
with a song, “AnnabeUe Lee”, 


Buchanan and^Maurice Cheva- 
lier, and close with achocus of 
“Pit Plat Listen to the Rain”. 

He next tried his hand at his 
own show. He formed a co- 
operative with Willie Lancet, a 
midget whose act was as a tele- 
graph boy who sang a saucy 
song called “I Always Take a 
Long Time Coming”. The cast 
induded Jimmy’s Unde Fred, 
and under the title of We’re All 
In It and Up To Our Necks , it 
opened in Castleford. Its run 
was shorter than expected when 
two detectives arrested Unde 
Fred for not paying his 
maintenance money. 

Ben Whrriss was by now a 
well-known solo turn as a Hack- 
face singer. He and Jimmy 
chanced to be booked togeth- 
er fix a one-nigbt stand. The tall 
required two single acts and one 
double. Money was tight so 
the cousins agreed to do the lot, 
whipping up a patter act and re- 
ceiving 50 shillings between 
them for the night. Die venue 
was Welwyn Garden City. 

In May 1934 the double-act 
first came together. Jimmy and 
Ben bad been booked sepa- 
rate^ by Jewd senior far a show 
at the Palace, Newcastle. An- 
other double-act failed to turn 
up. It was the boys* big chance. 
Remembering gags from ail 
die doubles they had seen down 
the years, Ben opened with the 
classic straight line, “Ladies 
and gentlemen, a little mono- 
logue entitled The Week of the 
Hesperus’.” Jimmy came on 
with a funny run, shouting, 
“Have you seen a feller with a 


small bowler hat, tall suit and 
black shoes?” “No”, said Ben. 
“Blimey!” said Jimmy, “Tm 
lost again!” 

The new act was booked by 
the Northern impresario John 
D. Roberton, father of the Car- 
ry On comedian Jack Douglas. 
He paid them £14 a week for his 
revue. Revels of 1934. Jewel and 
Wnriss were on their way. if not 
to the top of the bill at least to 
Australia. Here, Jimmy met 
Belle Bluett, the pretty daugh- 
ter of a show-business family. 
He fell in love and married her. 

Jewel and Warriss finally 
made their West End d£but at 
the Holbom Emmie; top of the 
bill was Max Miller. They 
starred in a touring revue and 
first performed their quarrelling 
act known as “The Mustard 
Routine”, which their agent 
had bought from the popular 
American double-act Bud Ab- 
bott and Lou Costello. Their 
first Palladium show. Gangway 
came in 1942, and their film 
dlbut a year later, as Vera 
Lynn’s brothers in the Colum- 
bia musical Rhythm Serenade. 

During the Second World 
War they played for the forces 
through ENSA, and starred 
with Two Ton Jessie O'Shea in 
the Blackpool spectacular. The 
Big Show (1943). A provincial 
tour in Black Vanities followed, 
by which time they were earn- 
ing £200 a week. In 1946 VaJ 
Parnell put them Into his Pal- 
ladium show High Time. 

Radio now entered the 
scene; the BBC producer 
George limes booked them for 
a run of 13 weeks in his series 


Navy Mixture. A series of their 
own fofl owed. Up the Pole made 
its d£but in October 1947 and 
ran until 1952. The pair were 
cast as the cross-talking pro- 
prietors of an Arctic trading 
post, with Claude Dampier as 
Horace Hotplate, Mayor of the 
North Pole. Jon IY rt wc played 
Mr Burp the handyman. 

Films tried them again in 
1949, and the act went to Man- 
chester to star in a film direct- 
ed by the Northern film-maker 
John E. Blakeley. Jimmy and 
Ben played a pair of dumsy sol- 
diers bossed about by their 
sergeant - the Irish tenor and 
income tax refugee Josef Locke. 
The film was to have been 
called Up the Foie, but the BBC 
wanted a fee for their title; 
Blakeley promptly re-chris- 
tened it What a Cany On! A pity 
he didn’t copyright that 

The act did better in televi- 
sion. Ronnie WaJdman, the 
head of BBC light entertain- 
ment, created a spectacular 
Saturday show around them, 
written by Ronnie Hanbruy. 
Him It Up started in September 
1951. A second series ran in 
1953, entitled Re-Tum It Up. 

Their next series was a com- 
edy thriller serial Double Cross 
(1956). Their writers were Sid 
Green and Dick Hills, who lat- 
er wrote for Morecambe and 
Wise. Jewel supplied the idea, 
inspired by the real-life spy af- 
fair of Burgess and Maclean. A 
pretty blonde singer, JX Day, 
was the gjrl in the case, who was 
so frightened that she fainted 
during the live transmission. 
Without a pause, Jewel prompt- 


wine is the one that appears on the 
table, and although I can tell wfaiie- 
fromiedmagixichighil am sot oth- 
erwise a wine btu£ Bat the real 
nuisances are the ones with lalenl- 
ed chfidtOL last week, as I far chi the 
hospital table while a caitfiologjst 
read what a machine was saying about 
my heart, the doctor confided to me 
with blushes that his son was a 
Flaubert in embryo, and it would 
mean so much to the lad if I would 
raft to him about writing. Under such 
circumstances, what does ooe do? If 
I refuse he may poison me ... They 


are all sore there is some secret, and 
they all rhinfc that writing is a high 
road to opulence. Many also imag- 

ox that being a wruaamaro the ca- 
resses of exqnisrte society beauties, 
which I have never found to be the 
case. 

Another fascination of 
Robertson Davies was with the 
preternatural ly gifted. The 
young Paul Dempster, whose 
mother was JctDed at the be- 
ginning of Fifth Business (1970) 
by a misdirected snowball 
grows up to be Magnus Eisen- 
grim. the greatest iDusianisC-ma- 
gjcian the world has ever seen. 

Dr Jonathan Hullah, heat) of 
Hie CunningMan, is its most in- 
spired diagnostician. And yel 
reaching the end of the canon, 
one is forced to the conclusion 
that Davies himself was a 
greater magician than Eisen- 
grim could ever hope to be, and 
saw yet more deeply into the hu- 
man psyche - or body, for to 
him it was all one - even than 
H ullah. He not only looked like 

a sage; he was one. His work is 
as instinct with wisdom as it is 
with imagina tion, and with 
humour, and with the drama. 

As Hullah says; “This is the 
Great Theatre of life. Admis- 
sion is free but the taxation is 
mortal. You come when you 
can, and leave when you must. 
The show is continuous.” 

John JaHns Norwich 

My first meal with Robertson 
Davies in 1986 was celebrato- 
ry, writes Fiefidty Bryan. 1 had 
been his literary agent for only 
a year and on the eve of his ar- 
rival in London I tracked him 
down at his Swedish publishers 
to tell turn that his novel What’s 
Bred in the Bone had been 
shortlisted for die Booker Prize. 

This recognition was exactly 
what we needed- For, while be 
was already a cult author in 


America and his books sold 
throu gho ut the world, recogni- 
tion in England had eluded 
him. There was a group of en- 
thusiasts (including Anthony 

n X.. I c 


should have won the Nobel 
Prize) who had experienced 
his extraordinary “Deptford 
Tnktsf and never looked back. 
But it was tiny. 

Rob put this down to a gen- 
eral British prejudice that found 
all things boring if they hailed 
from Canada. It was not some- 
thing he resented. Indeed, he 
took positive pride in the bor- 
ingness of Canadians, saying 
that be and his Swedish hosts 
had waxed qifaecompetitive 
about which country was the 
most boring. 

The Canada he wrfly ob- 
serves m his novels has as many 
layers as an onion and brims 
with memorable eccentrics. 
Rob and his wife Brenda invit- 
ed me there one year toitey in 
the fine house they had built in 

the woods an horn from Tbrcm- 
to. It was a place to write and 
enjoy the countryside, but also 
to escape. For in Canada 
Robertson Davies was a hero. 
His books were both best- 
sellers and classics and thou- 
sands would attend his famous 
readings which - as a former 
actor - he performed with 
brfllance and brio. - - 

His belated recognition in 
Britain did mean a lot London, 
where be had been an actor, and 
Oxford, where he had studied, 
were dose to his heart When 
he was made an Honorary Fel- 
low of Balliol College he 
admitted to being “quite inor- 
dinately proud oi it”; when he 
received an honorary degree in 
the Sheldonian, looking like 
an ornate Father Christmas, 
he was thrilled to bits. 

Representing Robertson 


Davies was pure pleasure. H 
old-fashioned good mannci 
and appreciation were refrcsl 
ing and his letters fizzed wit 
bizarre anecdotes and sly con 
ments on critics, publishers an 
all literary types. In his last le 
ter in October, he wrote that h 
was much enjoying writing h 
next novel which was to be th 
third of a loosely linked trilog 
(with Murther and Walkin 
Spirits and The Cunning Man 
“I am purafcd,” he wrote, “t 
determine whether it has no pk 
at all or more plot than th 
Bible. Certainly a lot of thing 
happen but the characters kec 
talking all the time which ma 
give a somewhat static iraprei 
sion. However, there’s lots c 
-time to take care of that”, 
feel fate has cheated me c 
another rare treat. 

William Robertson Davies, run • 
elist, playwright and English 
scholar: bam Thamesville, On 
tario 28 August 1913; Edita 
and Publisher, Peterborougl 
Examiner 1942-63; Professor q 
English, University of Toronti 
1960-81 (Emeritus), Master o 
Massey College 1 963-81 ( Enter 
bus); Stephen Leacock Medal fix 
Humour .1955; Lome Picrct 
Medal of Rtiyal Society of Cana- 
da 1961; Governor-General': 
Award for Fiction 1973; books inj 
dude The "fable Talk of Samuel 
Marchbanks 1949, the "Salter] 
ton Trilogy" - Tempest-Tosn 
1951, Leaven of Malice 1954. AI 
Mixture of Frailties 1958, thA 
"Deptford Trilogy •- Fifth Busi-i 
ness 797ft The Manticore 1972, i 
World of Wonders 1975, the*. 
“ Cornish Trilogy ” - The Rebel: 
Angels 1 981, WhafsBred in the 
Bone 1985, The Lyre of Or-! 
pheus 1988; married 1940 Bren-\ 
da Mathews (three daughters);) 
died Orangeville, Ontario 2! 
December 1995. j 
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Jewel (right) and Warriss: the tafl-end of the variety do ub l e act s 


ed Warriss into going into their 
long-lasting Mustard Routine. 

Television proved the “third 
life” for Jimmy Jewel as record- 
ed in his autobiography. Three 
Times Lucky (1982). After the 
team broke up fa 1966, Rank 
Muir, the BBC’s Head of Com- 
edy, tried him out in the short 
play Spanner in the Works 
(1967). His success fa this led 
to a role fa the full-length 
Lucky For Some. Then came the 
breakthrough, the part of Eli 
Pledge, pickle manufacturer, 
fa the Granada series Nearest 
and Dearest, which began fa An- 
gust 1968. The brilliantly ec- 
centric Hylda Baker co-starred 
as his aster Nellie, a pairing that 


came off perfectly on the tele- 
vision screen, but not so off-set. 
They fell out and only spoke to 
each other when on camera. 

While Warriss soldiered on 
chairing the occasional old- 
time music hall Jewel went 
from strength to strength. He 
turned into one of those great 
variety stare who, like WDI Ifyfle 
and George Robey, found new 
careers fa legitimate drama. In 
Spring and Autumn (1973), he 
played a widowed father living 
with a very unwilling son-in-law. 
Neal Simon’s The Sunshine Bays 
(1975) secured him a permanent 
place fa the theatre. 

Jewel's last television series. 
Funny Man , was based on his 


own life story and his family's 
career fa the music halls. The 
most surprising role he played 
on television was as a cartoon- 
ist on the game show Quick on 
the Draw. His early work as his 
father’s scenic painter was evi- 
dently at the root of his unsus- , 
pected ability to sketch out 
impromptu visual gags, proving 
that everything learnt in life 
counts -if you live long enough. 

Deais Gifford 

James Arthur Thomas Jewel 
Marsh (Jimmy Jewel), comedian 
bom Sheffield 4 December 1912 ; 
married Belle Bluett ( died 1985; 
one son, me adopted daughter); 
died London 3 December 1995. 
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Lowering legal limits and random breath-testing would save more lives than advertising campaigns. Christian Wolmar reports 

One more for the road - and the morgue 


W e are m for our annual 
of fiodc treatment 
wmgatwhen Hus year's Orast^ 
mas Mti-cirink-drive coinineir- 
oal is screened for. the first- 
time. It is, like last year’s effort, 
aimed at young people who 
dnafc. in pabs - the most easily 
targeted grwip of drmk-dri- 
vers - The ad shows a young 
™an being e gge d on to have 
one more" drink in the pub. 
Then it cuts to his mother feed- 
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damaged after the inevitable 
crash that followed fajs binge. 

TWo decades of these shock, 
ads have helped to change the 
social climate of drinking and 
driving. Drink-driving used to 
beconskferedabitofaTaii^i” 
the subject of pocket cartoons 
and comedians’ jokes. Not any 
longer. It has become conven- 
tional wisdom that the drink- 
drive scourge has largely been 

It used to be 
considered a bit 
of a laugh, the 
subject of pocket 
cartoons and 
comedians’ jokes 

beaten and that “one for the 
10811 ” is as socially unacceptable 
as smokmg in public places. 

Thie, there has been an enor- 
mous social change, (foe of the 
great transformations in per- 
sonal mores of recent -years. 
Indeed, getting people not to 
drink and dnve has become 
almost hip.' This Christmas, 
Holsten Pus is running its crwn 
can^palgnandCbrentiyconnid 
has even taken to encouraging . 
publicans to hand out blue rib- 
bons to driver# as a way of 
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Aged 25 to 54, they % 

drink beer in pubs before | 
offending. They are C2DEs ^ 
who deny that drink ' 
driving is wrong and feel ft 
that they are unlikely to ;H 
be stopped. g 

They believe they are. 
good drivers who are 
unaffected by j# 
drinking. j&r 
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Drink drivers: 
the four types 


Aged 25 to 35, • / 1/ 

they drink strong / j 

beer at home or at \^crl 
friends’ homes before 
offending. They are Cls X 
and C2s, inexperienced ( :/ |g 
drivers with a carefree \ 

i attitude to fife, and "//Q/vV 
% easily influenced in fj ' 
\a@pup. 

^They know that 
^^their drivir^ is impaired but 


still take the risk. 


Soi^ a of meneomicM of a <3mk drive offence in 3S92 in a hi^metropaftan area, oo m mts a onefl 

byrieRytmai Group, DMB&Bandltie Department of Transport. Gra®dic Maik Hayman Cartoons: Jim Pavfrts 


Contrast this with yester- 


reducing the stigma of not . . day’s detailed inquiry into the - 
drinlohgwheh ootwith thelads- • ‘aniang l^ yeais ago of tbe 
This dxange in social behay- - hnOc ^arriw m \»fnrh 

iour has largely beem broa^it 44 people died. ? 
about by. a combination of - Asiong largeeJemeans of the 


represent 7 per cent of the 
total^ still ctmvicted each year 
of dimk-driving offences. These 
are the “devastated profession' 
ais” who take calculated risk 
on the way home from a party 


pub. There is also a fifth, het- 
erogeneous group of one-offs, 
who cannot be put into any pre- 
cise category. 

Because young drinkers, 
aged 18 to 30, are foe easiest to 


but it is important to find ways 
of aiming at othergroups, too, 
if we are going to gel the death 
toll down further.’' 

There is a further problem 
about directing the publicity at 


conventional methods of tar- 
geting drink-drivers are no 
longer effective. While the loll 
fell sharply, from 1,643 in 1979 
to 1,110 in 1983. it has fallen 
much more slowly since, with 


on Transport Safety, reckons 
that the time has come to change 
drink-drive rules. The current 
legal limit is SO milligrammes of 
alcohol per 100 nullil itres of 
blood, but Mr Gifford, along 


on 1 December last year reduce,, 
the limit from SUme to 50mt 
That month, there was a 9.6 pc - 
cent drop in road accidents caw 
ing injuries and a 23 per cent fa.: 
in road deaths compared wit . 
the previous December. 

Mr Gifford accepts that th. 
publicity associated with th. 
change helped to reduce the to 
but argues: “There arc lots i 
Belgians alive today who other 
wise would have been deai 

Surely that makes this type c 
change worthwhile.’' Mr Giffor . 
says that there is increasing sci- 
entific evidence to suggest the 
5Umg is 3 beuer limit becaus 
dial Is die point when alcohr . 
sums seriously to impair driving 
However/ ministers ar. 
reluctant to introduce th. 
change, let alone the “zero 
limit advocated by some cam 
paigners. The politicians’ argu 
meni is echoed by John Ra>. 
who says that retaining publi 
support is ali impioriant: “If y o 

‘Once thev start 
breaking the 
law, it becomes 
less of a barrier 
to further 
drinking’ 

reduce the level too much, the) 
you lose public backing beeaus. 
people feel it is irrational. And 
once they start breaking th 
law. it becomes less of a bairie 
to further drinking.” 

This is refuted by Mr Gil 
ford, who says the evidenc 
from Belgium and Australia, 
where some states have als* 
implemented lower limit, 
unequivocally shows that lb. 
incidence of severe overdrink 
ing is reduced, along with mor. 
minor transgressions of the law . 

The random breath-ies: 
debate is equally fraught. Johi- 
Rac outlines the case against: 
“Random testing means setting.' 
up roadblocks and ' 



TMs week sees Judge Stephen Thnrim, the newly retired dhief inspector of 
orisons, take 1m last curtain call still defiantly ecttmE up tbe nose of the man 


Howard. On Thursday, Unnim attends a final special tribute to his work and 
his guest Drill be Derek Lewis, the recently sacked governor of HM prisons. 

The duo are to attend a gala perfpnnanoe'of ) Vest Side Story ar ’Wandsworth 
preou perfb^ted byinHWtes and • 

Pimlico Opera. Sinre Lews aqgrily 
Licensed Howard of unfair dismissal 
and interfering in operaiionaJ matters 
this autumn, Thmint’s gesture of 
friendship is likely to go down like a 
lead balloon at the Home'Office. Still, 

Howard may take solace iniheiact: 
that he can nowptnsne.te-?tfcBighon . 
er mr ” policies inrinroededh^Tfimun’s 
liberal mterfereuce. R>rhow}pngr. 
though, is a moot point Me thinks 
Tnmim ’s final words in office are, 
rinsing in the Home Secretary’s ears at 
nigbL “The pendulum will swing bade , 
again. It may not be until after the - 

election, but remember, that is only* . . . 


year or so away. 

Some interesting reading has : 

fallen on to my desk concerning Ian 
McCartney, the shadow employment 
secretaty. In May he Bsued a pr^ 

—i »Lnt mimmi^lv rienlorcd tnc 


Ot ocouanu ^ 

which announced that pre-tax ^ 

SM* 

200 staff redundant - part 
programme to shed 3,000 jobs by 

1997 

The bank’s chief executive, Geoigs 
Mathewson, was on amused- He 
relied to Tony Bbic, boll) 

to McCartney and the Labour 
spokesman for the City, Ahwaair 
Kriing, staling that he ^ W 
“surprised* by McCartoey’spress 

rtl MSartney mteipreted the^w 85 

maaastg 

first, S he puts ft, “rm still m the 


Here comes flhat Judge again ... 

job” Seconiltiwseforgjvmg people 
at the Royal Bank of Scotland have 
just given him a mortgage. .. . 

Manchester Unrre«ay bad a novel 

way of cdebratiBg National Tree 
Week, last week - itdrt down a pine 
copse on die land onhe Rra, .fanner 
hoi»eoftlKlatevice<haiKeilloraBd 
editor of^ ^Miatdusta-GuardSentjCP 
Scott, to create a car park. A nest of 
squirids died in the process -and 
the sight oftbefr bodks laid oat on 
the i raiv ersity ^dphas greatly 
I inflamed the mthwshy’s^een 

brigade (virtnaHy toe entire student 
ijcp,3latio»). Tbe axeman responsible, 
Mr Furseq head ftf estates and . 
services, 'is being bombarded wifh 
ftniooscaBs-Wheal rang lospeakto 
his socrrtaiy s^bed, “Abraittbe 

trees, is it?” 

It is not often that I meet 
convicted felons at drinks parties, so 
you may inora®ine my surprise when, at 
a literary do hosted by me Scottish 


week, X was introduced to an elegant 
lady attired in black and pearls named 
Baroness de StempeL 

Fm afraid yours truly was quite 
nonplussed. My manners deserted me 
entirely - 1 stood and gawped, 
wondering how to start conversation. 
(Baroness de Stem per, for (hose wbo 
don’t know, was sentenced to seven 
years in jail for swindling her late 
aunt, Lady Illingworth, out of 
£500,000 - she spent four years inside 
and was released in 1993.) What is a 
girl meant to say to such a person in 
the way of small talk? I could hardly 
say, “Aren’t you a criminal?” That 
would have been a bit rude. So, 
seeing as we were at a literary do, I 
opted for the tamer, “What have you 
written?" 

The good lady saw my 
embarrassment and came to the 
rescue at once. “I have written a 
book about myself, but it has sot yet 
been published.’’ Pause. “But the 
reason you've heard of me is because 
I was convicted of fraud and spent 
four years in jaU.” Phew. After that 
we had a lovely long, perfectly 
no rmal conversation about the 
expense of renting London fiats. ... 
Baroness de StempeJ is moving to 
Fulham. 




And there goes that Baroness 


I bad a fascina ting time last week 
visiting Gordon Medlicott, owe of 
Brftaxn’shist lighthonsefceepers - 
they are aB dne to be replaced by 
automatic navigational systems by 
199&. But Mr Medficott, 54, who is 


And, finally, that Eghthouse keeper 

head keeper at North Foreland 
lighthouse, near Bmadstairs in Kent, 
was at great pains to debunk the 
myth (which I firmly believed in) that 
lighthouse keepers are meant to keep 
a look out for wrecks in tbe dark. 
“Unless the coastguard asks, then 
that is not. and has never been, one of 
our duties,’' he told me patiently. “In 
fact, I bad a friend at- 1 won't say 
where - who only realised there was a 
ship aground outside his front door 
when be switched on his TV and saw 
the news.” 

Whilst Fleet Street's incestuous 
world is abuzz with tbe news that the 
Daily Mail's features editor, Richard 
Addis, is shortly to bearcic editor of 
the Express. Addis's wife, Noonie, has 
her mind on more academic affairs. 
She is devising an AncieQt Roman 
boardgame, due for completion in 
February. “The idea is dial lots of 
different Roman characters go 
around a street map of Rome buying 
ingredients for a Roman feast," she 
explains. “It is meant to be for all age 
groups - 1 thought of it because so 
many of my contemporaries were 
nostalgic for Latin lessons.” 

But Mrs Addis has one problem 
which readers may be able to assist 
with - choosing the game's name. 

“My last thought was “Ocero’," she 
says. “And friends have suggested 
Caligula and Festina Leme ” Send 
your suggestions my way. In the 
meantime, FU start the ball rolling, 
comiiy I’m afraid, with “Nil 
DesperandunT. 


0 
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Paying the price 
for Maastricht 


C ertain years in French history- 1789, 
1848, 1870, 1968 - are embedded in 
Europe's collective memory in a way that 
is true for no other country. Should we be 
preparing ourselves to add 1996 to the 
list? As with those earlier dates, the cri- 
sis facing President Jacques Chirac and his 
conservative government has a signifi- 
cance extending beyond France’s borders. 
It is a crisis whose course and outcome 
will be decisive for the direction that 
Europe takes in the next century. The bur- 
den of responsibility on Mr Chirac and his 
Prime Minister, Alain Juppd. is immense. 

No single motive underlies the strikes 
that have paralysed France's transport sys- 
tems, brought out utility and postal work- 
ers and coincided with a wave of student 
demonstrations. Rather the French pub- 
lic is nursing a collection of extremely var- 
ied grievances as well as an 01 -defined but 
acute anxiety about the future. Labour 
unrest had been threatening to boil to the 
surface since Mr Chirac's election victory 
last May. However, the catalyst for the 
strikes was the government's decision in 
late October to implement an austerity 
programme aimed at reducing the state 
budget deficit and ensuring that France 
will qualify for the single European cur- 
rency planned for launch in January 1999. 
Since all of Europe accepts that monetary 
union will never happen without French, 
participation, it is no exaggeration to say 
that the fate of the most ambitious pro- 
ject in the European Union's history 
hangs on the success of the French gov- 
ernment’s economic policies. 

The government mil not find it easy to 
settle the strikes quickly while reassuring 
the financial markets that Prance will meet 
the Maastricht treaty’s conditions for 


monetary union on schedule. The centre- 
piece of the austerity programme is a rad- 
ical redesign of the debt-ridden welfare 
state, involving new taxes for ah but the 
poorest people, controls on healthcare 
costs, and a demand that public-sector 
employees work longer for a full pension. 
If the government makes concessions to 
the strikers on these points, the markets 
will Lake it as evidence that France will not 
meet its deficit targets and the single cur- 
rency will not be launched in 1999. Yet if 
the government makes no concessions, the 
strikes will drag on, depressing the French 
economy and making it even more diffi- 
cult for the government to fulfil the Maas- 
tricht criteria on time. Heads or tails, it 
seems, the government cannot win. 


workers, postal staff and otter strikers have 
made no attempt to draw an intellectual 
connection between their protests and 
wider European issues. Yet the existence 
of such a connection is precisely what gives 
France’s social unrest its historic impor- 
tance. Viewed from a European perspec- 
tive, the troubles represent nothing less 
than a popular outcry against the model of 
Europe designed at Maastricht. It is no 
coincidence that similar disturbances have 
begun to rock Belgium, where the govern- 
ment is also embarked on a retrenchment 
. designed to slash die budget 
> meet the Maastricht terms, the 
French government has had to postpone its 
fight against unemployment, now at 
11.5 per cent, and ask much of the work- 
ing population to bear increased job inse- 
curity, higher taxes and reduced benefits. 
Now it has serious social discontent on its 

hands. The price being oak! for Maastricht 
is looking ominously 1 


Keeping up with 
the Tories 


Tn July, when the Government pro- 
A.posed a system of vouchers to pay for 
*• ' nursery schooling. Labour dismissed the 
. policy as a “con . At the tsne^we pre- 
: ■: dieted that it would only be a matter of 
time before the party “eats its words and 
advocates an adapted form of vouchers”. 
..i" Sure enough, with the year not yet out. 
Labour is thinking about doing just that. 

Itcouldallprovetobeabitofanembar- 
rassment for the Opposition. A sudden pol- 
icy shift would be hard for many in the pirty 
to stomach, not least David Bhmkett, 
Labour’s education spokesman. Yet, as we 
report today, Tony Blair is preparing to gulp 
hank he wants to have his own voudier pol- 
ity ready for the general election. 

Labour’s proposed U-turn would be 
• good news for those who support enhanced 
consumer power over public services. A 
- - voucher system offers parents a choice of 
nursery school. However, the Govern- 
ment's scheme is flawed. It offers parents 
of four-year-olds vouchers worth £1,100 to 
pay for nursery schooling, regardless of 
income. This wastes public funds because 
the scheme fails to target resources towards 
children of the low-paid. 

So there is much for Labour to improve 
upon to combine choice with fairness. Its 
proposals should either means-test vouch- 
ers or make them taxable. That would be 
fairer and more cost-effective. Resources 
could then be freed to provide bigger 
vouchers to those eligible and extend their 
use to cover three- as well as four-year- 
olds. In short, Mr Blair should be able to 
trump the Government’s £1,100. 


That Labours contemplating such a U- 
tum in its policies tdls us modi about a 
party that is desperate to win the general 
election. Mr Blair does not fency opposing 
a scheme that is likely to prove popular with 
parents. He is ruthless in dumping policy 
that could be an electoral handicap. The 
parly is retreating ever faster - this time it 
took only five months -in areas where the 
Tbries have taken the high ground. 

But has anything more profound hap- 
pened to Labour than an ability to con- 
pete with the Tbries? There are grounds 
for hope. A switch to supporting vouch- 
ers would be a vote for consumerism 
against producerism in the public sector. 
So are Labour’s plans to be unveiled today 
for a crusade to raise teaching standards. 
The voucher scheme is also a move away 
from protecting the public sector against 


I to spend their vouchers in council 
nurseries. 

If the logic of this policy reversal was 
pursued to other areas thee the days when 

state cash automatically went to state- 
owned schools and hospitals would be 
numbered. This would do for Labour pol- 
ity on public services what the revision of 
Clause Four did for nationalisation. 

Such a change would be a brave and 
dramatic departure, placing Tbny Blair's 
party alongside those who use publicly 
funded services rather than those who 
provide them. If Labour took this step, we 
could at last say the party was innovating 
and not simply catching up with the 
Tbries. 


ANOTHER VIEW 


Robin Teverson 


A fair deal on fishing 


T he Independent is correct to 

light the bleak future faced by fish- 
ermen in Newlyn. From my vantage 
point in the Fisheries Committee of the 
European Parliament, I have seen all too 
clearly how their plight is shared by skip- 
pers from every corner of Britain. But 
we cannot just bemoan their fate or use 
it as an excuse for the crude re-nation- 
alisation of fisheries policy. There are 
alternatives. 

Wc need to recognise that the current 
system is set to - quite literally - consume 
itself. Unlike farmers, fishermen have lit- 
tle opportunity to diversify. Faced with a 
threat to the stocks from other fleets, they 
arc left to grab what they can, while they 
can. Lectures from high about sustain- 
ability do not help when the fishermen 
are concerned about surviving the next 
month, never mind the next 20 years. 

Resolving that problem means creat- 
ing a community of common interest 
among ail skippers within a fishery - a 
system whereby collective action can be 
seen to further individual prosperity. 
The best way of doing that is not to 
nationalise fishing polity but to rcgion- 
alise it. 

While British fishermen may be sus- 
picious of Brussels, they are right to be 
equally uncertain about depending on 
Whitehall. Nationalising fisheries policy 
would merely accentuate the present sit- 
uation where the various fishing fleets 
are set at each other’s throats. It would 
benefit those countries with aggressively 


supportive governments and penalise 
those with more supine backup - notably 
our own. 


Instead we should create regional 
ogbo 

Irish Sea fishermen, one for the North 


fishing bodies - for example, one 


igpona 
for the 


Sea and so on. The arguments would not 
instantly disappear and the fish stocks 
would not magically reappear. But it 
would bring together all those with 
directly shared interests and it would 
bypass governments that tend to make 
agreement on fishing part of broader 
package deals. In the UK that has too 
often meant selling out our fishermen. 

Fishing may not be a big industry in 
Britain, but it is vital to the coastal com- 
munities that depend on iL 
At the Madrid summit this month, 
Europe's leaders will name the date for 
the start of next year’s long awaited 
Inter-Governmental Conference. Its 
urgent task has became the capture of 
the citizen’s heart and mind for Europe. 
We all applaud that. 

Rather than the usual focus on qual- 
ified majority voting, we could perhaps 
jare a uttle time for some of the small 


_ ; in life, things about which we feel 
strongly and to which we can relate. Our 
fishin g industry is one of these. Then 
maybe Newlyn, Looe, Padstow and 
Mevagissey, too, can have a working, 
future. 

The writer is Liberal Democrat MEP for 
Cornwall and West Plymouth. 





Would you please be quiet! Fm talking to a tabloid!* 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Home Office adds insult to injury over lone child refugees 


From Ms Sandm Singer 
Sin The article “Children sent 
alone to seek asylum in the UK” 
(4 December) highlights a human- 
itarian situation that the British 
Red Cross has been concerned 
about for some time. 

Many young people arrive in 
Britain alone, as asylum-seekers 
or refugees, because of conflict in 
their country of origin. They 
often lose contact with their fam- 
ines because commnnkation sys- 
tems break down in war zones or 
because they are scared that try- 
ing to reach them will bring 
unnecessary attention to rela- 
tives living insensitive situations. . 
Consequently, contact with fem- 
ily members be lost for sev- 
eral years, or even forever. 

■ Next week the British Red’ 
Cross launches a special database 
that wifi hold information on 
unaccompanied minors. This 
means that if any inquiries about 
a child in the UK are received 
from family members, via the 
Red Cross International Mes- 


sage or Tracing Servicing Ser- 
vices, contact can be restored 
more easily. The database will 
work under the same neutrality 
that governs all Red Cross activ- 
ity and the information will be 
strictly confidential; it will not be 
accessible to statutory authorities 
or other.; 

Yours: 

Sandra Singes. 

Head of International Welfare 
British Red Cross 
London, SW1 
4 December 

manufactured outrage is to pro- 
Fmm Ms Frances Webber vide bogus justification for the 

Sir: The Home Office minister^ njbost draconian, assault. ,.gp 
‘Tzm Kirkhope denounces . as refugees even the EiffeyTJowaid 
“immoral” the actions of parents - package of Bfl£i 
who send tiunrchff<fren atoneto . that abandon 1 
Britain to dimn asylum. 


asylum well-nigh impossible. 
Faced with costs of thousands of 
dollart per person for foe forged 
documents or illegal travel 
required to escape from hell 
(whether in Somalia, Sri T anka, 
Nigeria or Algeria), most can’t 
afford it. Tb castigate families in 
such dire straits as immoral for try- 
ing at least to get their children out 
adds result to the massive uqtrry 
done to refugees, and to the con- 
cept of asylum, by Mr Khrfchope’s 
predecessors over the past decade. 

The real agenda behind this 


considered the immorality of the 
British Government's actions that 
have pr eve n ted those parents from 
bringing the children themselves? 

By visa ' controls and fines on 
carriers, the Home Office has 
made legal travel to Britain for 



iessness ana destitution, and 
reduce asylum rights to hollow 
mockeries. 

Yours faithfully, 

Frances Webber . 

Two Garden Court 'Chambers 
London, EC4 - 


From Mr David Blake 
Sir; What utter desperation must 
drive parents to send their chil- 
dren, alone, to foreign countries: 
perhaps never to see them ags 
They obviously foresee no he 
whatsoever for' them at home. 
But, goodness me, the intolera- 
ble annual cost to the British tax- 
payer is almost two-thirds of the 
average annual fees paid over the 
past five years to external con- 
sultants by the NHS. 

It is heartening to read that the 
Home Office is planning a crack- 
down on this “immoral ’’practice 
by seeking agreements with some 
of the main countries involved to 
stem thefiow of unaccompanied 
chfldceo. Some^of the regimes 
concerned will undoubtedly do 
this very effe cti v e^ and may 
even achieve a final solution to 
the problem. Whatever hap- 
pened to Winston Churchill’S 
“open door^7 
Yours faithfully, . 

David Blais 
Stirling 


Is the First Lady a Stepford Wife? 


From Ms Sue Slipman 
Sin I was one of those who, 
along with fossa Blackstone (let- 
ter, 2 December), participated 
in the meeting with Hfllary Clin- 
ton and know that the American 
embassy expected Polly Tbynbee 
to write about it. 

The debate occasionally 
broke through the social niceties 
to confront real issues. In one 
such moment, I asked her why 
single mothers bad become the 
symbols at the heart of the 
moral and social debates and the 
male backlash both here and in 
the US. Her response was pro- 
fessional and disappointing. It 
was a well-rehearsed reply, as if 
for an audience of political foes. 
It had more to do with avoiding 
banana skins than engaging with 
the issues and left no one in a 
position to probe further. 

I do not blame her for this. 
The pressures upon her have 
been intense. I felt she was an 
intelligent woman constrained 
in a role she would not have cho- 
sen for herself. 

Tb accuse her of being a Step- 
ford Wife (“What have they 
done to Hfllaiy?” 30 November; 
may be alittle unfair, but to see 
her as f ulfilling her destiny in 
her own right is a lot naive. 

May I please also use this 
opportunity, for the sake of my 
colleagues, to point out that I 


am the director of the London 
TEC Council, not the “National 
TEC Council”, although I am 
grateful that Polly Toynbee 
wanted to promote me. 

Yours sincerely, 

Sue Slipman 
Director 

London TEC Council 
London, SE1 
1 December 

From Ms Sandm Andolora 
Sin It was interesting to read of 
HiUaiy Clinton being referred to 
by Polly Tbynbee as a “Stepford 
wife”. Mrs Clinton may be a lot 
of things, but a Stepford Wife she 
definitely ain’t ^ -ask anyone in the 
Republican Parly, the Chinese 
government, the American Bar 
Association or the Nixon Water- 
rate Impeachment Committee - 
the list is endless. 

It is sad and pathetic that some- 
one of her intellect, integrity and 
rare good intentions can be 
maligned by so many people - 
first, being thought of as a raving 
feminist and then as a cookie- 
baking Barbara Bush wannabe. 
Male potititians change tack every 
day - it’s called public relations. 

It is another sad .fact that one 
does not win vxkes from the fiezee- 
fy right moral majority in the US 
by endorsing equal rights for 
women and children, and govern- 
ment-subsidised health pro-. 


grammes. She is only playir% the 
enemy at their own pane and 
winning quite nicely by all 
accounts. 

Yours faithfully, - 
Sandra Andolora 
L ondon, NW4 
1 December 

From Ms Brenda Brad . 

Sin Accepted that Hillary din- 
ton’s homily “A view from the 
White House” is best ignored, the 
remainder of Polly Toynbee's 
article addresses not the question 
of how Hfllaiy can best use her 
formidable talents bat demon- 
strates how preconceived ideas 
can flatten a personality as 
dynamic as Hillary’s, even before 
she has been allowed to qieak. 

The Stepford Wife image is 
dated. Isn't what Mis Ofeton 
asked for - an invitation to con- 
verse with English women who 
might hold snrilar interests to 
hers - exactly bow all women 
gather information? .. . 

As working women, with chil- 
dren and concern for die future 
fabric of society, don’t we afl have 
the same quedkms canoeming 
education, health, violence and, 
yes, single mothers? If Ms Tbynbee 
was dissatisfied wirtb tbe level of 
discussion, why not do what any. 
good reporter does - ask better 
questions? 

Yours sincerely; 

Brenda. Brod 
London, NW3 


Good book in the 
clergy’s bad books 

Bom Mr Hubert Richards 
Sin It was good to be reminded 


by Rr Gilbert Markus (letter, 1 
December) of the number of 
vernacular languages into which 
the Bible was translated king 
before Luther. What he doesn’t 
mention is the number of voices 
raised in disapproval I quote two: 
It is not necessary that the Bible 
be in the English tongue and in 
the hands of the common people. 
The distribution of the Bible, rod 
the permitting or denying it, is 
totally mlhehands of superiors. 
(Thomas More as Lord Chan- 
cellor, 1530) 

This new invention (printing) 
has produced varans results, of - 
which Your Holiness cannotbe 
ignorant If it has restored books 
and learning, ft has also been tbe 
daily cause of se ctarianism and 
. schism. People are beginning to 
call into question the Church’s 
present faith and doctrines. Lay 
people are reacting the and 
- praying in their own language ... 
Themysterwscrfrdigkmnrastbe 
kept in the hands of the priests. 
(Cardinal Wolsey to Pope 
Cl e me n t VH, 1523) 

Yours sincerely, 

Hubert Richards 
N orwich 

1 December . . . . . 


Piling tbe blame 
on carpet-makers 

From MrHugpi G. W.WSson 
Sin The caption under the pho- 
tograph of the River Stour 
accompanying your report on 
allegations of river pollution 
(“Industry carpeted as pollu- 
tion poses fresh threat to otter”, 
29 November) states that the 
river is “polluted by waste 
wool”. Wool as such has little to 
do with it and is not the only 
fibre used in making carpets 
these days. The tiny quantities of 
sheep tup residuals cause the 
problem, and many of those 
showing up in the Stour arise 
upstream, probably from farm 
run-offs. 

For a long time, no carpet 
firm has been allowed to let any 
industrial effluent run off 
directly into the river. They dis- 
charge into the sewage system 


and are subject to tough regu- 
lations over what can be 
accepted at the sewage works. 

Even though some of the 
materials causing concern to 
environmentalists, arte already 
at levels so dilute as sometimes 
to be at the bottom edge of 
detectability, the focal carpet 
industry has been co-operating 
closely with the water authori- 
ties over what further improve- 
ments might be made. Although 
the water quality of the Stour is' 
not yet all it could be, at least it 
is not identifiabfy worae down- 
stream of Kidderminster than 

above. I hear that great efforts 
are now being made to improve 
the quality upstream. 

Yours faithfully, 

Hugh G. W. Wilson 

Executive Director 

British Carpet Manufacturers’ 

Association 

London, W1 . 

30 November 


A dash of Nash 

From Mr Peter HiU 
Sin Folty Tbynbee,m 
why women vote 
like Us don’t vote Labour", 30 
November) might have turned to 
Ogden flam fra two reasons: 
Women would rather be right 
than reasonable 
and 

Hus $a change, phis e’est la mem- 
sahib. 

Yours truly, 

Peter Hill 

Tamrorth-in-Arden, Wn wirkrJm y 
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Royal role models 

From Mr Walter Foul 
Sin So, Her Majesty the Queen 
and the Prime Minister will dis- 
coss the Princess of Wales's new 
role as a roving ambassador for 
Britain (“PM and Queen to dis- 
cuss Diana's role”, 4 ’Decem- 
ber). I hope they remember flat 
the Princess Royal has bees 
doing quite a good job in that 
capacity for a few years now, 
eapectjlly with Save the Children, 

as has the Duchess of Kent, with 
terminally j]l children. 

Maybe not a lot of people 
know that, as the two ladies have 
probably not had the chance to 
arrange a television interview 
with the BBC, or telephone the 
News of the World for a little 
chaL 

Yours faithf ully, 

Walter Paul- 
Glasgow. 

4 December 


Stop trading 
with Burma 


Bom. Ms Mairead Maguire 
and others 

Sin The British Government, 
through the Dep ar tme n t of Thtde 
and Industry, is holding a semi- 
nar in London on Tuesday this 
week aimed at stimulating inter- 
est in investment and bade in 
Burma. This seminar is foe pre- 
lude to a DTI trade foission to 
Rangoon-m February next year. 

Despite the welcome release of 
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi from six 
years of house arrest, there have 
been no other positive changes in 
Burma, hr feet, under foe brutal 
State Law and Order Resolution 
Goimcil, -hundreds of ‘political 
prisoners remain m jail, including 
MPs elected in 1990, and there 
have been further arrests. Serious 
human rights abuses continue, 
many of them directly linked to 
energy axxl tourism projects. Con- 
trary to the British Government’s 
claim that “trade access pro- 
vide^] a degree of leverage", 
increased trade and investment 
with foe military regime only 
exacerbates suffering in Burma. 

The DTTs promotion coincides 
with Daw Aung San Suu Ifyfs firm 
request that overseas investors 
should “wait” until peace and 
democracy have been restored to 
Burma. In the US, selective pur- 
chasing legislation is being 
adopted by city and state councils 
who refuse to support the regime. 

The recent events in Nigeria 
are a reminder of foe conse- 
quences of investing in countries 
with ruthless mflitary regimes. 
Unfortunately, this is a lesson 
that foe British Government 
appears to prefer to ignore. 
Instead of doing business with tbe 
generals, we should be looking at 
way to encourage the regime to 
stop its business of repression. 
Yours faithfully, 

Mairead Maoucre (Nobel Laure- 
ate), Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
(NcbdLaiiceate),Gl£NYsKiw«xx 
( MEP), Sir David Steel, MP, 
Yvette Mahon (Burma Action 
Group), PATRiOABARMOT(Tburisin 
Concern) 

London, N1 
4 December 


High-level loo 

From Mrs Edomi Brougfrton- 
Adderiey 

Sin Ba ro"«« Thatcher’s loo and 
I are both mortified at my grand- 
son Alasdair’s ill-chosen (one 
might say treacherous) remarks 
about it at Lucinda Lambtou’s 
party (Vicky Ward’s diary, 28 
November). 

Hi^ on a pedestal in my draw- 
ingroom, it has brought me feme, 
if not fortune. Three appear- 
ances on the box (£25 a go!). The 
late Lord Bath (a keen collector 
of Thatcher memorabilia) asked 
if he could use it Horrified, I told 
him those days were past 
Thwarted, he taunted me, saying 
be bad a roll of her loo paper 
(unused). I could hardly speak for 
envy. 

The feet that some visitors 
don’t spot it is because it is mod- 
estfy hidden by greenery. It was 
Senna Scott who originally sug- 
gested it should be used as a jar- 
dinars. Lately, my chastity belt 
and Hemy VHTs codpiece may 
have enlisted more attention, but 
the loo will, I hope, still be an 
object of veneration to toy great 
Grandchildren. 

/ours truly, 

Edome Broughton-Adderley 

London, SW3 
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The secret that Blair and Major share 

The party leaders broadly agree on European integration. Is this really too dangerous to admit? 


Europhobe attack on Euro-maniac 


bunker. 


XAi&m Is now at a more mamre 
Increasingly, integration win 


teaSeSsJt' see 


wfawe progress is more and more m 

, consumers 

ana ordinary people-..." 

Pq the single currency, Blair 

restated the Labour position that “it 


EMU heavy aitfflery.,counter-attack 
near SbepberrFs Bosh. - — 

.gassa'ssg 




L^our on its federalist agenda. 
I^bourB gearing up to attack the 
Times far. selling out British interests 
m Europe. Everywhere people are 
accusing one another of treason and - 
worse skill — naivety. 

Yet on all the main questions, 
Labour agrees with the Government 
And the noisiest anti-Maastricht rebels 
have probity already won tbear main 
points. This is a phoney war because 
there iat’t nearly enough disagreement 
left to justify the vetbaTviofence b eing 
expended on it. 

TbnyBlairmadeaspeechlastThuis- 
day which, in its European passages, 
could have been given by Maicohn 
Rifkind, John Major, or JKenseth 


: right” he would be in 
favour of joining. He riremirav? the 
political objectKKB and the constitu- 
tional fears. - 

Finally, Kke Minor, Blair has left 
open die question orwbether he should 
rronrise a referendum. I got the impres- 
sion that this is being considered by 
Labour. Both partfes are watching the 
-Other almost obsessively, thinking lifep 
poker piayexs,goesaogwhea to move. 

So they now have identical Euro- 
pean polttdes? Nol Not quite. Labour 
is in favour of an extension of quali- 
fied majority voting on social, indus- 
. trial and environmental policies. That 
matters. There’s the social dtat 
which matters too. There are 


ANDREW MARR 

Columnist of f he Year 


It is a shock to find 
politicians hiding 
quite good news 


ifestations of its conversion to Europe 
in the Eighties, while the Cabinet has 
kept the more extreme anti-Brussels 
Times from winning any fetal victories. 

So they have converged towards a 
position which assumes rhar federalism 
is waning, and aspires to wane it some 
more. They are right. Enlargement 
means that a wifl become progressively 
harder for the Commission to exercise 
the kind of control h has become used 
to, because the two basics of Euro- 


Money, or greed, will operate dif- 
ferently, ion. 7beold Europe may have 
been designed by political idealists, but 
it was built by subsidy. Yet now, if Ger- 
man taxpayers are asked to subsidise 
central Europe as well as southern 
Europe, they will simply revolt. The 
payments for Mediterranean motor- 
ways and olive farmers cannot be 
replicated for Slovene conference cen- 
tres or Polish raspberry farms. 

Nor will a single currency provide 
the new political magnetism. Any hard 
core of single-currency countries will 
be surrounded by a wide circle of com- 
petitive devaluers', that will not do very 
much for the European spirit. 

Those simple assumptions about 
the new Europe are more understood 
here than on the Continent. They 
underpinned Tbny Blair's speech. But 
the politician who has been most elo- 
quent and compelling about them is 
John Major, Irarty politics dictates 
that both these men will try lo per- 
suade the country that the* other is 
deluded - that there lies a huge gap of 
belief and analysis between them. And 
it just isn't true. 

Tbe Conservatives will libel Labour 
as a dangerously federalist party, happy 
to go along with whatever franco- 


Stop l rat 
with But 


jonn Major, or JK.eruaeth eiices on anti-racist policies In office, 
UHrire. He proposed three- priorities ' Labour would be more interested in 
tor the lEuropean ageofa^ First was the '■ the soda! and unemployment agendas 
sp eeding -up of negotiations on- - than the Conservatives are. Tbe ron e 
^uargpmereSeaondwasieformoftbe. . would be Earless nationalistic. None of 
Common Agricultural Bcfficy.-Th&d tins is insignificant 

Bat when it comes to the really big 
issues - federal destiny or Europe of 
nations? - yes or no to the single cur- 
. , . . _ rency? - how much does enlargement 

Blair s analysis could hardly be efis- .matter?— t abonr. and tfa fh^yi yitiupc 
from those Tory ministers:' ' are now astonishingly dose; Labour has 
t showed that Sites and tbe recoiled from the more extreme mao- 


peanism, security and money (or fear Germania requires. It ain't. Labour will 
and gyeed), wfll operate very differ- pretend 


nomic growth through more open' 
competition and a tougher ap p rnqch 
to unfair-state subsidies. 


entfy in future. 

Security, or fear, was the funda- 
mental reason for European integra- 
tion in the first place. Now h is the fun- 
damental reason for pushing the 
Union to the East But whereas secu- 
rity in tbe Cold Vvhr era was compat- 
ible with a tight, centrally organised 
'Western European bloc, it now 
requires a larger, more diverse and 
hence less bureaucratically controllable 
Europe. 


that the most anti-European 
language of the Tory right is repre- 
sentative of the central thrust of gov- 
ernment policy. That am’L. either? 

Much synthetic indignation will be 
expended. Yet in fact the most sub- 
stantial difference between them is 
more about party management. When 
the Conservatives say that Blair has 
ruthlessly moved his party to positions 
that they held out first, they are quite 
right. When he retorts that the Tory 
divisions have dangerously hampered 


the effectiveness of Britain in Europe, 
that's true, loo. 

But it doesn’t really matter - not 
compared with the fundamental agree- 
ment about the state of Europe and the 
best furore for it, a consensus that is 
being, in effect hidden from the elec- 
torate. In a country with a different 
electoral and political system, it might 
be something we wen: rather proud of 

Not here. Here, we’re ashamed of 
it. .And the situation will be further 
complicated and hidden by the activ- 
ities of the anti-Maastricht right- 
wingers trying to scare us into believ- 
ing that monetary union is an 
imminent problem. Goldsmith and all 
imply that there is a great anti-demo- 
cratic conspiracy that will steal away 
our pound. 

Yet from Ncfl Kinnock m Brussels 
to Thatcherites in the City, from Paris 
to the Bundesbank, the likelihood of 
Europe making it by 1999 is waning. 
Nor, more importantly, does it seem 
credible that any government here 
would abolish the pound without either 
a referendum or a further general elec- 
tion campaign devoted to the issue. It 
would be too big a risk. 

So we are in this extraordinary, 
perverse situation, where the main par- 
lies share a more level-headed and 
realistic assessment of Britain's future 
in Europe than they are willing to 
admit, while on the fringes of politics, 
wild shrieks of obsolete warning are 
rending the air. We are used to politi- 
cians hiding bad news. It is a shock to 
find them hiding quite good news. 
Political columnists are employed to 
rouse the reader to worry or alarm. But 
on this issue, the more the smoke and 
noise, the more I dream of emulating 
Lord Whitehall and going round stir- 
ring up apathy. 


As Labour unveils plans to raise classroom standards, Michael Barber offers a critical preview 

Today’s lesson: excellence 






ri^oday^ the I^dxmr Party pubfetes its 
■_ A poi^y, document da standards in 
sdjoo&s. Excellence for Everyone. -The.' 
document takes Ijtboarbaklfymfater- 
... ritory which for much of the past 10 
years has been dominated by the Con- 
. ■ servatives. A fewyears ago talk, of stan- 
dards, (so^lleticemdctealing with fail- 
urewere ahnasttaigoo inLab(^drt$e$- 
Tbe fifeor revolutfoh, fed fa edocatiaa . 
• 6 . .bKO^ I^to ^ , 

Ne^ Labour, will insBt' bn high ; 
standanfeEducarian.Tbay BJafrsays* 
wiQ.be the* passion ofirisgovemment. 
Fbryeais labour has talked aboutcrc- - 
a ting successful schools for everyone; . 
only this year, by faring the tough 
... . question off hew to deal with failure. 

On getting^ change 
from teachers, a, : ; 
balance of stick and 1 
carrot is proposed 

has it begun to show it means it. 

Behmd this new sense of purpose 
is Labour’s recognition of me eco- 
nomic and social imperatiyes of the 
late 20th ccntuiy. Its leaders know dial 
much higher standards of education ■’ 
- - are an essential precondition of a sue-.. 

cessful British, economy and 'an-. 
■ i m proved quality of life. As Tony 
Blair put it at Labour’s conference, 
“Education k the best economic pol- 
• icy we’ve ^OL” : 

. The ideas mExceBenceforEveryone- 
have beendeveloped overthe pastX2 
mouths in a series of speeches by Blair 
ar>d BhmkeVL Until mid-summer then , 
focus was on deciding what to dp 
about OTted-out schools. Once their 
proposals for bringing those schools 
within th e locafautiKirity framework 
had been wjdef^ .wpcomed in June,’ 
they moved on to tnetaskof staking . 
out a new agenda bn standards. 

ExceUence jbr EvezyoncTs certainly 
ambitious, to judge from the lan- 
guage it uses, ft talks about “aerusade 
to raise standards”, ^decad&of sus- 
tained improvement” and opting “a 

new Britain winch can hold its heqd 
high in a modern world", ft envisages 
an education system in which many 
more people wifl succeed m atting 
GCSE, A-level and vocational quafi-^ 

fixations. Tbe tone seems designed to 

co-opt tochers, parents andgover- 
dots, for tbe first time smee tfa e war, 
into a national movement to transform 
education. But, rfietori&asjde, what of 
the detailed proposals? . 



A passion for learning: David Bhmkett has led Labour’s revolution in attitudes Photograph: Neil Munns/Ftt 


The document sets out to encour- 
age schools to improve themselves 
through setting targets, raising the sta- 
tus and levels of performance of 
teachers and involving parents as co- 
educators. This would undoubtedly 
require additional investment. While 
■the document identifies money for 
smaller classes in infant schools, the 
care funding of education remains to 
be established. 

On the question of how to get the 
necessary results from those who will 
have to implement the policy- teach- 
ers - the document proposes a judi- 
cious balance of pressure and support, 
stick and carrot Thus Labour 
promises teachers suppo rt rathe form 
of a reconstruction of their profession, 
to give ix greater status. There would 
be- a General Teaching Council to 
speak for teachers on educational 
issues. There would be new advanced 
pay grades to enable teachers to gain 
promotion and recognition without 
necessarily moving into management 


Other people - from business, for 
example - would be encouraged to 
becoming teaching associates. There 
would be greater para-professional 
support from classroom assistants and 
smaller classes in infant schools. 

This is an indication that Labour 
sees improvement in nursery and pri- 
mary education as the central prior- 
ity. Given the evidence published last 
week of falling reading standards, this 
emphasis is likely lo be welcomed. 

The pressure on teachers would be 
generated by requiring all schools to 
set targets for improvement and by 
insisting on the publication of perfor- 
mance data and regular inspection. 
Failin g schools would be closed and, 
if necessary, reopened with a “fresh 
stan” under new management. The 
process for removing a consistently 
poor teacher would be streamlined. 

More pressure is promised on par- 
ents, too. The document proposes 
pgfnhlkhfng minim um levels of home- 
work for children at different ages. This 


will require parents lo insist that Neigh- 
bours is turned off. There would be 
home-school contracts obliging parents 
to rign up to supporting their chOd and 
the school. The rights that parents have 
acquired over the past decade arc to be 
balanced by new responsibilities. 

These ideas give today’s polity pro- 
posals a coherence which has some- 
times been lacking in the past. In con- 
trast to the Government's dear drive 
for choice and diversity. Labour has 
often appeared to offer either reactive 
criticism or an unconnected assortment 
of policy wheezes. New Labour, od the 
other hand, has what Tony Blair would 
call a project: the creation of a mod- 
ern public service in which individual 
schools have substantial autonomy and 

are held publicly accountable. Schools, 
staffed by a reinvigorated, constantly 
improving teaching profession, are 
being asked to lead the crusade. 

In advancing this agenda. Labour 
policy birilck on what the Government 
is already doing. This is further evi- 


dence of new Labour’s willingness to 
consider ideas on their merits, regard- 
less of ideological origins. The polity 
also draws on the experience of the 
more successful Labour-held local 
authorities, just as much of the Con- 
servative agenda of the late Eighties 
was first tested by councils such as 
Croydon and Wandsworth. 

The influence of Birmingham, where 
Tim Brighouse, the chief education 
officer, and Andy Howell, chair of the 
dry's education committee, have spear- 
headed the transformation of the edu- 
cation service, & persuasive. In Birm- 
ingham each school has set its own 
improvement targets, five-year- olds are 
assessed on entry to school there is a 


Failing schools would 
be closed, and maybe 
reopened under new 
management 


city-wide literacy strategy and a con- 
stant emphasis on the importance of 
teachers improving their own skills. 

Not all Labour LEAs are as enlight- 
ened as Birmingham. As opied-oui 
schools enter local-authority jurisdic- 
tion, there are bound to be tensions. 
And once central government requires 
local authorities to set targets, and 
then inspects them, those tensions wflj 
be exacerbated. A Labour government 
wfll face tough decisions tf a series of 
school inspections were to suggest that 
LEAs were nol having a positive 
impact on standards. 

It is also worth asking whether 
today's policy proposals will ultimately 
prove radical enough- The 21st century 
will usher in the “Learning Society". 
If the phrase is to mean anything, it 
roust surely mean a society in which 
everyone is an active learner. Future 
governments will have to think in 
terms of widening the range ofleam- 
ing opportunities for young people 
outside school, especially in disad- 
vantaged areas. Today’s document 
proposes after-school study centres, 
but that can only be the start. 

The creation of a Learning Society 
in this country will require a rethink- 
ing of our whole attitude to the pro- 
vision Of educatioiL Excellence For 
Everyone, if implemented, would begin 
that process. 

The writer is professor of education at 
the Institute of Education, Uruiersity of 
London 


Generation Why 


by Tony Reeve and Steve Way 



A lesson in the 
en suite science 


S cience is nol just about the 
big things, like evolution, 
the Big Bang, genetics, being 
called Dawkins or Hawking 
and going on Start the Week to 
talk lo Metvyn Bragg about 
the big things like evolution, the 
Big Bang, genetics, etc. It's 
also about the small tilings in 
life, like bathrooms. 

Professor Rudolf Reinhardt 
has specialised all his life in the 
science of bathrooms. He has 
never been asked on Stan the 
Week to talk about it. But he is 
not bitter. He undemands why 
MeJvyn Bragg never answers his 
letters. He thinks that Melvyn 
Bragg probably does not believe 
there is such a thing as the sci- 
ence of bathrooms. 

And is there such a Lbing? 
“Oh. yes." he will tell you, 
“there certainly is a science of 
bathrooms. There are tilings 
that happen in bathrooms 
which happen nowhere else in 
the world. If you ignore bath- 
room behaviour, you exclude 
part of the natural world." 

Let's get this straight. Arc 
you talking about the way 
people behave, or Lhe way 
things behave in bathrooms? 

"Not people/’ shrugs the pro- 
fessor. “Human behaviour baf- 
fles me. It does not interest me. 
What interests me arc things like 
the behaviour of feet in the 
shower. You know that if you 
stand in a bath to have a shower, 
the underside of the feci some- 
times stick to the enamel of the 
bath? When you reach for the 
taps or the soap, you lake a step 
forward and fall over because 
your feet arc stuck to the bath!" 

Yes, 1 had noticed this 
before. But I thought I was the 
only person it happened to. 

"No, no. It is general. But 
because it happens in the bath- 
room, nobody mentions iL" 
What causes it? 

“Well, basically, it is some 
form of spontaneous suction that 
occurs when dry skin is sur- 
rounded by wet precipitation 
and meets another dry object Or 
maybe the combination of water 
and dirt on the foot makes a glue 
solution. Or maybe ... " 

You mean, you don’t know? 
“That’s righL We don’t know. 
Nor do we know why it is 
always impossible to get the mix 
of hot and cold water right in a 
shower. Always!" 

But surely the mix is some- 
times right?* 

“Oh, sure." says Professor 
Reinhardt, “but it never slays 
right Have you not noticed that 
when a shower seems right it 
gradually gels hoUer or colder? 

Yes, but that is because 
someone else in the house has 
just turned a lap on. 

“No, my friend. We have 
experimented with empty 
houses, with people taking 
showers all alone, and even 
then the temperature changes." 

I see. What other bathroom 
phenomena arc there? 

“Many, many. For instance. 


there is the strange process 
whereby, when we step out of a 
shower, there is always a patch 
of soapy foam left somewhere 
on our bodies,, no mailer how 
well we have rinsed ourselves." 

Yes, very true. 

“I call (his Reinhardt's 

Syndrome." 

Why? 

“Because T discovered and 
Darned it." 

I mean, why does it need a 
name? 

“So that I will be remembered 
when I am dead. Long after I am 
gone, people will be about to 
step out of the shower and they 
will slop and say, ‘Hold on! 
Reinhardt’s Syndrome!' And 
they will locate one more patch 
of foam. Incidentally, this also 
applies to shaving. There is 
ahvaj-s one more bit, usually on 
the earlobe. .And if there is no 
foam, then there is always one bit 
of stubble you forgot to shave." 

It isn't really on the same 
level as Alzheimer’s Disease 
and Hodgkinson’s Disease, is it? 



MILES KINGTON^ 


“No. but at least it isn't a 
disease. Have you noticed that 
medical scientists always have 
diseases named after them, and 
never cures? It's always Bright's 
Disease but never Fleming's 
Penicillin. Well, having a syn- 
drome is one step up." 

RighL Tell us more about 
bathroom science. 

“One of the curious scientific 
laws governing bathrooms is 
the fact that a bathroom is the 
worst place lo get dry after a 
bath. The air is so saturated with 
water after a bath that when you 
rub a towel overyoureelf you are 
merely moving areas of damp 
around. Scientifically speaking, 
get out of a bathroom to get dry. 

“There is a classic description 
of this in a Woody Allen short 
story. Do you remember it?" 

No, I don't think ... 

"He’s just had a shower, and 
the warm mist is billowing out 
of his bathroom into his sitting- 
room. lu an effort to clear it. he 
opens the window, but instead 
of the warm mist going out, cold 
air comes in. In the middle 
his living-room the cold front 
meets the warm front and it 
starts mining on his carpet! One 
of the great moments in world 
literature, I think, at least for a 
bathroom scientist." 

If Professor Reinhardt cannot get 
on Mehyn Bragg, he wilt be 
available for consultation here, 
so please let us haw all your 
queries about bathroom science. 


it dry 
" ofh 
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Sharp introduce 
a laser printer 
for the price of 
an inkjet. 


• The JX-9200 high quality laser printer. 

• Designed with Microsoft* 1 for total 


■Windows’* Compatibility’.’ 

• Communicates with the user via a ‘Printer Status Window*. 

• The World's smallest laser printer. 

• Efficient, reliable and easy to use. 

• A true 600 x 600 DPI version available. 

• Free 12 months on-site service. 

Call free now on 0800 262 958, quoting reference PlWJZ. 
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Defensive manoeuvre: Analysts unimpressed by break-up plan, while the slanging match c ontinues 

Forte announces 
plan to split hotels 
from restaurants 



JOHN SHEPHERD 


Lad brake Group 159 




British Skv Brd 397 31.5 


Eurotunnel Ptc/sa 86 


578 24 


67.5 14.5 





Forte yesterday proposed a 
radical break-up of its hotels 
and roadside restaurant busi- 
nesses into two parts as a main 
plank of its defence against the 
hostile £3.3bn takeover bid 
from Granada. 

The plans involve floating the 
restaurant operations, encom- 
passing Little Chef, Happy 
Eater, Welcome Break and the 
Cote France motorway service 
stations, as a separately listed 
company. 

Current shareholders in Forte 
would then own one share in the 
restaurants business and one 
share in the hotels operation, 
which would continue to be 
headed by Sir Rocoo Forte. The 
company also plans to cfispose of 
its 68 per cent, but limited vot- 


every 15 shares in the target, 
gained 2p to 651p. 

One analyst, who declined to 
be named, said: Tm not sur- 
prised by the plans. It is one of 
the panic buttons that Forte had 
to press. I don’t think it is 
enough for Forte to remain in- 
dependent ... unless they come 
up with further plans to sell off 
some trophy hotels.” Forte has 
several trophy hotels in London, 
including the Grosvenor House 
and the Waldorf, and several 
abroad, inducting the lavishly re- 
furbished Eden in Rome. 


The Forte defence plan will 
be presented to Forte's main in- 
stitutional shareholders in Scot- 
land today. Mr Robinson 
believes SirRocco and his team 
are wasting their time. “It's a 


mg, stake in the Savoy 
which ft has tried unsuax 
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7.52 8.54 7.68 8.50 



which ft has tried unsuccessfully 
to take fully under its wing af- 
ter 13 years of biller fighting. 

Analysts reckoned that the 
restaurants business could be 
worth between £lbn to £1 .Zbn. 
They were unsure, however, 
how much of Forte’s £1.3 bn of 
debts would be apportioned to 
the business. 

Investors and leisure ana- 
lysts said the plans alone, and 
the disclosure that Roberto 
Mendoza, vice-chairman of JP 
Morgan, had been recruited to 
the defence team, were 
unlikely to be enough to stop 
Forte slipping into the dutch- 
es of Granada. Shares in Forte 
fell 4p to 338p, while Granada, 
which has offered four of its own 
shares plus £23 .5 Op in cash for 


Gerry Robinson, 
on Forte’s plans: 
Tike the captain 
erf the Titanic 
saying “we 
really planned to 
hit the iceberg”’ 


Gerry Robinson, chief exec- 
utive of Granada, also dis- 
missed Forte’s plans to demerge 
as being “like the ca ptain of the 


to hit the iceberg’. ” Sir Rocoo, 
Forte's chai rman and chief ex- 
ecutive, said the plans had been 
around for some time. "The bid 
from Granada enabled us to ac- 
celerate our strategy. He [Mr 
Robinson] has done a good 
job marketing our restaurant 
business." 


will dearly see that,” Mr Robtn- 
son said. “Suddenly in the last 
10 days it [demerger] all swings 
into action, and has apparently 
been on the cards for months. 
It seems odd to me.” 

SirRocco said SBC Warburg, 
the merchant bank, had been 
formulating the proposal for 
months and in August “we really 
took a decision, would prob- 
ably have announced it next 
April with our full-year results.” 
Sir Rocoo, who declined to 
give specific financial de tails nf 

the plans, added: ."The 
demerger is a natural progres- 
sion of what we've been doing 
in the last three years. When the 
White Hart and US Travelodge 
chain of hotels are sold, we will 
be down to two businesses - 
hotels and restaurants. 

"We wfl] be the largest pure 
hotel company listed on the 
Stock Exchange. We will be a 
very sexy vehicle.” 

His views were lost on Mr 
Robinson who, it emerged yes- 
terday, saw his salary rise 22 per 
cent to £700,000 last year. He 
said: "When we heard ft [the 
demerger plan] we were 
pleased about it because it 
highlights the value of the of- 
fer very dearly to shareholders. 

"People think of demerging 
conglomerates as a good thmg, 
but catering and hotels is mar- 
riage stuff. The sinrilarmes are 




Sexy vehicle: Sir Rocco Forte sees the spirt as natural 


Photograph: Geraint Lewis 


huge. Everything about mid- 
market hotels, and roadside 
restaurants from buying 
through to marketing goes to- 
gether. It is a surprising and 
wrong move to make.” 


What Mr Robinson has to 
say, however, carries little 
weight with Sir Rocoo, who 
struggled - ta confine. -his 
thoughts to business rather 
than to personal attacks on his 


opposite number. Sir Rocco 
said: "The values we are creat- 
ing axe higher lhaji.his highest 
offer. There is a limit to what 
his shareholders will go to. ; 

Comment, page 21 


Hogg and Huismans go in Courtaulds shake-up 




hkiMaNpitemNtmtJmnaiaikim 


TOM STEVENSON . 

Deputy City Editor 


OTHER INDICATORS 


fatwto* tor's farAja tefn Latest Trip fcrtfip 

Oil BrentS 17.425 +0.29 16.15 RPI 149.8+3.2% 2.4% 14 Dec 


386.30 -0.25 376.7 GDP 106.6 2.1% 4.3% 


Gokl£ 251.98 -0.06 241.49 Bass Rates % 6.75 5 


JTC- 
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Amec rejects latest Kvaemer offer 


The besieged construction group Amec yesterday rejected a 90p 
a share offer for its preference shares from Norwegian rivals 
Kvaemer. The lower than expected cash offer came just under 
a week after Kvaemer bid lOQp a share for Amec's ordinary shares. 
It takes the value of the bid to £358m against expectations of 
£375m. Kvaemer is offering an alternative of 8.125 per cent un- 
secured bonds valued at around 92p per preference share which 
it said provided shareholders with “a substantial uplift in the 
credit backing to their investment”. Amec described the offer 
as inadequate. 



fhmtaiildKwfll lose its chairman 
and chief executive next year in 
the bigger shake-up at the 
chemicals group since it de- 
merged its textiles operation in 
1990. Sir Christopher Hogg 
and Sipko Huismans mil step 
down after the company’s 
annual meeting in July. 

Sir Christopher's departure 
had been expected for some 
time. He is 59 and has been a 
non-executive director since 
stepping down as chief executive 
in 1991, after 12 years in the job. 


- - But Sipko Huismag^&a^ 
tauids’s Dutch-born, South 
African-educated chief execu- 
tive, had been expected to stay 
another couple of years. 

One analyst said: “I am a lit- 
tle surprised that M^ Hirismans 
decided to throw in the towed, 
but he was obviously not the 
type to be non-exectutive chair- 
man. The City view is that he 
has been too optimistic and 
failed to deliver over the last fwv 
years, but I don’t think he was 
forced oaL" 

The top jobs go to Sir David 
Lees, until recently chairman 
and chief executive of engineer 


GKN, who takes, theefrair, and 
Gordon CJampbeO, a Courtaulds 
man aH his working life and cor- 
renfly Mr Hirismans* deputy. 

Explaining his decision to go 
early, Mr Hirismans said: "It 
would have been unreasonable 
far the new chairman and I to. 
have to leam to live together for 
maybe only 12 or 18 months. It 
is an almost predictable conse- 
quence of the Cadbury-im- 
posed split that the two would 
leave together.” 

Mr Huismans has been 
openly critical of tire recom- 
mendations of the Cadbury 
Committee, which brought him 


into conflict witlj'PQstei (paw 
Hermes), the Boat Office and 
BT pension fond. Fostel voted 
agamstlrikre-decfkmtoCoiir- 
taukfs's board because of he un- 
willingness to reduce the 
duration ofathree-year rolling 
contract 

The .two events are under- 
stood to be unrelated. One 
reason Mr Huismans gave for 
ha departure was that, at 55, he 
is still young enough to take on 
another high-profile job. 

Although there wiU be no for- 
mal severance payment, he is 
believed to be negotiating com- 
pensation to make good the 


^KJrtfalJ.m.hisCouxtauIds pen- 
sion. It is not thought there will 
be other compensation for loss 
of his .salary which amounted to 
£328,000 in the year to March 
1995. Sir Christopher was paid 
£105,000 as chairman last year. 
Mr Huismans also has 195,000 
share options although only 
50,000 of these would be worth 
exercising at the current share 
price. The strike prices of the 
remaining options range as 
high as 555p, compared with 
yesterday’s dose of 39Sp. Mr 
Huismans and Sir Christopher 
have spent most of their work- 
ing lives with Courtaulds. 


Market shrugs off monetary growth 


The monetary base rose by 0.7 per cent In November, taking 
the annual rate of growth up to 5.6 per cenL The rise gives Ed- 
die George some extra ammunition if he wishes to resist a call 
by Kenneth Clarke for a cut in interest rates when they meet 
on Dcocmbcrl3- But according to Nigel Richardson, head of 
bond research at Yamaichi International, “the markets shrugged 
it off because ii was seen as carrying neither inflationary im- 
plications nor policy consequences.'’ 


Moores family Labour queries 
’backs new bid’ Young pay-off 


NIGEL COPE 


London in the lead 


The City of London is confirmed as Europe’s leading financial 
centre - but the US investment banking giants that operate there 
outranked the Brits in the latest investment analysts’ survey, out 
yesterday, writes JohnWilkock. 

Stephen Parker, managing director of Tempest Consultants, 
which conducted the 1995 Ranking of European Larger Com- 
pany Investment Analysts among Europe’s leasing fond managers 
and finance directors, said there was “some amazement” in the 
City about ihe results. “It's one thing to hear about it, it's an- 
other to see it set down in black and white. The big US invest- 
ment banks have organised their research teams along 
pan-European lines for some time now, and this shows through,” 
Mr Parker said. 


Sir David Alliance, the Coats 
Viyella and N Brown chairman 
who is leading afl.lbn offer for 
the UtUewoods group, is be- 
lieved to have secured support 
from key members of the con- 
trolling Moores family as spec- 
ulation grew that rival offers 
were on the way. 

Sir David met Littlewoods 
chairman Leonard van Geest in 
London where be confirmed his 
offer to buy the entire group in 
partnership with Iceland, the 
frozen food chain. The discus- 
sions were described as “friend- 


val £L2bn offer from Barry 
Dale, the company’s former 
chief executive. It appears in- 
creasingly unlikely that the 
family will support the Dale bid. 

Donatella Moores - the 


DAVID HELUER 


The Labour Party yesterday 
demanded to know whether 


Lord Young of Graffham, the 
former chairman of Cable & 


ty” and “constructive” and 
further meetings with Little- 


Racal confirms BR telecoms talks 


Racal confirmed talks with British Rail on the acquisition of its 
telecommunications arm. British Rail Telecommunications is 


thought to be worth £ 100m to £150m and is one of BR's biggest 
non-passenger operations. Other bidders are believed to have 
included Nynex and NTL, which operates ITVs transmitters. 


further meetings with little- 
woods executives are sched- 
uled for next week. 

littlewoods yesterday ad- 
vised shareholders to wait fora 
review of the company's options 
which is expected to take some 
months. Sir David’s offer will 
probably be discussed at the 
company’s emergency meeting 
on Thursday along with the zi- 


sold his stake in the company last 
year- isactingasalinkWween 
Sir David’s consortium and oth- 
er members of the family. She 
and her brother Alexis speak for 
a significant percentage of the 
group's shares and are thought 
to be willing to listen to offers. 

James Suenson Taylor, an- 
other family member of the 
board, is believed to favour fo- 
cusing the company on the high 
street stores - and possibly the 
football pools — rather than 
home^hoppfaig which Sir David 
is keen to buy and merge with 
his N Brown group. If it is not 
possible to gam control of the 
whole group, it is understood 
that Sir David will attempt to 
buy only the home shopping di- 
vision. 

Investment Column, page 22 


Wireless, bad received any re- 
muneration from the company 
offshore where it would be sub- 
ject to lower rates of interest 
than in the UK- 
As the mystery over Lord 
Young’s payoff negotiations 
continues - Lord Young is 
reported to be pursuing a £2l5m 
pay-off in spite of earEer claims 
that he haano contract with the 
company - Nigel Griffiths, 
Labour’s consumer affairs 


off, It dismissed stories of off- 
shore tax payments or a secret 
letter as “sheer speculation”. 

One of Lord Young’s friends 
said yesterday that discussions 
were going bn. “But they do not 
involve a letter from Lord 
Sharp,” he said. The Sharp let- 
ter has become the centre of 
controversy since Lord Young, 
who was depcsed two weeks ago. 
as chairman, has reportedly re- 
ferred to ft to support iris pay- 
off negotiations. Yesterday Mr 
Griffiths wrote to Mr Lang at 
the DTI sayingthatbe was “very 

concerned about reports of the 




Ti 


media 


marketing 



contract which Lord Young, 
the former chairman of Cable 


President of the Board oFEade, 
asking hhn to investigate the 
probity of a letter apparently ' 


the late Lord Sharp, 
inn an of Cable & 


then chairman of Cable & 
Wireless, to Lord Young on his 
appointment 

Cable & Wireless yesterday 
said it could not comment on 
the subject of Lord Young’s pay- 


the former chairman of Cable 
and Wireless, claims to hold”. 

*T understand that this con- 
stitutes a letter from the late 
Lord Sharp, the terms of which 
do not seem to have been re 1 
vealed to other board members 
or shareholders in the co mp any.” 

Accountants say taxpayers 
in Hong Kong would broadly ex- 
pect to pay 15 per cent in tax at 
Mgtoer income levels. 


Lower expectations for Williams 


The locks to healers group Wil liams Holdings warned that sec- 
ond half margins on its gas fires and electric blankets would be 
hit by the unusually warm weather. The group pointed the mar- 
ket towards the lower end of foil-year forecasts, which range be- 
tween £225m to £235m, as it unveiled its third quarter trading 
review. The flotation of Cortworth last month would add an ex- 
ceptional profit of around £9m, but overall the company said 
trading had changed little since its last update. 


Lloyd’s names face Islow ruin’ 


JOW1 BSENHAMMER 

Financial Editor 


Individual share stakes worth £150bn 


Hard-fine namesyesterday said 
maity faced stow ruin at the 
hands of the Lloyd's rescue 
plan, instead of its claim to of- 


Thc proportion of shares owned by individuals fell continuously 
between 1963 and 1989, and since then has held at around 20 


per cent, excluding unit trusts. Individuals’ total share holdings 
in UK companies were worth £ 154. 6bn last year, the highest val- 
ue ever recorded by Central Statistical Office surveys. A report 
publihsed yesterday on the distribution of share ownership in 
UK listed companies shows the value of shares as £76 Zbn. 


mas, and that tire best solution 
would be to dose the insurance 
market to new business- 
The names, who r e p r es e nt 
some of those hardest hit, pre- 
sented yesterday a 24-page at 
tentative to Lloyd's own re- 
coretmotion and renewal plan, ar- 


giring that their own proposals 
take more account of foe inter- 
ests of those individuals who 
hare suffered enormous tosses in 

recent years and less of the pro- 
fessionals keen to keep the in- 
surance market fumriOTing. 

The Lloyd’s plan to hire off 
all its old policies into a giant 


reinsurance company called 
Eauitas, into which names 


Equitas, into which names 
would be lequiredto payafinal 
premium to end their liabilities, 
was criticised as running the se- 
rious risk of . making matters 
worse for too maity tong-suf- 


fering names. Alan Porter, a 
leading names activist, said: 
“The Equitas route is not a 
guarantee of giving names fi- 
nality. Rather, it ism danger of 
mining another 5,000 names in 
an unnecessary way. 77 

The key criticism of the al- 
ternative proposals, presented 
yesterday by the Lloyd’s Names 
Associations’ Working Party,' 
is that Equitas, in the form of 
the' premium, demands to 

some 

place an unacceptable drain 


ou names’ financial resources, 
the document stated. 

Hie alternative names akp 
cast doubt on the ability of 
Lloyd's to quantity the total 
losres that all the insurance mar- 
ket’s old policies could be liable 
Jot; and whether Equitas can be 

adequately reserved. They also 

Question whertra- 



tiations with a whole range of 
UKuraiice market participants, 
enough money can be found to 
make it attractive for names to 
settle on Lloyd’s terms. 
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Forte’s adopted strategy follows the fashion 


Though this might 
be a step in the right, 

direction, what we. 

know of these plans • . 
so far is not going ' 
to do the trick’ * 


T^or_ a company that claims to have been 
JL nunkmgserionaiy of a radical breakup 
for some. montlB, Foite is remarkably thin 
on detail about the de-merger of its restau- 
di ^ 50sals - It seems 
i S°^S? 3^‘fftwp would ever voluntarily 
nav^ceded empire in this way had it nm been 


w » » uwn aanusston is not going to be 

is a reversal of what Rnte has been striv- 
ing for oyer many years. While it is tree that 
this particular .crusade was a strategy in- 
herited from .has. father. Lord Forte, it 
se ®®^ I 13 *" 1 ! to believe Sir Rocco would have 
railing off the 13-year siege without the 
Oranada .rocket 

But Jet’s be charitable and assume this is 

not the praicreaction it appears. Is this the 
right way forward - and is it enough to see 
off the Manchester invaders? Little Chef. 
Happy Eater and Welcome Break would 
together make an excellent standalone com- 
paiqr, but they would probably be worth 
more in a series of trade safe* flnwtwfa itself 
might be in the queueif it were not bidding 
for the whole shebang. Indeed, as Granada 
is quick to point out, the whole concept of 
this demerger is flawed. 

Breaking up is the fashionable thing 
these days. There are plenty of investment 
bankers making a good living out of 
unbundling thedeaistheyselxipmthe 19S0s 
and before. Fine, when it involves tractors 
and biscuits, but holds and catering? Surely 


these are one and the same business? The 
demerger strategy might have been a little 
more believable had it been the up-market 
hotels that were being groomed for a sepa- 
rate quote. 

T b demerge the Little Chefs from the 
Tlavelodges. many of which axe on the same 
sites, seems commercially a much more con- 
tentious approach. Furthermore, it goes 
against the play Forte itself made of the 
expansion of Travelodge three yean ago. 

No, though this might be a step in the right 
direction, what wc know of these plans' so 
far is not going to do the trick. The bid is 
far from over yet and it would be wrong to 
think of this as Sir Rocco 's last throw of the 
dice. Forte’s defence document - expected 
to concentrate on trying to reverse the per- 
ception that Sir Rodeo nas been a failure as 
a chief executive - has yet to be published 
and it can be reasonably assumed u will add 
more twists to the tale. A full revaluation of 
property assets and a profits forecast is even 
further down the line. Nonetheless, Forte 
still has an uphill struggle judging by sound- 
ings taken among its mg shareholders. 

Leaving Courtaulds 
in better shape 

W hen chief executives leave their posts 
early -without another job to go to and 
a stack of out of the money options - the rea- 
sons presented through official lines rarely 


bear a great deal of scrutiny. The old 
baloney about wanting to spend time on otft- ; 
cr interests or their families is simply code 
for poor old Smilhers not being up to the 
joh. 

On the face of it the justification tor Sipko - 
Huismans' early exit from Courtaulds raises 
the usual eyebrows - it looks just a little too 
neat and well-rehearsed to hold much water. 

It w ouldn't be fair, the line goes, for the new ! 
chairman, Sir David Lees, to have to work ; 
out a modus vivendi with ahrasKe old Huis- ; 
mans- only to lose him after IS months and 
have to start all over again with his replace- , 

mum. 

But this lime the cynics may be looking 1 
too hard for a story. If any FT-SE 100 chief • 
executive could say in all seriousness, “it's 
a bit early but I'm only 55 and 111 see what ; 
turns up". Sipko Huismans is he. This is a . 
man whose desk faces out of the window ' 
because he “likes to see the sky and the 
grass". There is no point, he has always ■ 
maintained, in having a bit of money if you 
don't spend it - in his case on a yacht and a ' 
couple of houses And if he believes that, with ' 
his mentor Sir Christopher Hogg moving on. 
he might find it hard to gel on with the new ! 
man Sir David Lees, he is probably right- Sir - 
David, patrician, diplomatic, financial, is the 
antithesis of Sipko. the roly-poly rebel with 
a passionate belief in Britain's future in 
Europe and monctiy union. Who can blame 
him for thinking that sort of courtship too 
much like hard work. 1 


In some ways he leaves a company in bet- 
ter shape than he found it. better focused 
and with a bright star in the new wonder 
fibre Tencef. But the new team has a job jo 
do. Since the textiles arm was spun off in 
1990. Courtaulds shares have underper- 
formed the rest of the market by a fifth. 
More worrying, they have lagged boring old 
JCI by 10 per cent/ 

A successful marriage 
second time around 

T he day after Swalec was privatised five 
years ago, Welsh Water snapped up 10 
per "cent of the shares, and began making 
indecent proposals about collaboration. A 
sparky Swalec fought off the wet kiss and 
the reservoir bosses eventually bowed out 
of the shareholder register, bloody but un- 
bowed. 

With the benefit of hindsight, this was 
clearly a mistake - given what has hap- 
pened to Rec share prices in the meantime, 
and the way Welsh wrasted cash on other 
dbereifi cations. Bui for Swalec. the first ever 
approach to a Rec did have a salutary effect. 
It concentrated on raising efficiency and 
shareholder value. Though its hDfy territory 
brings high costs that look poor in the 
league tables, in efficiency improvements 
and share price performance Swalec has 
been one of the best in the sector. Welsh has 
had to offer a top price to secure agreement. 


Andrew Walker, the chief executive who 
leaves with a payoff worth nearly £1,000 a 
day for his two year tenure, will no doubt 
be crucified as i fat cat, but for sharehold- 
ers he has earned every penny and more. 
Welsh will become the second combined 
electricity and water utility to emerge this 
year, and can claim to have thought of the 
idea well before North West Water, the 
empire builders of Warrington. 

The parallel suggests that there is no case 
for a monopolies reference, though in fair- 
ness Welsh really ought to change its arti- 
cles, which currently ban holdings above 15 
per cent 

The financial gains from higher gearing 
and tax efficiency arc unarguable benefits 
for Welsh shareholders. The jury is out on 
the claimed operational efficiencies though 
the plans, on first exposure yesterday, 
sounded as if they had more bile in them 
than North West's. 

Swalec shareholders can meanwhile say- 
yes to a decent offer and leave somebody 
else to worry about whether it works. There 
is a slight bitter taste for small sharehold- 
ers. which Swalec has m spades. 

Swalec & previously announced £1 a share 
special dividend is to be included as pan of 
the offer, giving tax exempt institutions a tax 
credit of another 25p a share. Once again, 
the exchequer is helping lubricate' the 
wheels of a bid and underlining the point 
that these days, shareholders are a two class 
society. 


1^600 Swalec staff | Oftel turns screw on BT for cheaper calls 

to share £35m in 



PETER RODGERS . 

Business Editor . 

More than 1,600 staff at Swalec, . 
the South Whies .electricity 
distributor, wffl make a £21,000- 
a-head profit in a £35m bonan- 
za on share options in the wake: 
of yesterday’s agreed £872m 
takeover by Atelsh ^hter.. But 
900 jobs are likely to go. 

Andrew Vhlker, chief exec- 
utive of Swalec, will quit with a 
payout expected to be around 
£700,000, in pay and options. 

The agreed takeover deal, 
which will fonn Britain’s second 
joint water and electricity util- 
ity, brings a £35m bonanza to 
members of Swalec^ Share- 
save scheme. ... 

Options become automati- 
cally exercisable after a take? 
over, though .Welsh Waler is 
expected to teH staff they can; 
avoid a substantial pliability', 
by agreeing to transfer the 
Sharesave. scheme to the new : 
group. However, staff were yes- 
terday for from overjoyed be- 
cause the share options profits- 
come as more job losses loom. 

Before leaving London for 
Cardiff to brief staff, Mr Talk- 
er said they were “very de- 
spondent’ at the news of the 


takeover, which came after 
Swalec’s board fiercely reject- 
ed an informal offer of 9I6p a 
share last Thursday. ; . 

. The 'company is expected to 
lose about StiO jobs in total from 
the 5,000 in the core water and 
electricity businesses, excluding 
offshoots such as contracting. 
...Of these, 600. are.. already 

^eLdf^Water under existing 
• managemen t plans, drawn Up tO 
cut costs, before' the takewer 
talks . ... 

Themerger itself is expected 
to lead to the loss of about 300 
additional jobs, as a joint sex-” 

1 vices company is set up. em- 
ploying about 700 staff. Welsh 
\tefer said that about 40 per 
cent of the controllable costs of 
the two regulated businesses 
overlapped. It is also thought 
the two corporate headquarters 
in Cardiff are to be merged. 

Rhodxi Morgan, Labour; en- 
vironment spokesman in Wales, 
demanded a Monopolies Com- - 
mission reference because 
-Welsh Witer is permanently 
protected from takeover by a 15 
per cent limit on individual 
shareholdings. He said there 
were questions oyer a bid-proof 
company taking over an un- 


protected one. Iain Evans, 
Welsh Water’s chairman, said 
there would be no rebate for 
customers, but he promised 
that as cost savings came 
through the group would look 
at how to give them some of the 
benefit in price or extra invest- 
ment 

:The change of heart at 
Swalec came after Welsh came 
back with another offer on 
Sunday morning of 940p a share 
- worth. 965p to pension funds 
because of a tar rebate - with 
a cash alternative of 930p. 

The offer is made after ex- 
cluding the value of Welsh Wa- 
ter’s National Grid shares, 
which are about to be handed 
back to shareholders and are 
worth 194p each to Swalec 
shareholders. Swalec shares 
closed at 925p, excluding the 
Grid. 

Swalec shook bands on the 
deal at 9pm on Sunday and the 
formalities were completed at 
230am yesterday morning. Mr 
Wfelker said the offer met his de- 
mand foe a price “well north’' 
of 900p to secure agreement 

He said he had been asked to 
leave by Welsh Water because 
there was no room for two 
chief executives. 



It* s good to pay less: Bob Hoskins, the acceptable face of BT television advertising 
campaign, will have even more to talk about if Oftel's latest proposals are accepted 



9% increase 


JOHN -SHEPHERD 

Scottish * ‘Newcastle Brew- 
eries, fresh fromihe £440m ac- 
quisition ofCoOTa^unsettled 
investors yesterday iwth half- 
year pre-intere^,. and pre- 
exceptional profife atihe lower 
end of a wide range ofaaalysts’ 
expectations m£158^2nt5fcires 
dropped 12p to 619p." J ;V 

The result for the period to29 
October, which was a9 percent-; 
improvement on the compare- : 
ble period, largely reflected. &e'_ 
benefits of two acquisitions - the : 
Chef & Brewer pub chain and . 
Courage, which turned S&R 
from Being into the fourth-., 
largest brewer into the market, 
leader ahead of Bass. 

Drinks analysts, however, 
there were several 


, and- viewed the share 
all as a knee-jerk reaction 
unexpected £80rn reor- 

tion charge fora £70m as- 

rite-down relating to 
ige. 

y 11 weeks’ figures from 
ge, equating to an oper- 
profit of £9m, were in- 
I in the results. This was 
and expected, and ana- 
aid demonstrated that 
was continuing to gain 
t share in beer despite the 
] problems of integrating. 


UlWff' , - 

t StewarVrinefacecntive 

, said Courage’s volume 

les rose ,7 percent com- 
ith 1 percent for die ex- 
jrewing business. The 
e performance led to an 
4 per cent improve- 
n beer volumes com- 
ith 3 percent for the rest 


South benefited from 
her. giving a I to 2 per' 


cent lift in the market. The beer 
market was also growing before 
the summer, giving an under- 
lying trend, of growth,” Mr 
Stewart said. 

John Smith’s hitter, part of 
the Courage brand stable, is 
now the country’s best-selling 
ale,, having recently overtaken 
Tetley bitter, winch iscrwned by 
Carlsbeig Tfetley. 

Mr Stewart said, however, 
that while progress bad been 
made over the summer and au- 
tumn there were , strong signs 
-that there would again be a big 
cfight fbr market share among 
- the tag brewers at Christ m as. 
Hesaid there wouM again be a 
generous offering of discounts. 

. *Tm afraid . the multi-buys 'are 
there in the pipeline. 7 

While analysts were en- 
couraged ’by the brewing .and 
pub results, they were con- 
cerned by the unexpectedly flat 
performance by the leisure 
division namely the Center 
Parcs and Pontins holiday- 
businesses. : 

Operating profits from 
leisure operations rose 3.9 per 
cent to £50.9m. “Center Pans 
turn over rose by 10 per cent but 
profits rose 4 to 5 per cent, held 
back by the costs ofnew Bares 
coming on-stream and by the 
hot weather ... which affected 
spending,* Mr Stewart added. 

Results from Pontins ware 
“broadly flat". The number of 
-sites has been reduced from 23 
to 1?, and analysts believe that 
S&N wiD seU the business soon- 
er rather than later- Mr Stew^ 
aft declined to dismiss the 
notion that the business might 

be sold. 

-The interim dividend has 
been increased by 7-5 per cent 
to 6_55p. ' 
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The long and the short of it gives 
a new definition of hot money 


The annua! chilli compe- 
tition at Bank of America 
reaches its gut-wrenching 
climax next week, prompting 
much concern and duodenal 
rumbling among the partic- 
ipating derivatives boys. The 
results are due to be an- 
nounced on 14 December 
and will be followed by the 
traditional mass ingestion of 
the fiery commodity. 

For a financial contribu- 
tion into the pot (most of 
which goes to charity) the 
participants are given a no- 
tional £3m to invest on three 
different derivates products. 
The individual performances 
are measured over a number 
of weeks, with the deadline 
arriving on Thursday week. 
The one who makes the most 


money and tbc runner-up 
will receive a financial re- 
ward The rest of the contes- 
tants must eat raw chillies - 
in the stria order of their 
rankings in the competition. 

“This is where the skill 
comes in,” said one trader. 
The third-placed contestant 
has first choice of up to 20 
chillies which have been pur- 
chased for their individuality. 
Some are short and malevo- 
lent. Some are long and be- 
nign. Others are long and 
indescribably evil. The trick 
is to pick the right one. It is 
no good being fixed-income 
derivatives merchant al Bank 
of America if you don’t know 
your chillies. 

That said, there is usually 
lit tie anyone can do for the 


last-placed man who must 
reconcile himself for an af- 
ternoon with the fire bucket. 

On reflection Nick Lee- 
son’s six and a half years in 
Changi jail is looking lenient. 

The sadden resignationof 

Sipko Huismans as chief exec- 
utive of Courtaulds has posed 
nothing of a dilemma for the 
chemicals group over the BT 
Global Challenge - the round- 
the-world yacht race in which 
amateur sailors battle against 
the prevailing winds. Mr Huis- 
mans, a frightfully keen sailor, 
had already booked his berth on 
the Courtaulds boat for the New 
Zealand-to-Svdney leg. Alas, he 
will not be with the company. 

The New Zealand- to -Syd- 
ney leg, which starts on 9 



in quick succession one can't be too rarrfuL Onr 
the head of one of Yorkshire’s institutional investors. 


February' 1997. has already 
been dubbed “the chief 
exec's leg”. The shortest pas- 
sage. at just 1330 miles, it is 
seen by the sponsors as a 
chance to take part without 
too many risks and without 
spending too much time 
away from the office. It 
should take about a week. 

Theoretically the berth 
could now go to Gordon 
Campbell, the new chief ex- 
ecutive. But Mr Huismans. 
who owns a 46-fool, French- 
built Oceaois yacht, is no 
slouch on the high seas and 
could even help the Cour- 
taulds boat. 

Courtaulds adopts the rac- 
ing line. The company, which 
today announces tbe "Cour- 
taulds Trophy for each indi- 
vidual leg, feels it safer to 
leave Mr Huisman’s berth 
undisturbed. 

Peter Morgan, chairman- 
designate of Swalec. formally 
agreed terms for the 
takeover of the south Wiles 
electricity company by Welsh 
Water at 230 yesterday 
morning - and promptly 
signed away the job he will 
rake up on 1 January. By his 
own calculations Mr Mor- 
gan, a former director-gener- 
al of the Institute of 
Directors, will be in the job 
for about three days before 
he becomes redundant. He 
won’t even make the first 
regular board meeting. 

The betting is that Mark An- 
drews. the new senior partner 
at the solicitors Wilde Sapte will 
not be long in the job. So keen 
is the lawyer to play his French 
horn that he has taken to prac- 
tising m the firm’s underground 
carpark. 


MARY FAGAN 

Industrial Correspondent 

Telephone charges for domes- 
tic consumers will fall in future 
under sweeping changes to BT s 
price controls proposed yes- 
terday by Oftel, (he industry 
regulator. 

Oftel, which launched a con- 
sultation on what the new con- 
trols should be. plans to clamp 
down on BTs rate of return and 
also said the group must im- 
prove efficiency to match the 
best companies in the US. 

The proposals prompted 
warnings from BT that de- 
mands for further sharp effi- 
ciency gains would present an 
“enormous challenge" and 
would result in further job loss- 
es. Peter McCarthy-Ward. price 
review director, said that sim- 
ply to sustain the level of effi- 
ciency gains over recent years 
“we would need negative man- 
power". BT has shed 100.000 
jobs over the past four years. 

The changes proposed yes- 
terday by Don Cruickshank, 
director-general of Oftel, in- 
clude for the first time in 1997 
an overall cap on the charges for 
BTs rivals to use its wires. Al 
the same time the regulator will 
introduce a new cap for do- 
mestic consumers from mid- 
1997. replacing the existing 
control, which limits price in- 
creases to inflation minus 73 
percentage points. 

Mr Cruickshank said: “It will 
mean cheaper telephone calls 
for consumers but by how much 
we will not know until next 
June." BT must then agree the 


new controls or be referred to 
the Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission. 

He added: “We will lake a 
very bullish view of BTs po- 
tential for efficiency improve- 
ments [in setting the caps}." 

Mr Cruickshank also said that 
some services where there was 
competition, such as interna- 
tional calls, may be removed 
from the price control. Others, 
such as calls from BT tele- 
phones to mobiles, which cany 
a relatively high charge, may be 
included for the first time. 

The regulator said the aim 
was to remove or reduce from 
BTs control formula services 
where competition was thriving 
while keeping a cap in areas 
where BT still dominated. Even 
where services are exempt from 
the cap Oftel is likely to main- 
tain a basic inflation-linked 
“safeguard" for consumers. 

Mr Cruickshank surprised 
BT by saying that in working out 
the exart controls he will use a 
lower rate of return than the 15 
per cent assumed today. One 
City analyst said: “This is nasty 
for BT if you read the detail. Of- 
tel is saying that BTs profit lev- 
els need to be lower or can be 
lower than they have ever said 
before. I would not accept this 
if I were BT." 

Separately, Mr Cruickshank 
said prices for other operators 
to use BT wires would foil 20 per 
cent this year, backdated to 
April. Much of the reduction 
was due to a better allocation 
of costs following demands BT 
produce separate accounts for 
different parts of the business. 
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Al a tune when instruments unerringly cope with Mach 2 flight data, 
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Acquisitions put S&N in driving seat 


Latest results fr^m Scottish & New- 
castle underline the importance of the 
acquisitions of the Chef & Brewer pub 
chain and Courage, which elevated it 
to pole position in the beer league. 
Without those purchases S&N would 
have produced veiy dull figures indeed 
for the half-year to October. 

Croup operating profits advanced 
from f 167.7m to £176.Lm. Of that 

£11.6m increase, £9m came Grom an 
11-week Courage contribution and 
most of the rest from Chef & Brew- 
er. The deals gave S&N a much- 
needed share of the South's 
preponderance of beer gardens, which 
thrived in the hot summer weather. 

The hot weather may be good for 
beer sales, but for the leisure market 
it is bad news. Operating profits in the 
leisure division advanced a pedestrian 
3.9 per cent to £50.9m, with cus- 
tomers at Center Pirns spending less 
on food, particularly at lunchtime, and 
the Poniins holiday camp business 
looking lost in a time warp. It can only 
be a matter of time before it is sold. 

With no new Center Parcs due to 
open until 1997, S&N must work 
hard to improve results from leisure 
and the division’s performance was the 
driving force behind a 12p fall in the 
share price to 617p. Adding 70 more 
villas to the Parc in the Loire valley will 
help, but there are signs that the op- 
crations's high re-booking percentage 
is Sagging. 

The difficulties here, though, should 
be more than compensated for by ad- 
vances in beer and pub retailing. S&N 
has barely got its feet under the table 
at Courage, but is already showing it 


has the management credentials and 
strategy to steal a further march on the 
opposition - particularly Carisberg Tet- 
ley. John Smith’s bitter, part of the 
Courage stable, is outselling Tfetley bit- 
ter. The reorganisation of Courage wiQ 
eventually yield £75 ra of savings, 
which, given the annualised £40m of 
profits being made by Courage, makes 
the £440m purchase price look cheap. 

SAN's shares have had a good run 
recently. Forecast profits of £31 2m this 
year imply a prospective price/earnings 
ratio of 15.5. 

The yield, assuming that the 6_55p 
interim is followed by a 12.95p final, 
is a market average 3.9 per cent Not 
cheap but, at a slight discount to Bass 
and Whitbread, still good value. 

Mixed fortunes 
over Littlewoods 

The consortium that Sir David Alliance 
has assembled to try to buy the Lit- 
tlewoods empire may have a reason- 
able chance of success but it is not 
necessarily good news for aD investors. 

Shareholders in N Brown, Sir 
David’s mail order company, and Ice- 
land, its frozen food retailing partner, 
could fare very differently if the bid 
succeeded. The most obvious measure 
of City sentiment was the move in yes- 
terday’s share prices. N Brown jumped 
8p to an all-time high of 274p while 
Iceland was unchanged at 161p. 

For shareholders in N Brown, the 
effects of the company getting its 
hands on Littlewoods mail order 
business should be good news. The 


company has built its succes on sell- 
ing clothing to older customers, al- 
though h has recently been targeting 
a younger audience. Buying Little- 
woods' home shopping would accel- 
erate that move, increase direct selling 
at the expense of Littlewoods’ agency 
system and introduce its marketing, lo- 
gistics and database skzlls. 

N Brown shares have more than tre- 
bled over the last five years and ana- 
lysts are forecasting £31m for the foil 
year, which puis the shares on a rat- 
ing of almost 20- High, but this is a 
quality company and could work won- 
ders with the Littlewoods business. 

This is less likely with Iceland. Ice- 
land has been struggling with falling 


margins and competition from the su- 
permarket chains. It also has no ex- 
perience in r unning a Hn thin g chain 
Store. With analysts forecasting prof- 
its of £74.4m for the full year, tins puts 
foe shares on a towly rating of 10. 
ever. this deal not only looks too much 
for Iceland to take on but raises ques- 
tions about management’s confidence 
in the existing business. SelL 

Hazlewood gets 
to grips 

Hazlewood Fbods has proven a highly 
unrewarding investment since the 
food group began its long restructur- 


Scottish & Newcastle: at a glance 


Mated vafag Q.TSbn, share price 6t7p 


Trading record 1993 i«4 ims '' 1994^995 

Pretax profits (£m) 163 . 222 264 145 ..- -154 

OMflenfe per share (pence) , . 16D 16.3. ‘ 18.0 



Leisure 


Share price 

pence 



1991 92 


mg nearly six years ago. Worth more 

than 240p at the beginning of 1990, the 

shares have subsequently slithered to 
99p, up lp yesterday despite yet an- 
other profits warning. 

Many of the problems it faces are 
common to the industry. Tbensingcost 
of raw materials this year will, on one 
estimate, cot tire sector’s operating re- 
turn on sales from 7 to 6 per cent. 

Hazlewood has therefore done well 
to rase underlying margins from 3.6 
to 5 per cent in the six mouths to Sep- 
tember. The effort translated into 
first-half pre-tax profits up from 
£ 12.1m to £16.lm. 

Much of the relief came from get- 
ting to grips with losses at four start- 
up operations last year. But 
Hariewood has also dawed back some 
of the gross marg in erosion through 
higher volumes «tiH price increases. 

The company’s own-label chilled 
ready-meals business is growing at 
around 20 per cent a year, against a 
market wt panriing at 9 per cent, while 
cooking sauces for pasta, stir fry and 
the like are up 40 per cent or around 
four times the mariret rate. With con- 
venience and ready meals 40 per cent 
of the group, there is clearly a good 
business trying to get out, but HazJe- 
wood remains saddled with less exciting 
operations ran ging from pock pies to 
sour pickles. 

The company warns that higher 
ra tionalisa tion charges and dilution 
from the sale of the shellfish division 
earlier this year will hit the second half. 
Full-year profits of somewhat over 
£34m would put the shares on a for- 
ward rating of nine. Air value for now. 



T he new Mufti media PowerStation 95 systems 
from Time feature our best buy high specification 
configurations from Colossus and Omega which 
have been optimised for Windows* 95 and indude a 
minimum of 1 6Mb or 8Mb RAM, laige hard disks up 
to 1 ,6Gb, latest chipsets, fast controllers and plenty 
of expansion potential. 

Ail are fully multimedia ready with fitted fast CD- 
ROM drives, 16-bit sound cards, PC Joystick and an 
excellent range of educational and leisure CDtWes . 
including fell feature Muhimetfia Encyclopaedia, 

The Best Multimedia Systems You Can Buy! 

0 16Mb or 8Mb RAM 
0 Windows* 95 optimised 
0 Hard disks up to 1 .6Gb 
0 Full-feature multimedia 
0 Fast CD-ROM drives 


Bodyworks, EZ Language and games such as 
Doom. Mast models also indude fast fax and data 
modems with an Internet pock. 

Also included is a range of excellent business 
software from Lotus and others which mil handle all 
your requirements for word processing, filing, 
number crunching, organizing, graphics and 
accounts. At these special introductory prices, with 
the finance option from under £44 per month these 
systems area great buy. 


0 Superb software bundle 
0 Fax/data modems (mast models) 
0 Finance from £44 per month 
03 or 5 year warranty options 
0 The best value in the UK 
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System Specification 


♦ 466 models: 486DX2-66 or 486DX4-I0O processors 
Pentium* models: Intel* 75, 100, 120 or I33MHz Pentium* 
processor with PCI local bus and 64-bit PG graphics 

♦ BMb or 16Mb RAM expandable to 64/1 28Mb 

♦ 540Mb, 850Mb, 1 .08Gb or 1 .60) fast enhanced IDE hard desks 
with 256K cache 

♦ 1 .44Mb floppy drive 

♦ 14", 15' or 1 7* SVGA low radiation colour screen 

♦ Omega desktop case with 7 drive bays and 7 skris (models B, C 
& D). Model A: Omega mini-taweT with 5 bays. Model E: 
Colossus desktop with 7 boys. Modal Fr Colossus mkU-rower with 
8 bays. Model G: Colossus fufi tower with 9 bays 

♦ 1 02 Keyboard and deluxe Microsoft* compatible mouse 


CO TtanaAtameO) 

♦ Microsoft* Windows* 95 

♦ 12 Months warranty extendable to 5 yems 
Multimedia Ika dw cre 

♦ Double speed, auad speed or six speed IDE 
CD-ROM drive 

♦ 1 6-bit high quality stereo sound cord 

♦ Twin stereo speaker system 

♦ PC joystick 

Fw & Internet Pocks - Models D, E, F & G 

♦ 14.4 or 28.8 BABT approved fax and data modem 

♦ Easy to use fax software 

♦ Communications software 

♦ Introductory subscription to CompuServe with 
Internet mailbox 

♦ Model G abo in dudes PC-TV v^th Teletext and 
3.2Gb tape bock-up 


Indudad a# nttrm 


♦ Lotus 1-2-3 v5 spread sheet 

♦ Lotus Ami Pro v3. 1 word 
processor 

♦ Lotus Approach v3 dat ab a s e 

♦ Lotus Organizer v2 

♦ Lotus SmcvriVs graphics 

♦ Lotus Training for 1-2-3, 

Ami Pro and Approach 

♦ Intuit Quicken v4 personal 
finance pack 

♦ PodoG 2000 Business 
Accounts 


MtdSmedo Soft wise 

♦ Bodyworks Mukimecfia CD 

♦ Multimedia Encydopoecfia CD 

♦ Time Almanac CD 

♦ EZ Language Multimedia OD- 
Leom French, German, 
Spanish and more 

♦ Hoy & Learn Educational CD 

♦ UFO for Windows CD 

♦ Dinosaur Museum CD 

♦ Shareware CD inducing 
Doom, Raptor, ftnbofl and 
many othre games. 


•Basra Co* Pwdae £799 
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Tgtd Met 1 1306 he ddtay&VAT. 
feme nano. 

W*an Mi ora moUfc w ««pre. B* 


Woec 


APR 





AM&neda faterSbfon 95IA 
486DX2-66 

4WWT4S natal •* M SAM, 

5£Mi ted £*, data tpmfGMKM 
mile* ran 


AUmeda flomrSMan 95® 
486DX4-100 

4MWMM dmfeapWb «A MLOONb 
tad «, da* peel CMC* bed tu 
mftaagri IffapO Nxa 


AU&necGo PoweStaSan 95/C 
75MHz Parian* 

7»«Eharai'iMMSwti«ARML 
K PQ fjhs ori Mf 4np JB M ana 


AUfimedb fowsSkifiun 9§D 
75MHzP«W 

TMWtataTtataptaMiMLtSHt 

MM. rad verdCMOH Mi 1C 
ptha. lUradMedlftopHllmw 


AW&netfo PowwSofisn 95/E 
TOQMHz Parim* 

100M%ltai^Cta«4tat-a>Tta< 
ehlmZtf cade. IMiMH. 1 OBOi lad 
M. Mt ra gate 2Mb taa RAH 

quad <peai OMKH I44natata 15** 


AW6netfoftjwB&jSon95F 
T20MHz Pattern* 

IBUKriWv-OWnMewrWhTte 
[fe«2S«cnfelM>M* l4Q>tai*k. 
648r FQ W«a «*. Xfctao BUM. * qxd 
CM0U.2Mm4nmlIS , v 



¥06mAPamStaSon95IG 
133MHz Pentium* 
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£ 799 .™ £ 899 .. £ 999 v. ^ 1099 ,J 1599 ^ £ 7799 ™ £ 2599 


4-VAT 

£961.15 Inc VAT + Del 
•di &0Ub hard dbk and 14" tap 028 
M KWta . 11019.90 W: VAT* N 


+VAT 
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4-VAT 
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NEC Laser 

NEC Superb Laser 
printer with fast 6ppm 
speed and superb 
tpcalihf at 

£ 299 + v AT 

£373.65 Inc VAT + Del 

Epson Stylus 
Colour I Is 

The Superb 720x720 
colour Inkjet printer at 
only 

£ 249, t 

£314.90 Inc VAT + Del 


£2136.15 Ik VAT + Del 
tnWrNrim'Hdd _«B9t V*T a£2JJl 
irroJfTOufc +B99 + VAT-mm 


"+VAT 
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Texas Instruments 

Multimedia 

Notebooks 

Superb T1 MoUe Comms Office 

bundm hm £49 per mortlh on 

INTEREST FREE CREDm 

♦ b*eP 4860X2-50. 4860X4-75. 
4860X4- 10Q 

♦ 340Mb or 525Mb tad**. 

♦ 4Mb or 8Mb RAM 

♦ Type HA PCMCIA AM 

♦ DudaEenerTFTcaloivsoaani 

♦ I64M>owicoid, specAesoid 



TT OFFICE 4A 
4MDXZ50L 340Mb, 
4Mb. <U aeon 


♦ InM PCMCIA modem 

♦ 1.44Mb IburrcMw 

♦ MS DOS ilbW 3. 1 1 «Kh 
bee Wiodows* 93 upgroda 

♦ Ophonol CD4X3M dock dtps on 

♦ SdlMaeaMa Induing Lorua 144. 
Atr* Pro. Omtar, Afproo*. 
Smortfte, Qiadm and AunRauM 
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T1 Offica 5: «4IW4-75. 535Mb md TFT . 


Month 
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Colossus 486DX4-100 
Best Buy 
Notebooks 


♦ baal 4B6DXA-I00 



♦ 4Mb or 8Mb RAM 

♦ 340Mb or 540Mb tad 
a* 

♦ 1.44Mb taWfdmo 

♦ Suparti VGA monBL dust 
»owi colour «r TFT cahw 
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BEST BUT t 

4860X4-ioa340Mb t 4Mb md mono £999 

BEST BUY2 +VAT 6 Dal • £1196.15 

4B6DX4-I00.54QMa 8Mb and dvol roar £1599 

BBSTBUY3 +VAT6M- £1901.15 
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Multimedia Tower v 


New full feature 4860X2^6, 540Mb muMmedo 
system 


♦4860X2^6, 4860X4- !00 
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Telephone: 

01282 777 1 1 1 



MidtinreiMTomrA 4860X2^6, 540Mb <md 4Mb _U98+VAT* Pd- £724.» 
Bor Bur 850Mb «Mi 0JB screen £627+ VAT 8 Od - £75926 

McMnadki Tower B 4860X4-100. 8S0Mbond 8Mb_£T49+VATi Dal - 00240 
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I s this princ ipally a French 
problem or is it a wider Eu- 
ropean one? Yesterday the con- 
tinuing mayhem in France, 
started at last to spook the fi- 
nancial markets — which bad 
hitherto been re mark ably calm 
in the fece of the growing un- 
rest That swngwfaft view has 
gone, and if anything the sharp 
downgrading of the franc and 
fr anc -denominated securities 
may overstate the actual dete- 
rioration that bas taken place. 
There were plenty of reasons to 
be concerned about the French 
economy ahead of the strikes 
and it is not at all dear that these 
concer ns should be any greater 
now than they were a couple of 
weeks ago before the strikes 
took bold. 

Understandably, perhaps, the 
markets seem to be seeing the 
difficulties mainly in French 
political teams. By downgrading 
French bonds yesterday they 
were suggesting implicitly that 
French fiscal policy wifi have to 
be relaxed to meet the de- 
mands of the strikers. In the 
sense that the new cabinet’s 
deficit-cutting plans were 
tighter than was abscOutelyneo 
essaiy to meet the Maastricht 
criteria, some rise m the pro- 
jected deficit 

ought to be 
acceptable to 
tiie markets. 

But since any 


The problem is not so much 
French finances now; rather it 
is what fltight happen in the nett 
15 to 25 years. At the moment 
France his just over 14 per cent 
of its population over the age 
.of 65; by 201Q it will be about 
17 per cent, and by 2020, 20 per 
cent. But this is pretty standard. 
Italy is similar fo France, but in 
Germany the corresponding 
percentages are 16, 20 and 22 
per cent. A pensions system 
which just about functions now 

- only “just ^ about” because so- 
cial security contributions are al- 
ready one of the main factors 
making it uneconomic to em- 

French workers - cannot 
i in 15 or 25 years’ time. 

- But this is exactly the same 
problem that every Continen- 
tal European economy faces: 
the pincer movement between 
a rismg number of retired peo- 
ple and high social security 
commitments that have to be 
funded by a smaller group of 

ofv 


take fright 


When people 
start rioting 
SSdSS in the streets, 

for the plans „ . . 

of Mr Juppe’s investors 

new cabinet, 
the question 

of “who gov- 

ems France?” 

springs out. Investors do not 
mind the odd billion of extra 
borrowing, but when people 
start rioting they take fright. 

But to see the French diffi- 
culties in French terms -as one 
of tbe periodic dashes that oc- 
cur between the elitist govern? 
meat and the ordinary people 
- is to miss a wider point. Chi a 
short-term view this is indeed a 
French problem. But on a 
longer-term perspective it is a 
pan-European one. 

Some numbers. The French 
budget deficit next year will be 
a little over 4 per cent of GDP, 
but not more than 4.5 per cent. 

In 1997 the latest plans would 
in theory bring it below 3 per 
cent, but even on pessimistic as- 
sumptions the deficit wflj be 
about 3-5 per cent Thie, un- 
employment at more than II 
per cent is high, but the current 
account surplus is equivalent to 
about 1 per cent of GDP, and 
inflation is very low.- 

These numbers are not so dis- 
similar to those of other Euro- 
pean nations. The fiscal deficit 
and unemployment are poorish, 
but the current aocount and in- 
flation are good. At the trough 
of the recession Britain’s fiscal 
deficit readied 7.8 per emit of 
GDP, while Frances peak was 
6.1 per cent, so the French cor- 
rection is smaller than onr own. 

Even were France to run a 
deficit of 43 per cent of GDP 
next year that would be better 
than Italy, Spain, Sweden, 

Greece and Portugal, and much 
the same as Belgium- Overall 
debt is in the middle of the in- 
dustrial country range. 


people 

In one sense the present Jup- 
pfi plans axe tighter titan nec- 
essary, in that they are cutting 
back the fiscal deficit foster 
than foe markets require in or- 
der to meet the politically in- 
spired Maastricht criteria. But 

in another sense 

they arc not tight 
enough, in foat 
France and all 
other Continen- 
tal European 
countries face a 
series of similar 
austerity pack- 
ages - cut-backs 
to their welfare 
budgets, higher 
taxation -which 


wffl have to take place again and 
again throughthe next 25 years. 

Atone level this is a dash be- 
tween rulers and roled: that is 
a particularly French problem, 
for while the gulf exists else- 
where it is perhaps widest in 
France. But at another, more 
important, level it is a dash be- 
tween demographic groups: the 
middle-aged and old, who ex- 
pect to receive foe social ben- 
efits they have been promised; 
and foe young, who either face 
foe prospect of taking home a 
smaller proportion of their 
earnings, or are excluded from 
the workforce altogether. 

This does come back to 
France in one sense. The 
French government is in the 
same position as other Euro- 
pean governments: it has to per- 
suade an electorate that is 
increasingly numerically dom- 
inated by over-55s foat expec- 
tations must be downgraded. 
That foe government has so far 
proven un successful suggests 
that the process of persuasion 
will be more difficult in France 
than in, say, Germany, where 
demographic pressures are ac- 
tually greater, or Italy, where the 
fiscal starting point is worse. 

But we cannot be certain of 
that It may actually prove hard- 
er to explain to voters in Ger- 
many and Italy that the 
politicians can’t keep their 
promises. This disruption in 
France may look like a re-run 
of the French past, the events 
of 1968. But it may be more a 
foretaste of the Continental 
future, as Europe cuts its gov- 
ernments back to size. 


IN BRIEF 


Alba profits rise 27% 

Alba, foe consumer electronics group, increased profits before 
tax by 27 per cent to £2^ 8m. Ear nings per share in the six months 
to September rose 23 per cent to 42.7 p and there was a 14 per 
cent increase in foe dividend from Lip to L25p. ' 

Demand slows at Faber Prest 

Baber Brest, the steel services and logistics group, warned that 
destocking by customers bad led to a weakening of demand to- 
wards the end of the year to September which had continued in 
foe current year. Profits before exceptional items increased 36 
per cent to £8.2m (£6m). 

Philip Harris improves to £1.18m 

Orders at Philip Harris, foe laboratory equipment and pharma- 
ceuticals group, have slowed since the first half to September, 
but the company is confident of a pick-up. During foe first six 
months pre-tax profits, tip 24 per cent to £1 .18m, were struck from 
higher rales of £55.1m. Share earnings rose 24 per cent to 7.14p. 
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Ladbroke puts in gallop on talks that Bass is fishing 


the betting and ho- 



“ I*™® shops, rumoured as 

ti*c potential bidder. 

’ The Ladbroke excitement is 


SHARE SPOTLIGHT 



warning last month, falling to 
223p. But they have since re- 
vived, largely on the group’s 
vulnerability to takeover at- 
aniBh«*«.L . tention. With its betting side 

da»S£S b v^ Cstt !?^ oli_ feel “£ Jh® strain, Ladbroke 
^mhoW chaia and Coral looks a sitting target for a 

hostile bid; an offer of around 
2Q0p ashare is the guess. 

Bass is not noted for hostile 
manoeuvre^ It would, no 
doubt, like the support of the 
Ladbroke board. 

But its need to grow could 
overcome any reticence. After 
years as Britain’s top brewer It 
was knocked off its perch by 
Scottish & Newcastle and its 
recent deals could indicate it 
wants to grow outside brewing. 

It has surprised many m 
the Giy by making a success of 
Holiday Inn and is said to 
have contemplated bidding for 
tbe VS HSton Hotels cham. 
With Ladbroke owning the 
HDton operation outside tbe 
US, Bass could look upon 
Ladbroke as a consolation 




MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 

Stork market reporter 
of the year 


njoured, is the dominant 
mfhxence in the stock-market 
The story that Bass, off 9p 
a* o74p, witt pounce has hnfaed 

jance Granada’s spectacular 

out not entirely surprising 
s®ke at the FbrtecaterW and 
hotel group. 

: Hie Granada bid - and 
Porte’s response - have high- 
lighted what are seen as Lad- 
broke’s hidden attractions. 
Two investment houses pro- 
duced circulars outlining the 
group’s worth to a predator.. 
Lad broke shares were under 

pressure after it made a profit 


If it did descend on the 
■ii would prob- 
ably have to'be prepared to sell, 
or at least reduce, tbe resultant 
betting shops chain to meet 
monopoly objections. 

Bass is due to roll out year's 
figures tomorrow when a Lad- 
broke bid could be announced. 
Its profits are likely to be 
around £5 92m against £555m. 

The rest of the market bad 
a downbeat session although 
the FT-SE 100 index, helped by 
New York, finished off its 
worst at 3,669.7 points, off 
10.7. 

Among drugs shares. British 
Biotech added 43p to l,718p, 
Chirosriesce 35p to 344p and 
Proteus 23p to 167p. BTG 


gained 40p to 741p. BSkyR, the 
satellite television station, was 
the main blue-chip casualty, 
tumbling 40-5p at one lime and 
closing 31.5p down at 397p. 
The Office of Pair Trading in- 
vestigation continues to un- 
settle sentiment and tbe 
ability of a challenge to its 
* coverage added to 
the anxiety. Robert Fleming 
Securities said tbe shares 
should be sold. 

BT, off 14Jp to 367 Jp, suf- 
fered a triple hit; the latest Of- 
tel suggestions mingled with 
worries about increased com- 
petition. The story it could buy 
control of Hoag Kong Telecom 
from Cable & Wireless - or 
even bid for Cable - was the 


other inhibiting influence. Ca- 
ble gained 15p to 475p. 

The big bid of the day was 
Welsh Water's offer for South 
Wales Electricity, The better- 
tban-expccted terms lifted 
Swalec 4 Up to 925p and bright- 
ened other electricity shares. 

Shares with a French con- 
nection were under the whip of 
the country's industrial un- 
rest. Earn Disney fell 15p to 
155p: Eurotunnel 6p to 86p 
and Kingfish er JDp to S12p. 

Racal Electronics gained 
17p to 270p ahead of today's 
interim figures. It confirmed it 
was near to buying British 
Railway's telecommunications 
operation. Any deal could cost 
up to £150m- 

Cookson, the conglomer- 
ate, was firm at 307p aJiead of 
a Henderson Crosthwaite in- 
vestment dinner, MAID, mak- 
ing a presentation today, rose 
25p to 299p and Memory Cor- 
poration, was little changed at 
442p. 


Enterprise Oil rose 8p to 
363p, helped by the firmer 
crude price and concern over 
Saudi Arabian oil supplies. 
British Petroleum improved 6p 
to 531p. 

Profit caution from 
Williams Holdings left the 
shares lOp lower at 3l5p: Scot- 
tish & Newcastle dipped 12p 
to 617p on its figures. 

Redland and RMC were 
ruffled by signs of economic 
contraction in Germany and 
BTR slipped 3p to 334p on 
fears of Australian selling. 
Lonrbo improved 4p to 172p 
on demerger peculation. 

Pittards, the leather group, 
gained 8p to 57p on a £63m 
property sale and Psion, the 
computer group, jumped 67p 
to 860p following two crosses 
above the then market price. 

Cortworth, the engineer, 
made a firm debut, trading at 
155p against the 150p issue 
rice. It was a buyout from 
illiams two years ago. 
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TAKING STOCK 


O PEX, a Stroking clothing 
group, has emerged as the 
UK vehicle for Italian busi- 
nessman, Andrea Catteueo 
Della Volta, who at one time 
bad hi* -ye on the Sect textile 
group. Through UoJwear, a 
quoted Belgian group where 
he has a 39 per cent interest, 
be is planning up to a £2m 
injection into the company. 
Uniwear is subscribing £lm 
for shares at 4375p and on- 
derwriting a £lm placing and 
open offer at the same price. 
The shares held at 83p. 

□ L gland International, the 
shipping group, rose 3p to 
73p with Kleinwort Benson 
forecasting 1996 profits of 
£2. 45m or £436m, allowing 
for the £10m funding now 
under way The extra cash 
will help the group extend its 
fleet: it is in talks to boy 
ships from the Norwegian 
U gland family; probably in 
exchange for shares. 
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Model 574 7460 40 84 
Spherical cut mjneral crystal, 
Water- resistant to 30 metres. 
Automatic movement. 

Retail price £575 
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Cricket 


warned for 
3 language 


-teJastan A 214 & 154-4 

SfiS A 332-6^ 

"ratcn drawn 


hip during his stand of 
74 with ShakeeJ Ahmed - the 
partnership which was mainly 
fe^onsibte for the second Tfcst 
^ Rawalpindi ending in a draw 
“Richard Stemp has had 


»«. u <u U oicmp nas nad 

ffiffiSSSTSafiS 

WSsarss^? 

asas«s?3fc sggff— r 1 ’ _ . ...... 

s»*2« eSS=S 


tactics as they held out for the 
result which keeps England's se- 
nes lead to 1-0 going into Fri- 
day’s final Test in Peshawar. 

Late in the day, Manzoor 
Akhtar, having been given not 
out when England were con- 
vinced be bad edged Ian Salis- 
bury to Keith Piper, held up play 
for several minutes while lodg- 
ing a complaint to umpire Mah- 
boob Shah about the reaction 


« “ s.=„ P Tad 

Australia turned 
over by Mushtaq 

)b'iefen OQft D nn< _ ■ 


Pakistan 299 & 204 
Australia 257 & 172 
Pakistan w in by 74 runs 


Pakistan salvaged some pride by 

beating Australia by 74 rans yes- 
terday in the third and final 'Rst 
i n Syd ney, after a mesmerising 
performance by the leg-spinner; 
Mushtaq Ahmed. 

Mushtaq took four widtets to 
lift his haul for the series to 18 
as Australia were shot out for 
-on the final day.. It was a dra- 
matic reversal of form by Pak- 
istan, who were beaten by big 
margins in the first two Tests. 

Mushtaq, overlooked for the 
first Tfcst, was Pakistan’s lead- 
ing wicket-taker in all four Aus- 
tralian innings since his recall 
Wasrm Alt-ram, the Pakistan 
captain, said Mushtaq and - his 
Australian counterpart, Shane 
Warne, were the best two leg- 
spinners in the world. 


, !Rnal ter. fteitam won tot*) 

jnSMCBEM?* 

AUSTRALIA ~! 


yA foror a am** 

7 

3 5 ffMP ftAfatfitta Ateneq 14 

6 S BMB b Waqar Yraw. 1 * 


3 ?y*?»°S***i MrMto iWoq kbb) j 

RRRanM not out rt 

GMc&axn b VWqerVouM. 0 

Extras 0b6. nb3) _a 

ratal fsaxom) 

MTZ - * A ’ SX ’ M4flk frJS2 * 7 ' 17Q - S ' 17D - 

Bo*Jae Wwm Atom 1^5-25-2: YteraVW 

Qti 6^-2- 15-3; Mxtfnaq Ahmed 3D6-91-4; 
Satpatn Muuqaq 134-35-1; Aamr SohaU 
1-O-l-CL 

Ifiuptoa: H D Bar) and S G Randal. 

■ Australia have dropped the 
all rounder Greg Blewett for die 
first Tfcst a gains t Sri Lanka in 
Perth on Friday. Ansralia were 
forced to make two other 
changes because of injuries to 
Steve /Vfangh and Paul ReiffeL 
Ricky Pouting, Stuart Law and 
Michael Kasprowicz have been 
called into the 12-man squad. 


Nasser Hussain, the En gland 
A captain, said: “When I spoke 
to the umpire at the end of the 
game be said that the spirit had 
been good, apart from the inri- 
dent with Manzoor. It was a frus- 
trating game, but we know that 
if it had been played over five 

days we would have won easily “ 
(Final daf of trie; En&andA non toss) 
MK 8 IAN A - Href MW 214 (Stiakeel 
Ahmed 62; D W Headey 6-731. 

EN 6 LAM) A - Rnt timings 
{Ouerntfc 281 for 21 
JERGattanc Alter b Mohammad -153 
*N Hussain c Waslm YOusufl b Amar ....43 

J C Pootey not out IS 

RC ban e sub b Mar U 

CMtMee AST MujtabQb Mohammad 1 

7KJ Piper net out 14 

GAae (D3.b4.wl.rtoU 3 

Xitel (tar S dee, 1Q5 o*en) ——332 
Ml (com): 3-291. 4-291. 5-303, 6-313. 
Did not bee O W rtaadey, T A Munton, R O 
Stomp. 

D o mfcie Atharlaq 27-4-84-3; Mohamnad 
ZMUd 23-3-91-3; Amor AH U-0-554: 
Satanar fool 23-7-37-0; Ant Mujetoa 3-0- 
94; Manzoor Aktar 16-3-490. 

PAKISTAN A - Second Ma^ 

Shateel Ahmed cGafeanbMWo 73 

Shahid Anwerb Stomp 15 

Soeed Azad b Munton 1 

* Ash Mjfaba c ffper p vvhtte 36 

Menax u AHTtar not opt 3 

Mater Qi^un not out 14 

► (D& b4. rto4) .16 


Te«at (tor 4, 6&3 awn). 


-154 


Fefc 1-45, 2-461 3-120. 4-127. 

DM not bat: matWi ¥(401111. Amar LMl 
S alman Fatal, Anwar AS, Wtahammad Zahto. 
Bowte Headey 12-1-380: Mumon 12-4- 
24-1; Saflsbuiy 13-1-390; Ssmp 7-3-10- 
1 ; banl 5-1-90; Who 93-1-22-2. 
UtopbMr Mtltooob Shah and Saddcaw Khan. 



Thai of strength: Onatop (left) t ra il s Simonova in Oxford's trial over the fid Boat Race course yesterday 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


Oxford ambition fired by American grit 


Rowing 


HUGH MATHESON 

Tfo/o gutsy Oxford crews raced 
the fvU four and a half miles of 
the Boat Race course and 
finished within a quarter length 
of each oiher yesterday to set 
a high standard for Cambridge 
to match this Friday. 

Using Onatop and Simonova, 
names from the latest Bond 
movie, gave the due that this 
might be an old story retold and 
in some respects it was. But, for 
Oxford ar least, there was a fresh 
co mmi tment and obstinacy 
about the whole thing which 
would have worried Britain's en- 
emies, although it must be said 


that much of the grit came from 
across (heAtiamic. 

Starting under cold grey skies 
and into a stiff crosshead breeze 
the crews looked schoolboyish 
and flustered in the early min- 
utes. but after passing Bam 
Elms with Simonova on Mid- 
dlesex half a length up and with 
her cox, Todd KrisioJ. pushing 
hard and wide round the bend 
the strong men in the middle of 
each crew began to assert them- 
selves. and some maturity 
emerged. 

Kristol became so deter- 
mined in his defence of stream 
that he bad stolen from Alex 
Greaney, coxing Onatop. that 
the first serious dashes came be- 
tween the Mile Post and 


Harrods. Greaney deserved 
some of the blame for trying to 
cut back into his water by 
abruptly pulling across when- 
ever he chose, but Kristol 
show ed a Major-tike deafness to 
the barrage of criticism coming 
from the coaching launches. 

The cox's petulance seemed, 
however, to bring out the best 
in the oarsmen who. in spite of 
having done no speedwork in 
preparation, showed their pas- 
sion by holding the rate above 
54 strokes to the minute for the 
whole way and raising it to 38 
for the last two mmuies. In each 
case the shortest man in the 
crew was in the six seat and each 
held his boat together under 
pressure. 


12J5 Pair Of Jacks 
1245 Robero 
1J5 The Carrot Man 
145 Head For Heaven 
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243 Court Melody 
245 Bank Place : 

3JS MEANUS MLLER (nap) 


GOING: CUases - Good to Soft (SoK in places); Hnrdkq - Good Ip Soft. 

■ Ufirhand. undaiidnR cam with sharp benh. TOdgr do<*nMB fmee bi back anlg«. 
Uphfl) mvtn of 200 yds. 

■ Cause ta off A275 S of Ik p mih Hath. Ptarapiac radon acttolna erase. ADM 8 - 
SKWfc Manbo* 112; Tutenaaa S& Cow* M. CAB PAU: S4 (ceane of cause) A £] . 
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|I£AIHN(I mmHnn nmNElftJ amar- is Winners frtan 77 names 
gtm a RanoH ratio of IttW and stem to'SJ lewd *ike OTS88.4I; CEfottn- 12 
vttnrters. tvirnen. 4£LS*v J Fflrch-Hryc«'- II winn ers, 118 rumMs, 93Wfc, 

•S32.05; D GriaReD - tOwAmes, 64 numeA, IB3I*. -638.42. 

B LKADIRG lOCTKTK: A~M»galra = - 46 trtmias, 163 ddes, 232%. +111.06; B D«d- 
wootfy-21 wtones, lOSrides, W.4%, ^33.46; D M|«Mr -12 aianecs, 2Tri<te«i 
444% *S33f5; JOabome -13 wtows*, 53 rtdea, 33jWfc, -Ail J52. . . 

WINNERS miHBlASrSBVHNBAXSc Head PorH*asen(J AS) ft IMaRSlBR (2 j4S) 

wan at Fontwefl onTnawIay. - 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Daxtog KtaR (2.45) has Dean sent )71 wdlesby M Boltoo 
bon StoMion. Whahhe. - • ■' : ' 


10 46 MS BAKff puaMN Pane) CWMu 5109. 

11 NOTfCH-ftOO (412) CBJ Leer] P Butler 5 109 

12 534SF3- PQUX HNOR (211) (The WUi Rung CUiQGEnfft 610 B_ 

13 21BI2- QDTOfORD EBLLE (396) Bsotte RacrO tfas H Kn^I 5 10 9 . 

14 00007 WEBZ2S{iaQUFPmeR)JtoMrt4109. 

-141 

BtTTKfe 7-2 Script. 4-1 Rehon. B-l quimrftml Bate, aamst. 7-1 Polly tow, 14-1 Mrs Btrtj, 
Pnfpmtitm, 20-1 oftra 

1964: Oomnl Gold 6 U 6 D Bntpater 2-1 (Mb D Ham) 15 imi 
FORM CUBE 

It was Ihm amen John JonMna’ tah Import. SCRIPT, scored at S*£r in Au 0 jsi but he has 
run nad on tne soft and can return to waving form. He has nm im in fra of htt ax sans 
since his victory, most recently behind HI Hedey at Fotestone. Robara. not dtecretied m 
naming thad to Reftoaen at Wlndsv laa month on tvs reappearance. axM do no better 
Bien Stan to Arfece at Mtarefck but mlpa Improve In the first-time visor. Dlffwat. the best 
of these an me Flat, Miring four times (three an the bn&att Etjunra&l. Ihridied a lengfft 
m Trent of Script vtoen they were fifth andf sMh behind Biaigee Jumper at Huntinefon in 
SaptemDer hut the selection was malting sound when he hit. the ttrird-iaa ffcffK that day 
■ dvl 'cCn reverse the form, evert on 3tt worse terms. Selecttsa: SCRIPT. 


2 0112 GQUIIYPUnER(10|rTheltaSPMntistKilltCinsU)U5. 

3 F 12655 JVMNI ( 8 ) ManCCsCorei) J Spesnng 7 11 5 

A UHJ2FP 1RKmou«(23)IT)vl0KsPatrHntto)CBn)o<a6U2 

5 H’tCPl COUHT IB 0 W ( 8 ) (Mr* Cobixnj P NcnotS 7 11 1 fSeu — 

6 4f 1223/ Dffi'SCAStE (574) (Ron Stunt) Mrs L IbcMdS 8 IP 13 ._ 

7 50133U S^Bf WMJt (15) CD) 1 C Cornwell A Rowe B 109 

- 7 1 



msi: 


l^GALLEANO* CHALLENGE CUP (CLASS D) (HAMHCAP 

Louse ) £SfiOO added 2m Penalty Value £3433 

3^1331 W MP ISmi tM) (CD) OtJttoOR Oregon 10 120 APlfcCoy 

RHQIP3 Wtnat (USA) PD)(CD) ffrio Jena? CDfcfTBnj p Btdw 9 11 5 BI 

035504 SUPHtlACTICSfriT) W (H VPery) RAfiw7 115. 

361-211 THECABiOriiANCIJ) (D| OftaBiVIMoWrtfi) P Wntawtti 7 114. 

106230 ISMiC23)ra(»fidfefta0«lj4M*iamai0a-. 


■12,15 


BRIGHTON NOVKECUUMMG HORDLfc (CLASS F) £2j600 
added 2m if Renafty Value £2^)85 


0 souwwmoo* 04 fflnao &oxb JftU+HeyeaSUlD 

10*244 B«mM(DSA)(22)(CD|0KBDiB«RaSAn5U7 
00-306* RISE tarot (7HRnfl COtrt GHwod5U4 _ 
4Z2F16 RQ 8 M 6 PM* 04 HD) IM A lord C Pqtosm 511 4 
QQ 2332 nWOFJUaS{»)ma>Mtoon)OVIfton51012 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 
B 

9 

10 345 RW»mMEAnoBaMUsLlBWl4ffi6 *MMtt(7} 



0-5 RftHVOSH Ql^N P7) 6 *E D J FtresJ D Gsnddfc 4 10 10 

p w»ESBWii%ffS)miAJiaa»h)Kcurtdeo*eDw4io9- 
009 aMCHBIIA(mOaiMMo9«B«)JIUre4107. 

06 MAUUBWm^onoBn Racing) BMcfitato 7106. 

345 RW1Q(7)»«BAnaBaAi|i%LiBiHl4ffi6 

-lOdsctoed- 

BEXIWto « PakrOT Jacfes, 7-afitoea DBsbwa U.M*b PlldW UBM^7-llMra«d«Ma, 

8-1 Fslsa Creak, 12-1 MM Bay, K-l otoare . 

1094; no corresptnfng race 

FORM BUSK 

PAIR OF JACKS' only Fiat w4n was gamed at Kompcon as a tarr+yaer-Old In 1992 but he 
was irioced in sc four node races last mo* and tool<s 0 xKldruu 0 i Mptf on his three- 
tnks-hall-lanflh second behmd Never So Bkie when one of the tarourices fora tetfles hsnti- 
Iced at Notti^wni- He owrid find np e»re on the niv4n but ha w* he afl the better for the 
cuonft TIM only wany ts the wt in the ffound, as The satoction's best form has been on a 
Tester surface, but none of the opposition has shown anything on soft, edhec. OrUkae. a 
v*ner here and at ftnwol In Au&ist. both on the firm, has nm waB In most of ha toe 
sans shea, toeu&rg a second behind Cast The law and fourth to Utftt fis totfi over the 
trip here. Rofatoe PrWa.' the only other hunfles winner In the fin»up. went In at Carmel 
temd) on Ns find sppearent* cf 1994-95. He was having Ms first race tinea when last of 
five flnews to Northern Starflga In 8 novtoe handteap at TBunton 12 to* ae> a«* w« be 
much sharper tortha* run. aa*e DBareaw locto on the upgrade, hating tsten the major 
Wawto betond EmopaUaada when a 33-1 snot a. FoBaamw aw vreeta o&, beesen 
fongte. 

PAIR OF JACKS. 


ToarI LOOeStAR NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS Q £2^00 added 2m 
4f Penalty Value £2^20 

663333 SCMPttmfilMHfciJ JanMtt4117 -Jtllw 

06r.moFROinK(Z82)(IlBFHWcylWiieitiip)SDoe5110 A I 


o tMmcenw msrisi) u«n nadeto p Bdisr 5 ii o . 

55 UGMSI (5G.6ri OSAoi) R CSitowen 5 11 0. 


JtPMeOoy 


32JAOA- l£ CHAT NOR (244) CTCFJTPiwsraiD&sai 12100. 

-amin- 

lettnun actfe IQt Tree hanraop w^gr le Oat M* 9sr 6 Bx 

ermfc »41fea Corot Mao. M Pat* MaaM, 3-1 totoWtostioa, *a loto. B-l NaMr, 191 la 

GBatNok 

199t fW» tflosoal 9 U U M fto^rsB 6-1 (R Chscnptonl 5 ran 
FORM OUBE 

Pata MMsel vworid pmbdiiy hare won Befetona Fafs race at Wetheroy three veeis ago 
ocapt tor ove»)iinp*)g and afl bu TaOrg three fences out and he came home last ctfthree. 
He made ameneb when detaating De Jordaan Ohe only other finaw) 20 tongtiv at Amree 
three dBje aftentera awl, moit^ the maiorfty of las vfcsorles have come on last ^oind. 
he Is a Muter on the soft. Even so, FWs Mussel Is on 129 and ta douodii whether ne will 
managB the 10lb oo nc e areo n to WE CARROT MAN, who went m at Manret Rasen on ha 
Arm appearance of last season and comes here m top form. TV Carrot Man foUmnd an 
Ascot second behoid Drummond Wante on hb roam with wans m FontweH and Windsnr 
where he a 20-tenffh beafog to Drtang Forea. Hb ml rw mind the going »— 
tnouffi upfothawe^ris.in^nwmbeopenaitoriherlinproifinienLScAroT' : e*R 
ROT MAN. 

HENFffiLD SELLING HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS G) £2,400 
added 2m If Penalty Value £1.790 

1 2441 *AD R3RHEAVBI (7) Ofom-OConnellta«R Hoad 5 12 7(7*4 8 BreJay 

2 20600-3 CHAIlBefflMWRIVictaiSernp«MalJem5U7 APMcCBy 

3 50606/0- 6 RAM)C 01 P(BST (379) (J? Oam) RDeen 8 30 11 TDoaon*B(5} 

4 4035fF SAWAPOMSABlTft«^(MBCMSoaruiA5LJewel8109 TJaMe 

5 S632IBP BEIMOiGABBl(7)B4RJi«n|for)MMadD«k6106 — 

6 3Q90P0 YERR0(IISA)(12)(PDPi*ilj)KW»p8100 

-Sdadarad- 
Unkaum »e&c lOst Tree /andtap varre » S®. 

BEITW& 64 Chdangw tore. 7-4 Head ftr Haeieo. 7-1 Saeta Pom Bay, 6-1 tend CotaoW, Bfo 
tMooMTO% 141 Vans 

1904: Osspcocd 4 u 9 A P McCoy 10-11 (J WON 6 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Head For Home* is the on* on® wwOv wmrwg form this seaaon n the Md at sol melang 

a« at Rjntwel (soft) a ««eR 809 hut he w4U find it tough »4th a 71b penalty putong hm on 

a crushing 12a 7B>- CtiALUSTGER ROW, In receipt o! a stone and with Tony McCoy >n the 
saddte, loots a besxer propoatsxu Lmda JewaTs nnw, who won on son Bring at Deem 
Royal tne season before last, firshad rwner-up in tw And two ouongs last season and ran 
»e« w trig ream when dart beNno Decree and Derrang Dancer at Windsor last Thwsd^. 
BetaiooGaMi, beaten a heed by SsM whan visored m Fontwea three years ago. mtssad 
last eeesou He was unplaced at the same couse on Ns return and was laded oft when 
puBod up in Head For Heaven's race but the headgear, dspensed w*h tar those races, e 
beck on tfrisime and he ooUd tare muen better. Selection: challenger row. 


BEJTWG: 3-1 Nazzare, 7-2 Court Melody. 41 Eqcrity Player, 5-1 DaaperxtabiB, 7-1 Green Web, 8 - 
1 Ttae boodu 10-1 Jrenreh 
199fc JUoteIb 8 12 0 J Osoorne areas iC Egerow 6 ran 
FORM OUDE 

You wfll not see a gamer vreror than KA 2 ZARO nor a better nde than that which Richard 
Dunwoody fft/e 64 Turner's rwmerwnen he made al to master Bond Junior at Newton Ab- 
ba three weeks ago. N&aaro. racing tor tne first lane in nine months, was continually out- 
jumped by tanner useful pcsm-to-poiraer Bond Junior. But Nasaro and partner held on to 
wot Dy a heart So. oerom to process wnft that run under Ns belt, the sa-year-oW can tat 
low up off a 5b hqpwr mark. He goes wel with gtc in the (pound. Equity Player, a multi- 
ple pokn-BHxrint scorer, got oft die mark aider Rules si 5andCMn last montn m a wreak 
novice chase but he (fid win as he pleased and the 1 0 -year -oW won a&tr at Fomwreu nerd 
lime. ttgi tenths by Gilpa Vahi at Warwrcv last time wnh a 15-iength gap to the 
thml. Equoy Player may be the. one to follow Nbzzbto home. Court M ete dy comfortably ac- 
counted for a poor lot at Mbiceaaretffff days ago but ar least comes nere m gxa form 
and he ads on the soft. Time Enouffi <fid not jump wel when beaten a couple of tan^hs 
by Zaps at ForaweS and has tailed ro get round In both anemots stnc*. but wrt be wmreng 
when he poises is* h« jumping. Selection: NAZZARO. 

CHAJLEY NOVICE HAfBNCAP HURDLE (CLASS F) £2,600 
added 3m UOytfs Penalty Value £2^58 
533 HEM CHOKE paj pF) n Komary) R tore 5 U 12 O Canon (7) 


2.45 


TOP-113 YESMMt |2tQ tB) IBFJ (Aam* Wnor WtagrO Mi* h Kngjn 6 11 11 

25-4361 CWRMS KM 6 [7) (Ckeve Stririesj M Bora 5 11 4 


UOK) BAIBl PLACE CU) (Bf) IBunan Doors Ud) S Snenwxxi BUI. 

3236 1 WMBTESS (M) (Geo TayWN Babbags 5 111 

FFff YES WE AW (34) (A Banwr) A 0am*» 9 10 0- 


AP McCoy 

BBredey 

a rfeflfww* (S) 


0P52P4J CQJIC ULlfY [15) Wss J E feed) RlkBi 5100 

-7dedMsd- 

Mtotjvjm vatffc 10sL This ranettap igffic Celtic LBey 9a lb. 

BETTWe 94 Dariag Mag. 7-4 «aee, 4-1 Yea Mae, 9-2 Fresh Ckofoe. 7-1 CaUc IMay, 12-1 
Yes Ms too, Yangton 

1994: no corrosporalng race 

FORM GUSE 

v< w Man beat DARING KMG nearly 22 lengths into Thao at Enter at the end of Otaober 
out there are good reasons why the selection shotrid turn that term around. Yes Man fol- 
lowed up when deteetng Ramanro a length and a half at Newbtry but he timed m a lat*- 
lusire deplay last lane when an oven-money fmmafte and only a remote rhrd of four ro 
Smith Too at Keydock. During King, on the other hand, comes here m winreng form, gaa- 
bng heme by a neck bom Woodlands Boy at Fomwet (soft) and he has a stone advantage 
wnh Yes Man compared wnh Haytiock. Bank Place, who ran warty when market leaser at 
Newbury last month on he first appearance snee March, should do much better in he first- 
time bankers. Refection: DARING KING. 


305 


EASTBOURNE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS F) £Z600 added 
2m 4f Penalty Vatue £2£S5 

23236P UBfQ DB £13) (BF) (A n Ho&ookr W G M Twrer a 12 0 II Griffiths (7) 

130306 ESPMTDEfBaK m (19 (COI IVis L R Bmunrg) D Bnxnmg 9 11 13 A Tory 

20-115 CMLIEAlSCB)fCD)(MrsRg)3azs)Gt.litoae4lll2 BFtntan (5 

212205 BUZOH OFIROT£13) (Dm) F lUlscnl TnaraonXius 6 1112 APlfcCoy 

03521-4 GUmtfil 00U) (13) (COj Ms Csicine Mswii S Do. 6 11 6 RDraaody 

0213-42 NEAMJS HRXBI (17) (CO) CMss Gerewra tformenl P Rre* 7 11 3 DPSgBui 

R64040 CARFAX (WISH lifts V£MMibBS)RHoeClC» 111 

1-600 tCVBIQLD B (Tom Seguel M Arum 5 10 11 M 


DREAM LEADER taboo} M RtbetB 5 11 0_ 

M&0AsRlNHtifi! 


511 CL 


60 P0PBKWE M 64 P Sailed R Roue 611.0 . 


ff> 


0038 ROBSKI {Ml ton ASUiaihHEttB) Mrs JPSnren 4110. 
O' TaHritJS (77^nhe)YifldoaPar»wsffo! BNfcMafi 6110- 


-S Katgafoy 


MEDIAIU. HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E)£4/J00 added 3ttt 
If UOyds Penafty Value £2^20 

12041 tMZZAM)( 21 }lAllom«i)WGM Tuner 61111 Rl 


2.15 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 
B 

9 05 P -1 BNaMKLEA 0 A{ 15 )!RarriArrsc 1 DGrsseH 510 7 

_ ^ fii^ fqj — 

BEHMG: 3-1 GwaaM Gold. 7-4 Maanas Mber, 4-1 ErwepMdeada. SI CM Me ABri. 6-1 BTOou Of 
Ray, 10-1 Carfax, 12-1 otters 
1994: no conespondng race 

FORM GUIDE 

GAMEFULi. GOLD can complete a Dureuxdy tra-limer. Trameo by Simon Dow. wmo Bre- 
ed the Wiliam HA Handeao Hunfle at Saroown on Sawrday wnh ChreTs Song. Gamefuu 
GoU won over course and distance the season before last i bear mg Nacaro tour lengths* 
md at FcmweU on her final ouang ot 19&4-95. She wifi oestratfier for her openmg fourth 

10 Fortune Course at Windsor on weeks ago. Meanus MBer. whose singe wm so tar was 

over course and distance on heavy gamg last season, jumped ten most c« the way when fin- 
sttng runner-up to Cefcbate at Towcesre- ias( month iBLazoa Of Troy a well-beaten fifth) 
on only her second race ths term. She will be more at home on thre left-hand track and 
rates a res threat. Selection : &AM£Rni GOU?. 


HYPEWOH-* ‘ 

in m Wbrdstmth UDO Sharp Pmrformer (nb) 
t secretary Of State 2j00 NewhaH Prfoce 
? -an Weteh M01 3XK» Master Orchestra 330 
Potter's Gate - : 


BETlMft B-l Nnotafita, IM Wontaritt. 6-1 tariaaap. T«e SBoa, 7-1 
EAtag Nettan Itiai, S-l Braqra OR. 10-1 Mkra 

IONG SUTTON CWWnONALS HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS E) £4,000 2m 4f UOyds 
124631 AUSOOD <28? (CDJ J AkJns 10 120 Bf 


LOOi 


GOING: Hoed. ^ 

■ iKvMJrand. level coacsk. Rbhb wse . 

junction of Al and ASM. Hmdnata*^ 

pioilc area S); remainder free- 


A013I8 W S0U» (Z3) (P) M Bsn^a^ 8 U U J MctMtf* 
525230 PRWCEXAOlCltA CUTS 8 Ulfl — PJK rwu Og 
53Q530- SW*ASI«USar|MBPINMXRxi9U9-Slto»ci«(» 
324F-44 G0RUrsmCW.C^K8ulB8U9 Al 



6 3353-55 MBMAN) RAME (13) A Btacfcnwe 6 10 8 — 6 Hb 0 n( 3 ) 

7 3PWP-3 PRECIOUS VKMDE 8 (MP Bu» 6 10 0 — J J Mwy^ (3) 

BEJTWG: (4NnM Pita, 92 AaeleKato; 6 -lFfortadiUd. 6 -lPMCtoos 
, Pofl Stafog, mgriand Rraa, 12-1 Bdffs Saaten 

BISHOPS STORTFORD NOVICE HURDLE 
_ (CLASS E) £34 )00 added 2m 110yds 

Rl HRMBt HUMBI ( 12 ) C Egnxi 4 11 6 Ittfteoe 

Acnon ATLAST j Ltoewi 4 11 0 BSopste 

Of ANKDR GOLD (675)1 Wife 7 110. 

63 BQNJOW (19) Cfitav* 5 110 

(31) C Book 


t 0032 RfttLBDtraaJGcBeUO L O'Hara 

5 cm WTBff RXhr620> N 7*S3rvDaues6 11 0 CUeMBya 

6 002-64 USALEBIWR9l(81)jNorten6110 WRy 

7 PP-2F »MtHfORC»elM(m(BB«»Hhngi6110— IMBey 

8 fiSaJWSLADJEc-oMseun DBaofWy 

9 G4J03-: QUMBnrH0USE(19)DCn»peB7110 Q Upton 


JSSfonNl 


R-5 


P GUO5WS90NE(12)JP«4OniU0 



00- UfflKS(255)JGtfW5U0 

OOP JttB 0 (M) JJartonsAllO. 

JMStBI THBE Us J Ptnei 5 11 0 


b«n seat 


r^^MONTAQU CLA»W 6 WME {CLASS F) 

3.Z30 [fg Roo added 2m llflyifc 

1 40CB46 ffiljlSS 

| u arena « ill U J 

S aevs 


V24&12 SHARP PDtfOBMEK WORK Ba«ey 6 US — TlMoRriiy 
3F2225- Sn2XW8AFB«(Z2D)MV«r60n6110 —POwtfoyW 

• • -7 rkxfwed’- _ . , _ _ 

BETTWG:S29aajiP«fcBner, 3-lBagBJ0d,5-lCartT^»dal.fi-lSkaia» g 0COO iLMB0(232] J Sprang 4 UO 
HBowaf, Sfatitag Afhk, 7-1 Pttac* Yaia, 12-1 Ha SckSer — 

TETWORTH HANDICAP IRJRDLE (CLASS 

0)^500 added 2m UOytfs 

001-621 aRM{U)(CS)NHmdsmi4U10 MAHbgnai 

111332*. HM B C O MEPBBUlBOHCaOBNrwn81110iia— a 
2160-10 WicweB»06|«eBril*sMlfctoBy6U4JPie« 

00214 lfiMTO6DAN1E(4S)(BF)6VUltad5110~— KCarie(3) 

' tom . SBSBXBOFSOaEpXQnOfieutrttStDllJOdHne 

53122 - JasrsunDsaas^nBRAMiAioB — 

1-14PM SAssaaaram(BF)p«w^5io4 abmb« 

341PM nEMEBa><CDIJJerto*7102 --CSaa(l) 

-Bdactared- 

BEmm7-2BBrn,4-lBroetnnaBv,MPtaaeoBeFstsr,E-iSra«tanr 
efSMtt,-fcl toe ArDanta, Sassfoar, 191 ottea 


-PMda 



Ad*e» 


Olaabr 


SR PETER CROSSMAN NOVICE HAMXCAP 
OWSE (CLASS F)£4yOOO 2m llflyds 
Q03R4- AIHERH1YP63) JUlwm 71112 BI 




PP5P65 HARMCX UP fL3) N Tegm-taes G 11 12 — C UbmRid 

3I092U RBMMLnMCEff7)(D)ASBeaar7UlO TBay 

502FP-P ■0HCHTSaSW{7)Jrtse»7UO ATbOBtian 

44F245.RU.a«iM (7) KBuAafrlO 11 RSuRria 


ay MONKS I0H4M (815) G HXtetl T UO KCeriaO) 

HBffONEJJanknsSUO IFlWnj 

PtmESnASHPMaHnSUO Jl A ft^rakl 

OP-22 BVAL HI ( 10 ) Ms tl Maw4^r 7 UO Rfotesan® 

06 ROOL OBMSON BE) M Hamrpnd 4 U 0 »tow|7) 

P-0 8TIU5H BUWE P) R HriMwad 6 U 0 — MWItorBaf7) 

(■nEJUBCE M Hammond 4 U 0 KfCBfctoerW 

W2 R&SHifll(8)«F)MniMft8^B>6U0 PNMri 

P CYPRUS P 0 KT (270) S Cannon 4 109 ASSritt 

5MK«RMESJUom4109 WHrMred 

BEIIBIB: Mlliwtaa (hinfnr, 7-2 MWfor Titta. 7-lWeftii UB, BW BM. 
91 Bqal Citana. 10-1 Bo^oar, Panda SfAaafi, U-l ettae 

j CROWLAND MAIDEN CHASE (CLASS F) 

J £3^00 added 3m 

3 Ail. CUP HANDS ( 68 ) NBettaj? 7 UO — MAI 
4QPP22- CHiLE EOBSDS C 201 ) Kn L Wtenari 8 11 D__ 

RP 6 D0HW» RINSER (UJltohKi^l 10 UO 


10 <G34>04 SOUMBeOUBf ai)JWty«711Cr_. 

U 0SW3 5PA KEUY (U) J Peronrg 7 UO 

12 0-0 WAUrSDflBIM(2DAJarr«s6110 

13 OP-Pf SUGAR HU. (71 J&«W 5 10 13 

14 THE BOOLEY H0U5E 0 $nen«xl 5 10 13 Owtotfiri 

15 3P GOU)ENOUVE{3)FWeaoe>6i09„ BHaCbet 

16 006092 PHRSONSBBlJE{M4)0»mnm7i09 UBrwnwi 

17 2P.TOP- SEDGE WARBLES C2S7) fitePHrmeson 8 109.J AkfcCartfor 

IB PBSMELODf J Uulcs9109 SCma(3) 

-Ifldecteeo- 

BEntfBt 91 Haal BeaL 8-1 CfiaBc Bderri*. (keny Hawa, 10-1 attars 
P j of T] DSXRBERRTERMSIMTENH FLAT RACE 
I °-° U l (CLASS H) &JD00 2in ilOytfs 


521- TH13BOT (221) LteM ftoeiWS UU_- MHa»rt#i» (7) 

1 KB(IRHD7BMC»)JIAgrt4U6.„. .5 Cera (3) 

AUC«.iCira411* — PJ K i wra gig) 


CARDKAL K*£ 1 fiewfos 6 U £ , 
equESTRMHSM j Peet» 4 u t . 


_.jHr«Datr(7) 

PMeLocafiito 

0- GOLDS! PUNCH C 220 ) C Cv» 4 U ■! EQaaie(3) 

ABGWY MOSS D McvKcn i U 4 JftFftatsbym 

(5- ROXTOW 1 E HOAD (232) R tee 5 11 i RJoCma(9 

SOME TDOOIHM GriBW 5 11 A LAaariKm 

WIWASn>REYPtttfl»513C MrPScret(7) 

GAVE FAME H 2»pr i 1013 T J MaptefO) 


MSS BOUSTE C Nam 5 10 13 - 
tff-CE-BOH KCkOKuA 4 ID 13, 
Pins SPBSAL L Wefc 5 ID 13_ 
ponsrs SALE D Nntotf< 4 10 13„ 


_MCM9n(7) 

DWaU(5) 

.^.Q Hope (3) 
_H Mare fi j (5) 


TKiSBDrNUNL*sMUcCain6l013 Gtomeyd) 

-18 teetered - 

BEJTWG; 41TBytay, 5-1 KaMtatd toa, 6-1 Potter’* Qofo. 10-lottera 


gUOBl* XHAHET 

. 2 _ Seta Boy S-l; a- 

“is^gais gi 

2. ptna tumor 9-23. Forrao ^ 


itesassHs 

£2.60. DF: £123»- CSF: £2624. 

7J0K X. CHAKIRY B 6 ATH 9* HodOtJa) &■ 
l- 2 . SuNe Soto 11-6 iaw 3- Map Bat- 
(Bog 9-2- 6 rw. Jp TTWrRcn. 

SSBah am i. totae E5J0; 5 3-70, SL OP- Df-. 
n in. CSK fi LSI .//tea ct a rarfi tarpNy, 


RACING RESULTS 


aangz 

230: a. BLUE CHARM ( TRoeti) 5-^™- 
£440.56 ‘ 


3U00C 1. ROCKET RIM (A Thonfon) 5-2: fe 
11 Soeen 25-1; 1 «ertx« 1091- 10 
5-6tarWiaTeaaar(feja.30.25.IM»lii- 
crtavitaselNnroas). Total £3^0: LL40, 
£240. 13290. Oft E342Q.CSR £E335L Trtt 

£33 7^0 (pan wore (no) cf £ 123,73 earned for- 

wti to Hunbngflcrt 230 today). 

330: L ADMCMIC CS UefioaN 94 for. 2. 
Dirica rf Farm 3-1; 3. Maetoe 10-1. S ran. 
6 l 7. (R AtoKConri*orv-Hyeod).TW* £2.60; 
£1.10. CUO. £42a DR £3£0. CSR £&63- 
ptacepofc £220.60. 

QuMpat not wxi (Poet of £37X0 earned 

fanea» Hunt in gton today)- 

Pfeco L £221.67. Pfao* & £157.38. 


LUDLOW 

12 . 4 S: LSIA/&POLLAIDH U Osborr*) 4- 
2; 2. 7on/* MW 6-1: 3- Safe Secret 20- 
1. 15 ran. 7-2 tav Double Jeaponly(4W.L 
lVu (K BaUev. Upper Lammum). Totre 

u Atta^aS * Eftoa 

CSP. £25^6. TrtO: £33.70. NR: The Gaul- 
kf 7 ha GaritarioO-XJwB&wtaicfiawn net un- 
&r Of&rs; Fite JOoes not apply. 

1U5: 1. 60« 8 ETTHI IN Mam) 9-4 A 
tav; 2 . Hatted 10 - 1, 3. Mart Be Magtaal 
4-1. 7 ran. 9-dJibit Person TflttCS (4thJ. 
IVa. 20 (S Manor. 9Mnkn). TatK £2,10; 
m o £340. DF: £9.40. CSF: £ 22 . 10 - 


14K X. BBJMORE ROCK (D tedpreon 12 - 
H 2 . SitoWteek B-l: 3. Wtaoe Wonde r 8-3. 
34 na. 4.1 tar Hoomsmer. 6 . 7. (M Fee. 
Wlirs or). Tot tr. £1220: £3,60, £2.90. 
C1.907 DF: £50.40. CSF; £S8B9. Tncast 
£75333. Tne £221.00. 

23JE 3_ FULL OF FBtE (Mr C Borrwl 4-1; 
2 . J aa a n*a Boy 94 tBr. 3. C ett glte d Bala 
10 - 1. 8 ran. 3. 4. VK Batty, upper Lamoouml. 
Tote: £430: £L2ft £L7ft £2.00. Pf: £6-90. 
CSF: £33.42. Tncast L773A. 

iS&l PROJECTS 14- 

1 : 2 . DratokBMftatenar 4-1; x Dametiai Boyo 
3 -LSian. i^St, L Bftcvn, Atxj^ennj). Tote: 

IW7rtM!»l.I1fflT. riVyi rSF:tfB^tL 


345: i. CLASS OF NPE1YIWO tAPMc- 
uo>) S-ll tav. 2 . Ju d fow n eto 114; 3. Cmdc- 
log Idea 3-1. S ran. 5. 15- (T Forster. 
Warms,. Tata: 13.70: 13.40, £13a DF; 
£2.60. CSF: £3.15. 

345: 1. COME ON PENNY ID Leanyt 7-1; 
2. DTK Last 6 -t X CMteffltth Dan 6-1. 13 
ran. 4-5 tav Comauan Cracker 15th). 1 . L (D 
Gandbflo. wantegej. Tote: £6.70: 1230. 
12.00. £2.70. DF: £24.10. CSF: £50.51. Tne: 
£3420. fift Sort Draik 
Jacknot not won (pool ot £27.672.00 earned 
forward to Hirteigdon today). 

Pto cwp B fc £ 288 - 30 . Qnridpofc ES4^a 
Ptecre & £ 336 . 13 . Ptaea 5 : £ 104 . 44 . 


John Hammond, in a dy- 
namic pair with the president. 
Robert Clegg, gave (he length 
and steadiness for Onalop* to 
come back tmo the race lime 
and time again, and a I Jo wed 
ihc stern pair of Paul Berger, 
from the University of Penn- 
sylvania. and Adam Frost, a 
second-year Etonian, at stroke 
and seven respectively, to 
drive the crew up to diary rat- 
ings for December on a gusty 
Tideway, 

In Simonova, the Canadian 
international Jeremy Howick 
was (he 25-vear-old rock behind 
which the 18-year-old Hamp- 
tonian. Charlie Humphries, 
could hide his considerable 
talent. In front of them were 


Ben Mann, from Yale, and 
Damian West, who has come to 
Oxford after three years on the 
Tideway with London Univer- 
sity. Bui whenever West's blade 
was clear of the clashes they 
could put in enough to keep 
Simonova a quarter length up 
at the finish. 

ONATOP (MiAteMa station) Bow T Ander- 
son rEion ert 0 nef,; 2 T Flemming -Tnrar, mi'. 
C&r.bndgp anq Magcjfcfu: 3 J Roycnrft <E'.or. 
ar.o kptdei, 4 S Hughes fWiitotn 8 ca and 
Ktwti; E R Oegg iPa*,' ana rieraei: 8 J Ham- 
mond iHenera ar<t Neni. 7 A Frost iFicu ana 
stroke P Berger njnt.cr.ir, at Penr. 
‘.-.rvarea and Umuvr/'. con A Greaney 
lArungirivi ana Sr Edmund Kadi. 

SIMONOVA (Storey Station; Bow M Brown 
■Queen's Pari- Chester and One!): 2 G Rocen- 
pen Harvard and Mewl; 3 E BeMamy ’Han.ti 
ron and rvrtnei; 4 R Hedy murvon 
Unier jna Mewi; S C HiaapMce iHampUrir .vo 
Caret i; 8 J Howlcfr iDannioutt, and htbiei; 7 B 
Mam Male ana hestoi mk* D West ILanour 
Unnrervtv ana Si Canenne's): cor T Krtstel 
Harvard ana Onell. 


Martha’s Son 
ruled out for 
the season 


Racing 


JOHN COBB 

Just when it seemed that 
Richard Dunwoody had cor- 
nered the market in good for- 
tune there has been a setback 
to his domination of the major 
races. The champion jockey, 
who look four races and all the 
plaudits at Sandown on Satur- 
day. was due to have been an- 
nounced as the partner of 
Martha’s Son in the King 
George VI Chase al Kcmpton 
on Boxing Day, but instead the 
statement from Tim Forster, the 
gelding's trainer, told that his 
charge is injured and out for the 
rest of the season. 

Forster had been faced with 
a difficult decision in replacing 
Rodney Farrani with Dun- 
woody. Farrani had ridden 
Martha’s Son to seven wins in 
nine chases but was criticised 
for his performance when the 
pair were defeated by Thtvado 
at Huntingdon last time ouL 

“Martha’s Son has leg trou- 
ble and will not run again this 
season, so that solves the jock- 
ey problem." Forster said. "He 
got a little bit of a leg at Liver- 
pool in April but, sadly, there’s 
no such thing as having a little 
bit of a leg any more than be- 
ing a Hide bit pregnanL 

“He seemed all right after 
Huntingdon but when we can- 
tered him last week (he warn- 
ing light was flickering, so 
yesterday we said stop. It's all 
very sad but these things hap- 
pen in racing." 

Forster will still be repre- 


sented in the King George by 
the Mackeson winner. Dublin 
Flyer, who like the other Kemp- 
ton contenders had his odds 
trimmed after the news of 
Martha's Son’s absence. 

Barton Bank, who would be 
chasing a hat-trick in the race but 
for his last-fence fall a year ago, 
is down to as low as 11-4 
favourite to gain compensation. 

His rider, Adrian Maguire, is 
likely to be back in action on Sat- 
urday, just 22 days after crack- 
ing his left tibia at Ascot. But 
Tony Dobbin, the regular part- 
ner bf another King George con- 
tender. One Man, who suffered 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Pair Of Jacks 
(Plumpton 12.15) 

NB: Newhall prince 
(Huntingdon 2430) 

hand and shoulder injuries in a 
fall at Catterick lust month, 
may not be fit io accompany that 
horse at Haydock on Saturday. 

Dobbin’s work on the grey 
yesterday posed more questions 
about rider than horse. “Tony 
said it was not very comfonaNe.” 
his agent. Richard Hale. said. 
- "We will abandon plans to come 
back on Wednesday." 

King George VI Chese (ftemptOfl. 26 fe- 
ctfttDeO Corel: 11-4 Bon on Bonk. 3-1 Mer- 
ry Gale. 7-2 One Man. 6-1 Dublin Flyer. 12-1 
Aean. va D'Alene. 14-1 BocA 01 Mifire, 16- 
1 Monseur Le Cure, 20-1 others 
Wtflbxn Mb 13 -4 Barton Bar*. 100-30 Mar- 
ry Gate. 4-1 One Mart. 6-1 Dunlin Fiver. 12 - 
1 Aiem-Coufiin. U-l Vd D’Alene, 16-1 Bee* 
Ot Muse. 20 - 1 inneti 
Ladbrotas; 11-4 Banco Bank. 3 - 1 Moty Gafc. 
4-1 One war. 6-1 DuMre Ftyti. ID -1 vai 
D’Alene. Aigan, 14 1 Couitan. 16-1 Book Of 
Muse. 30-1 oitiere. 


Wakeham in line 


Lord Wakeham. the former 
Conservative chief whip and 
leader of both houses of Par- 
liament, is almost certain to suc- 
ceed Lord Hartington at the 
head of the racing industry as 
chairman of the British Horse- 
racing Board. 

Hartington, who achieved so 
much in ceding much of the 
power of the Jockey Gub to the 
BHB and then steered the new 
organisation through its early 
life, ends his four-year term of 
office in June. Wakeham, who 
owned horses in the 1970s. is 
Itkelv to be named as his suc- 


cessor at the BHB's meeting on 
9 January. 

The appointment to racing’s 
premier post will cap a re- 
markably swift rise for the 63- 
vear-old Wakeham who had 
not held anv office in the in- 
dustry until elected as a BHB 
delegate by the board's indus- 
try Committee last June. 

Although retired from high- 
level politics. Ufakeham has 
many other commitments, in- 
cluding the chairmanship of 
the Press Complaints Commis- 
sion and directorships with Sev- 
eral companies. 
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sport 


Procurator Fiscal’s interventions are cause for concern 


Scottish football is attracting in- 
creasing attention from the civ- 
il authorities, the latest 
intervention concerning Stew- 
art McKmunie.The Procurator 
Fiscal’s office in Glasgow con- 
firmed yesterday that police 
have been instructed to supply 
information on the incident 
during Saturday’s 1-0 Premier 
Division defeat at Partick that 
led to the Aberdeen captain be- 
ing sent off for an alleged el- 
bowing offence. 

“We have asked the police to 
supply certain information on 
the Partick Thistle v Aberdeen 
match at the weekend " was all 


a spokesman for the Procura- 
tor Fiscal's office in Glasgow 
would reveal on the beginnings 
of yet another investigation of 
an on-field incident 

The trend began with the 
Duncan Ferguson case, which 
saw a professional footballer 
sent to prison for the first time 
for his conduct during a match 
Paul Gascoigne, Alan McLaren 
and John Brown of Rangers and 
Billy Dodds, the Aberdeen 
striker, are the subjects of a re- 
port being compiled for the 
Procurator Fiscal for Glasgow. 

They are under investigation 

for incidents during the match 


between their dubs at Ibrozlast 
month, a game in which John 
Rowbottom, the referee issued 
no punishments but the Scottish 
Football Association subse- 
quently suspended Gascoigne 
and Brown on the basis of the 
referee’s supervisor’s report. 

However, the theory that the 
Procurator acted because the 
football authorities did not falls 
down now. McKimmie was scut 
off after his tangle with fartidds 
Callnm Milne. He was fined by 
his dub and will be suspended 
in line -with SFA rules. The 
intervention of the Procurator, 
therefore, would suggest that be 


David McKinney reports on external 
pressures being felt in Scottish football 

feels football is incapable of ad- 
equately policing itself. 

Ferguson, who bad already 
been bound over to keep the 
peace, escaped punishment by 
the referee when he butted 
John McStay, vet there have 
been recent incidents on which 
the Procurator has turned a 
blind eye, leaving those in- 
volved m footbaH with an uneasy 
feeling as they struggle to in- 
terpret the ground rules. 

Several players were involved 


Final between Largs 
and Glenafton at Ibrox in 1994 
and in August of that year 
Craig Levein and Graham. 
Hogg of Hearts exchanged 
punches during a friendly 
against Raith Rovers at Stark’s 
Ade. There was no action tak- 
en against any player. 

While the feeling of the Ab- 
erdeen people al Pitlodrifi is rttar 

the Procurator now has hs foot 
in the door and wall continue to 


be involved in football matters, 
Tony Higgins, a former profes- 
sional player and now secretary 
of the Scottish Professional 
Footballers* Association, is de- 
termined to establish the real po- 
stion- “We have written to the 
Lord Advocate, via Brian Wil- 
son MR and have alerted our 
players to the increased in- 
volvement of the civil authori- 
ties in the game," he said. “In 
addition we will meet with the 
Managers and Coaches Associ- 
ation on Wednesday to discuss 
the issue but the, message now 
seems to be that tf events are re- 
ported they will be taken up. 


“There is a new agenda now, 

so the players must do as much 

as they can while we would like 
clarification to establish where 
we stand because of the inde- 
pendent role of the Procurator 
Fiscal This is a wo trying trend 
because, although the game it- 
self hasn't changed dramatically 
over the last20years, we have 
a new audience, and while no 
one would condone violent con- 
duct we are seeing a proactive 
role from the Fiscal-" - 
That new audience has the aid 
of the prying tete risi^^e^e , 

sected every weekend in the 


country’s living rooms. Now 
there is a danger that some peo- 
ple are looking to sanitise the 
game, which is embraced with 
as much passion and vfeour in 
Scotland as anywhere jn Europc. 

A heavy-handed approach 
is cited as the reason. Scottish 
dubs fail to make an impact in 
the European arena, but the ev- 
idence from overseas suggests 
others are applying British fit- 
ness to their undoubted skills. 
Yet nowhere in Europe are 
players becoming as fearful of 
being involved in a tangle with 

opponents as Scots are - and 
outside influences are to blame. 


End of the 
dream for 
Maradona 


Phil Davison in Buenos Aires finds the 
Boca Juniors love affair is turning sour 


D iego Armando Maradona 
is not used to having six 
goals knocked in against 
his side. It's about as rare as his 
appearances at training. 

It happened at the weekend, 
though, as Boca Juniors went 
down 6-4 to Racing Club in a 
vital league match that could 
end Boca's title hopes. The re- 
sult knocked Boca off the top 
of the table, a point behind 
Velez Sarsfieid with two games 
to play, and threatened to end 
the honeymoon between Mara- 
dona and the Boca fens. 

For the first time, a few Boca 
fans joined in the rival sup- 
porters' taunts of “Maradona, 
your mother's shell" - a vulgar 
anatomical ref- 

erence in Span- we surrendered 

ish - in the MOf© dflCl ITlOr© the champion- 

club's Bombon- ship, but we 

era stadium on TcHIS T66I tflBl FlIS will keep the 

° faith." 

Faith? More 
and more Boca 
fans are ex- 
pressing the 
view ‘ that 
Maradona’s, 
latest hairstyle 
represents just 
what it looks 


kick-off on Sunday aighL Boca 
had even voted in a new chair- 
man minutes earlier, the motor 
industry mogul Maurido Maori, 
who was expected to bring 
more sponsorship and more 
success next season. 

But while Boca's captain, re- 
cently turned 35, was over- 
weight, weary and lazy, a hungry 
Racing Gub, themselves in 
third place in the league and still 
with a shot at the title, went on 
the rampage. Despite scoring a 
consolation penalty, for the 
dream team's captain it was a 
nightmare. 

“We knew deep down we 
were letting the championship 
slip away," he said after the 
match. “Today, 


Sunday night. , . 

Bombon era new hairstyle 

means box of 

sweets, but the represents what 

atmosphere \ 

quickly turned ft lOOkS like — a 

sour as 60,000 „ , 

fans saw their yellOW Streak 
team defeated 
in the 10-goal 
match. 

“Symbol of Boca," was the 
headline in the daily La Nation 


yesterday, next to a picture of 
a dejected Maradona. “He 
didn't train all week. He said be 
had flu, but he was weD enough 
to attend a barbecue," the pa- 
per reported. 

Since his return to Boca in 
September at the end of a 15- 
month ban for failing a dope test 
at last year’s World Cup, the lit- 
tle man has not been out of the 
headlines. The working-class 
club from the Buenos Aires 
docks where the tango was 
born came up with some $8m 
(£53m) for a 30-month con- 
tract. “God has given me to 
Boca," he said. 

At the same time, they signed 
Maradona's international part- 
ner Claudio Caniggia, another 
player with a former cocaine 
problem, to form the “dream 
team". Despite Maradona's 
continued absence from train- 
ing, things were going reason- 
ably well until just before 


like - a yeQow streak. It was sup- 
posed to parallel the yellow 
stripe across Boca’s blue jersey. 
Legend has it the dub chose the 
colours when someone saw the 
flag on a Swedish freighter 
docked in Boca harbour at the 
beginning of the century. 

Maradona has gone missing 
several times in the last few 
months. “Donde estd Diego?" 
(Where is Diego?) is perhaps 
the most common newspaper 
headline in Argentina. The last 
time - last month - he claimed 
he was depressed over the death 
of Sebastian PassarelJa, the 
teenage son of his former in- 
ternational team-mate and cur- 
rent Argentina manager, Daniel 
PassareLIa, in a car accident. 

Inevitably, rumours are rife 
that be has returned to cocaine, 
which got him suspended while 
playing for Napoli in 1991 and 
arrested in Buenos Aires the fol- 
lowing year. Until Sunday, Boca 
fens bad given him the benefit 
of the doubt, hoping that mag- 
netic left foot could do just 



Venables has 
to start his 
final plans 


Paul Mereon 
his rehabilitation while Raul 
luce seeks reconciliation when 
'ferry Venables names bis latest 
' today. 

dy, though, the door to 
next summer’s European 
Championship squad is dosing, 
with next Tuesday’s Wembley 
friendly against qualifiers Por- 
tugal the coach's own deadline 
for experimentation. 

It is still ajar for proven play- 
ers like Ibtienham’s Darren 
Anderton and Liverpool’s 
Jamie Redknappwfaen they re- 
cover from injury, and Venables 
will never shut it completely on 
of form like that which 
tot Nottingham Forest's 
Steve Stone to the forefront this 
season. However, now the time 
for consolidation, and conoetr- 

Imt in n h^gins, distilling tht» a. 

perience of his first 13 games 
and the 39 players he has used 
into a tight, tactical group 
through a fresh programme of 
New Year friendlies. 

It is a critical period. Just 
hours before England play the 
Portuguese, they will be given 
th«r challenge for 1998, with 
the draw in Paris for the next 
World Cup qualifiers. Five days 
after the Wembley game, Eng- 
land win finally focus on then- 
first competitive fixtures for. 
more than two years when the 
thaw is made in Birmingham for 
next summer’s- finals. •.’• *. • 

Displays like last mouth's 3-1 
win a^aistSwit25edaiKi-and just 
7A hauls’ preparation for a game 
brought forward to Tuesday to 
avoid & dash with the Anfield 
play-offbetween the Republic of 
Ireland and the Netherlands - 
are also reasons not to tinker with 
the squad. With Graeme Le 
Saux under no cloud for his 
Blackburn punch-up and Stone 
a success on hssecOTd substitute 


appearance, there are few va- 
cancies, though .the welcome 
mat win be out for Middles- 
brough's Nick Barmby, who is fit 
toremm. 

Venables would like to find 
room, too, for PhulMeisoh and 
complete the 27-year-old Ar- 
senal midfielder's dramatic es- 
cape from his personal 
problems. Recalled after in- 
jury to die squad last month, 
Dawid Platt was rocked when he 
felled to make the team, but his 
excellent form should restore 
him against the Portuguese. 

With Paul Gascoigne, Steve 
McManaman and Robert Lee 
all rising to the challenge of 
competition, the case for the 
likes of luce or John Barnes is 
weakening. Indispensable little 
more than six months ago, be- 
fore a damaging court case and 
a debilitating move from Man- 
chester United to Intern azi- 
onale, Ince has been out of 
favour since snubbing the sum- 
mer Umbra Cup. Venables said 
last month he would give him 
more time to settle in Italy but, 
ff be does not return now, fie will 
surely fear the worst. 

- Already the national coach 
has pared down hisstrikeforec 
to five -Alan Shearer, Les Fer- 
dinand and Tbddy Sheringham 
backed by Barmby and Peter 
Beardsley T with maybe anoth- 
er cut to come. He has to 
choose whcther.ro persevere 
with Shearer, 21 goals for 
Blackburn but none for England 
in nine games, or give Ferdinand 
his bead at last after 20 goals for 
Newcastle. Either way, Sher- 
ingham. now looks the first 
name down on the team-sheet. 

Defence, though, is once 
again England’s great strength 
after the summer aberrations, 
with only one goal conceded in 
three games. 


Ferdinand’s true grit 


Grim determination: Diego Maradona (centre) cannot prevent defeat by Racing Chib on Sunday 


Photograph: AP- 


enougb to bring them only then- 
second championship since a 
young Maradona helped them 
win it in 1981. 

As he confined to gain weight 
this year - “the ball's the one 
that keeps moving and doesn't 
have No 10 written on it," goes 
a local joke -he had a face-lift, 
or jowi-trim as he preferred to 
put it, because: “I want to look 
good for my wife.” 

She, the peroxide bloade 
Claudia who has stood by him 
through thick and thicker, rec- 


iprocated with a breast im- 
plant, leading Diego to tell re- 
porters: “Sus Iolas son 
baibaras” (her tits are fantastic). 

Tubby and unfit though he 
is, he still has the magic. It just 
comes in less frequent doses. 
A few days before the Racing 
Gub game, I watched him 
against arch-rivals River Plate, 
in what they call the Super- 
Derby, at River’s Monumen- 
tal Stadium where Argentina 
won the dramatic 1978 World 
Cup final. 


The atmosphere was almost 
as electric as in 1978, this time 
with Rivers red and white 
colours dominating as bombs, 
crackers, flares and sparklers 
went off and ticker tape and 
toilet rolls blocked out the 
sky. 

The little man still had the 
ability to drift past three men 
without looking down at the 
ball, to the cheers of bs bosteros 
(the pigshits), as Boca’s fens call 
themselves to distinguish them- 
selves from Rivers middle- 


class support. And he almost 
scored with a 40-yard shot from 
dose to the touchlzne with the 
goalkeeper off his line. 

Most of their fens still hope 
Maradona can pull it off for 
Boca over the next two vital 
games. Their biggest fen, 60- 
year-old Jose Barrita, head of 
their fen dub and known as d 
abudo (foe grandfather), will be 
watching on television. He is 
currently in jail in connection 
with the murder of two River 
fans near the Boca stadium. 


Les Ferdinand has scored 20 
goals since his £6m move to 
Newcastle last summer - only 
six short of Ins previousbest -re- 
turn with four months of the 
season still to run. 

Ferdinand’s success in the fa- 
mous No 9 shirt is propelling 
Kevin Keegan’s side towards 
their first championship since 
1927 and they are determined 
not to let the chance slip as they 
did a year. ago. 


that Newcastle haven’t had the 
s tnm ie a tow^ w iftihbmt^ 
season we have shown our re- 


Mcstays dawn chorus Forest worried by yobs and strikers 

Celtic supporters were un before Celtic are honing to he <nv- ^ ^ 


Celtic supporters were up before 
dawn yesterday to buy tickets for 
fhul McS toy's testimonial match 
against Manchester United on 
12 December. 

“The fust fens arrived at one 
o’clock in the morning," Peter 
McLean, a Celtic spokesman, 
said. “By SJOam the queues 
were stretching down the street 
and that was still three hours be- 
fore the tickets went on sale." 


Celtic are hoping to be giv- 
en the green tight later this week 
to open a temporary stand at the 
currently two-sided ground to 
push the capacity for the game 
to over 37.000. With tickets 
priced at £12 for adults and £5 
for children and OAPs, the 
Scottish international, who 
joined the dub in February 
1991, looks set to earn dose to 
£400,000 from the match. 


WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 


it is no surprise to Johnny Metgxl 
that his old dub. Nottingham For- 
est, are already Errand's last stan- 
dard team in Europe. 7W the time 
I was in England, people wwru say- 
ing they woUkJ have to change or tall 
behind." the farmer Dutch interna- 
tional mkifieWerBakL 
ec they arc saying the same thing." 

Metgod. 37. spent three yeare 
at the City Ground, fbtfowed by a 
season with Tottenham, before re- 
turning® the Netherlands in 1968 

to join Feyenoord. tor whom he is 
now heed of youth development 

He lives in a village outside Rot- 
iwtanvMBt ftswfe, Patty thar son 
and two daughtere. 

"Theiats no reason why changa 
should not, happen. The Wds hern 
don’t play in the streets any more, 
but we take them at sn years otd 
and create situations which are Kte 
playing in the sheets. EOch ptey 
«r gats a tan to work with and does 
nothing else, them is no point In 
asking e boy to pass the baB tf he 
cannot eonbolit. 



Johnny Metgod 


“This is where English football Is - 
tad*®. Stitt there are players, cen- 
tre-backs far example, big Motes 
ftifl of character, but who seem to 
want to kick the trafl as far away 
as they can, es if it frfjfrtens them." 

Metgod stopped playing only tin® 
yeas ago, but says he now “thWte 
like a coach rather than a player* 
and wants to test himself at the 
Ngwt tauaU *1 need onfc are mom 
qualification to be a head coach in 
the firat Diwson here, but I wouidnt 
mind toe (Stance to *crfc in Eng- 
land if the right job came afeng." 

Jon Cuttey 


aiewsupportecswhohadii 
the pitch, Nottingham Forest 
have rarely been associated with 
crowd trouble. However, they 
carry the English standard into 
Europe tonight hoping that their 
success has not attracted the 
wrong kind of flag-wavers. 

Olympique Lyonnais, their 
opponents m tonight’s Uefa Cup 
third round second leg. are ex- 
pected to flout foe regulations of 
the governing body of European 
football and seC tickets on the day 
of the match. Although this hap- 
pened without proWems in both 
Forest's previous European ties, 
in MalmS and Auxerre. Forest 
are aware that the risk increas- 
es in line with their profile. 


“I am concerned, "said Frank 
Clark, the Forest manager. 
“There might be a few national 
yobbos who decide to have a efey 
trip and cause a bit of mayhem. 

~Ibe dub has done everything 
we can. We have taken names 
and addresses for each of the 
1,000 tickets we have sold. But 
though Uefe would take that in to 
account if anything happened, 
the sti g ma of trouble would still 
reflect badly upofl the dub. It cer- 
tainly would not do English foot- 
ball any go cxL” 

Fortunately the police are 
yet to be dragged into the wave 
of strikes which are slowly 
paralysing France - although 
they may join in if they contin- 
ue. Apart from the possibility of 


Glenn Moore on 

tonight's challenge 
to the last British 
club left in Europe 

the dispute spreading to the 
airports - and preventing their 
post-match return tomght-Jfor- 
est are more worried about thar 
four strikers than France’s &00Q- 
With Bryan Roy injured, 
Kevin Gampbefl iD, aid Andrea 
Sitenfl still struggling to find 
form, they are hoping Jason Lee 
win be fit enough to lead the at- 
tack. Lee has missed -three 
games, in dobing the first leg 
which Forest won 1-0, with a 
thigh injury. “He has a chance/* 


said dark last night, “it depends 
how he reacts to training." 

Forest’s progress has been 
characterised by defensive so-, 
r — they have conceded two 
; in five games - but Clark 
tfe are looking to 
scene. If we get one they will 
have to score three and I can- 
not see them doing that" 

. . dark win not reveal his hand 
but Sflenzi is only likely to play 
if Lee is unfit Either Paul Mo- 
Gregor, who scored the first-leg 
winner, or Stephen Howe (who 
created it) may then be en- 
trusted with the linking role. 
Neither has made half a dozen 
full appearances, bat Gaxksaid 
he was confident they could 
handle the occ a sion. 


The French will be without 
Flo rent Lavitie, who is sus- 
pended after being dismissed at 
the City Ground. Eric As- 
sadourian is expected tore turn 
to partner toe impressive 
er, Flarian Maurice, in 


Another tight match is en- 
visaged. *T would like us to be 
entertaining and expansive but 
we will we do whatever is re- 
quired," Clark added. “The 
next-round & not until March 
so if we get through we can put 
it on the back burner for a few 
months knowing it is some- 
thing to look forward to." 

If they do not, the European . 
competitions will be devoid of 
British interest until August... 


French players suspended after failing drug tests 


Three French players, including 
two internationals, have failed 
drug tests this season, the na- 
tional federation said yesterday. 

Claude Simonet, the federa- 
tion president, confirmed re- 
portsm the sports daily VEquipe 
about the three cases, but sug- 
gested so-called recreational 
drugs were involved and (hat 
there was no evidence to suggest 
players were trying to cheat. 

Bordeaux’s reserve goal- 
keeper/Franck Fori tan, was 
suspended for two months on 
Thursday, but no action has yet 
been taken against the other two 


players 

Stephan 


- Fabien Barthez and 
itephane Faille - pending the 
results of B sample tests. 

Simonet declined to say 
which drugs were involved. 
“There are two separate prob- 
lems. There are pliers who try 
to enhance foeir performances 
and others who axe victims of 
a habit of using banned sub- 
stances/* he said. “There is no 
widespread taking of perfor- 
mance-enhancing substances 
here. I don't think we are talk- 
ing about cheats in these cases.” 

Barthez, who failed his test 
after a league match in Nantes 


on 3 October, refused to com- 
ment The Monaco goalkeeper, 
who won die European Cup 
with Marseille two years ago* is 
cnnently second choice behind 
Bernard Lama in the national 
team. ... 

Faille, a modi- travelled in- 
ternational striker who has 
i in Portugal and 
:tte m Switzerland, retired., 
from the sport after failing a test 


ie- with 


tm 23 September, following a 
Second Division game- with 
Niort, but he told VEquipe his 
retirement was due to serious 
personal problems. 


Simonet said the B sample 
tests requested by both players 

had been taken and that the re- 
sults were expected this week. 

Fontan was found to be pos- 
itive after the Bordeaux v Mont- 
pellier match on 22 September; 
when he was selected for a 
random tea even though he was 
only on the substitutes* bench. 

Alain Affletou, the Bordeaux 
presid en t , said Fontan would 
not be paid for the two months 
of his suspension. “It’s unac- 
ceptable," he said. “I take this 
very badly because when you’re 
21 and a professional, you 


should be careful. By letting 
himself go at a party, he’s pe- 
nalised the team and damaged 
the reputation of the dub." 

Last year, another French 
player, Stephane Ziani of Bas- 
tia, was handed, a one-month 
suspended ban after failing a 
drug. test while playing for 
Nantes. Simonet said he was 
alarmed by the trend. M f think . 
we’re §oing to have to start a 


to protect their health,” he said. 
Tm giving this some thought. 
Well tackle the problem in (he 
new year." 


sffience," Ferdinand said. “To 
win things you have got to pull 
the best out of each other. Per- 
haps we didn’t do it against 
Wimbledon, but if we are going 
to win the championship we 
have to command toe best from 
each other week in, week out.” 
Ferdinand scored twice and 
make the other in the 3-3 draw 
against toe Dons on Sunday. 
“His performance was excep- 
tional and he scored two great 
strikers’ goals," Keegan said. 
“But his work all round of hold- 
ing up the ball and helping out 
in defence was just outstantong.” 

Roberts 
makes plea 
to McGhee 

Iwan Roberts yesterday did his 
bit to prevent Mark McGhee 
leaving Leicester City for the va- 
cant manager's chair at Wolves. 

As training went on as usu- 
al in McGhee's absence at Fil- 
bert Street, tbe-Leicester striker 
said: “It’s a big chance to man- 
age a chib like Wolves but the 
only thing they have that's su- 
perior to Leicester is their sta- 
dium. On- the field there’s no 
comparison.” 

Despite McGhee, 38 yester- 
day, having indicated , that he 
wants the job, Leicester have re- 
fused him permission to talk to 
Wolves. “I should have the 
right at least to hear what they 
. have to say so that I can make 
cry mind up," he said. 

The Premier League has 
pledged to give “full and due 
consideration” to any propos- 
al by Wimbledon - currently 
ground sharing with Crystal 
Palace - to move to Dublin. 

The Football Association 
voiced its concern when the 
scheme was originally suggest- 
ed, but Rkk Parry, the Premier 
League chief executive, said 
yesterday: “If Wimbledon do 
crane forward with a formal 
proposition we would give it fall 
and due consideration, as we 
would any innovative proposal" 

Alan Thompson, the Bolton 
midfielder, has been given a 
three-match ban after p assing 
21 disciplinary points. 
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sport 


Jack Rowell has always impressed 
me as a sensitive soul who conceals 
his shyness behind a certain brutal 

incilfcmfo 9nri a Gnmlr.~ 1 - --» 


Carling might seem harsh, as he has not been having 
times, but De Glanville is entitled to justice too 



qucntly confirmed bjrtJbe statements 
of some of the players concerned. 


a side who 

bdow their best but wbo 


J c U1C neaas oi ms 1 we 

heHas; would have won by25 pointeif Jod 
, Straps ^1 kick- 


Geoff Cooke, toihe-bestof-my-- 
knowledge, was uevdr.the object of 
the scorn of the mob. But then, 
Cooke’s team- had newer, I think; 
tost three matches io succession, a$ 
Rowell’s side have - r- against New 
Zealand, France and South Africa. 

confromSf by i^bette^ Jde^and a 
force namce in Jonah Loom. 
Against France, in the play-off for 
third place m-tfie World Gap, they -; 
didn't seem to be trying very bard: 
an impression which was subse-- 


„ — m ihat match: 
Good to e^ltent Maiiin Bay- 
field, Ben- Clarke, Lawrence Pal- 
kgKo, Phil de Glanvflle, Jeremy 
Guscott, Damian HopJey, Martin 
Johnson and Mark Regan. 


Jonathan CaDaid, Win Carting, Ja- 
'son Leonard, Andy Robinson and 
■Victor Ubogu. 

Boor to shocking: Mike Catt, 
Tim Rodber and Rory Underwood. 

Perhaps it l is a bit . unfair to ' 

Callard m the second 


place-kicked better than Stxansky, 
and in many other respects played 
a normal Callard game. Alas, be is 
able to stow a speed and penetra- 
tion with Bath which ehxde him with 
England. 

Paul Hull - perhaps the unluck- 
iest player in English rugby - has 
demonstrated these qualities at the 
highest level But he s not a recog- 
nised place-kicker. Mike Catt could 
assume these essential duties if he 
were retained at outside-half 

Alternatively, a place-kicking out- 
side half could be brought in, such 
as Paul Grayson or David Fears - 
unless he is in one of his sadly reg- 
ular states of injury. This would pro- 
vide the option of moving Catt to his 



ALAN WATKINS 


The difficulty is mainly self- 
inflicted. It arises from first play- 


ing Catt out of his chrb position, and 
in not securing adequate cover for 
Rob Andrew. Quite apart from his 
move lo Newcastle, it was evident 
that Andrew was going to retire be- 
fore long, yet little was done to pro- 
mote a successor. 


However, the rhreequarter 
prospects look brighter. Hopiey im- 
pressed the television viewers more, 
perhaps, than he did those who were 
at Twickenham. This was because 
his spirit and determination were ap- 
parent on the screen, whereas his 
lack of true pace was not. Still, those 
former qualities are not in such gen- 
erous supply that Rowell can afford 
to discard them. 

In the centre, there is now a dear 
case for playing the Bath combi- 
nation of De Glanville and Guscoti, 
whose return to something like 
their old form has not been cele- 
brated as joyfully as it should. To 
drop Carling might seem harsh, 
particularly as he has not been hav- 
ing the easiest of times lately, but 
then Dc Glanville c is entitled to 
justice too. 


Rory Underwood, great wing 
though he was, has been asleep once 
too often, ami should depart to make 
wav for either his brother. Tony, 
Adedayo Adehayo. Jon Sleight- 
holme. or that curiously neglected 
figure Steve Hackney. 

Unlike many observers. I did not 
think Bracken had a particularly bad 
game against South Africa. He has 
been criticised for always passing to 
Cam instead of kicking or making 
a break on his own. But scrum-halves 
are not there to be nursemaids. As 
Banv John once said to Gareth Ed- 
wards: “Just throw me the ball, and 
I'll catch it." 

With the forwards, the problem 

- as it always seems to be these days 

- is the precise composition of the 
back row. There is, admittedly, a lit- 
tle trouble in the front row too: a 


case for moving Leonard to tight 
head and bringing in Graham 
Rowmree or even Kevin Yates on 
the other side. But with Clarke now 
assured of his favourite spot, the 
flankers are the worry. 

I have never been able to under- 
stand why Wasps persist in playing 
Dallaglio at No 0. His speed, as he 
has shown in Sevens particularly, 
make him a natural No 7. 1 should 
have thought. Now ii turns out that 
he wants to play No 8. 

Happily. Robinson provided one 
more demonstration of the modem 
truth that in international rugby 
short flankers sink beneath the waves. 
I should bring in Dallaglio at No ? 
and give another chance To Steve Ojo- 
moh. who has nev er yet let England 
down, at No 6. Bui i do not expect 
Rowell to play the slightest attention. 
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Samoans 


Rugby Union 


STEVE BALE 


The auguries are inauspicious 
for 'Western Samoa when they 
play the North of England at 
Huddersfield’s McAlpine Sta- 
dium tonight, a match -that 
threatens to give the tourists' 
midweek team die sort of roast- 
ing they received in Scotland. 

The North haye a point to 
prove because they believe 


themselves underrepresented 
id have gh 


at England level and have giv- 
en a hostage to fortune by say- 
ing so, while the Samoans will 
field not a single one of the side 
who drew with Scotland. 


Since the same players were 
roundly thrashed by North mid 
Midlands, the weakest of the 
Scots districts, the fate that 
may lie in store at Britain’s 
Building of the Year hardly 
bears thinking about. “This 
tour is becoming a hffld expe- 
rience for us,” Bryan Williams, 
-Samoa's coach, sighed. 

'After' his side had beaten ' 
London list week, Williams 
gently conceded that scane of his . 
lesser players were not yet up 
to thetask of mtemational rug- " 
by, audit has to. be said that all 


To exacerbate the situation for 
the islanders, the North captain, 
Paul Johnson, yesterday em- 


phasised the divisional pride of 
the North-something that else- 
where has gpne out of fashion. 

The North’s particular beef 
against the England selectors is 
about the paucity of northern 
representation in the A- team 
vmo will play Samoa new Tues- 
day, University match day, a 
sensation heightened by the 
North’s success in this season's 
Divisional Championship. 

■Whichever of the North and 
Midlands wins the match be- 
tween them at Nottingham on 
Saturday will win the CIS tro- 
phy but the North have only 
two, compared with the South- 
West’s six, of the choice for the 
A game at Gateshead. “The 


up fro 
place 


No cash bluets for universities 


players are bound to be disap- 
pointed and 1 can sympathise 
with them,'’ Stan Bagsbaw, the 
North team secretary, said. 

Last night David Baldwin, the 
Sale lock, withdrew from the 
North team with a groin injury. 
Matthew Greenwood moved 
from the back row into the 
he reluctantly fills for 
Wasps, with Richard Arnold, 
Newcastle's New Zealander, 
coining into the back row. 

Meanwhile Swansea play 
Cashes, last season’s French 
Championship runneis-up in a 
critical European Cup game at 
St Helen’s tonight and will go 
out of the inaugural competition 
if they lose. Injuries mean the 
Swansea team cannot be fi- 
nalised untO a number of late fit- 
ness tests have been carried out 


NDRHTjM^(IIMHm^ !te£ 


The Oxbridge universities may 
be rugby imkHi’slast outposts of 
amateurism, but with the 114th' 
University match at Twi ckenham 
just aweekaway, they-with not 
a penny to pay m players’ wages 
- are coming it as never before, 
writes Steve Bale. 

Yesterday,- the captains were" ,- 
in London lohame tircirteamst 
with three oldBhies turnmgout 
for boftCWTAdnridCiiihnc’ 
as the Light Blues“defend 
Bowring Bowl next "Rit 
safe in the tnovrie<toe that 
tickets have already been sold. 

This wQl almost certainly 
mean a world-record atten- 
dance for a dub match as well 
as al least £25(1000 gonjgto each: 
university from a gross match 
come ofJElnL.In addition, CT 
Bawring, lomarit the 20thyear 

raised 

contribution to £175,000; In 
1976, it began at £3,000 each. 

All of which makes flic Uni- 
versity. match an inexplicable 
phenomenon of modern sport. 


more so than ever since rugby 
went professional How ironic 
Brat itd^ to be said that the 
Students, cither training orptey- 
iag every day of the winter 
terix^ were - ute game’s only 
tree professtomls. . 

-- Yesterday^ selection . brh^s 
anrjaverdne Blue to the Cam- 
bridgc capfem, Steve Cottrell, 
wbowithdrewonthe morning 
of last year’s hatch with a Jeg-i 
! injircy; Bct Adrian fencer’s 
equally overdue rejnstateroent 7 
asdri^byunionarnateurcame 
‘ ttxj late for his induskm. v. ■- 
gained his Bine as a 
Hunting Cambridge’s 
epic 3994 victory, only lobe in- 
stantly suspended for a. year by 
thejRiigby Football Umouwhen 
it was discovered that he had 
■ pteyeda ample of rugby league", 
games for London Broncos. 

He was eventua% rgadmitted 
to rngby union before tinie when 
; tbe RJUkmdty consented to ac- 
cept a freegangway from rugbv 
league, although thefbixner An 
Black John Gallagher could 


have wished for the same treat- 
ment, instead of having to wait 

until fhemn ratrirhwTi ends at the 

end of the season. Spencer is 
likely to be on the bench again. 

IWWlfa p da M b ( Quee n s School paw- 
down. Dhxaan CM CapoTaw SBUntwcH U*f 
R Kefite); 5 Remit JHamxn IxutfitoDWgn A 
MmdMd), Qda Bnva (Pinmn Col Cw*Tomv 


QW^TmmUnkr&HBUoMnontatbolalonM I 
Pfte.SoiOmncUTt<&N*Misagkfl. *THnwB(Ban- 


bniVc tad, St Andrew'* Urw S. enpd; D 

hmi MmM M QmiA um 
B tf|RaaCraHMHBiiBH'04n|aM«dUSdiQCi 


lor (OneB), W Ormonwood tHaHopumn. r 
Johnson (OneO, on,J UaDInOor; R IHey 
(S»c). A Koala y tDmKK C BsHfwtn (W3te- 
tktcO.S DUtmood CSdfll.M Sholtoymhst 
Ksrttepoog,J ftnrisrCSaierl.MGroaawoad 
(VWupd. R Arnold (Newcastle). C Vyvyaa 
(Safa), N Asharst (Safe). 

WEST HARTLEPOOL: A Autajpwalo (Sub- 
utAT HHuhoMmS Imp SO- 
ut^KTcdewmala EcopaJ.F Fomtl 
C Bor nos (Unnerdty), M Vaoa (Martst); B 
Reidy (Mortst StPaoiUTit, O MataMJan 
(MoetB'a). Q Lota (Vsknosol, S Lamamoa 
(Scope), M airtwietio (Suburta. cate). L 
Ta’aJ* Irttoa, S Seetth (HthaA). H lo- 
poii fflhnstj. 

RofouMu I Ramoge [Bofwtefc-on-TV^etD. 


bchUd A Stmnuid KUk 0 NHOM QLAndwn 
ChtSrttamBiDww S al n ntio w aUn^ 


SwhorfcOJOTBaraaSdwit adhiAal 

Ounen^i Uonr Ontario & TeamaMH 
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A VMtan). N Bumob trweann CM Cope^ Towv 
StaOcntolch Unw a SlCrcM). *P Covney !Oon- 
■M Wood CoB HUav. CWk Ur* COB & Now 


down, wood Coe meo w . Com urw CoB & New 
CoAqM.1l RaWjr ^tOmnTi Sodod 3 rv. Tnrv 
^ Cm EUiBn A Sc Anne^), , *r VMwiey tw>- 
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ewtetwra- Attefh A KeNe). M Otstar CKjntfa 
| Canttftwiy &aiftnaxKiU. 

CMffiBBME: M Sl^er WpINfe, BdnoMJiWA 
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Cod A Sl EOnurers); *L Mooney tSt BonBaca’s 
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29.2m 


The annual income in ster- 
ling of the basketball player 
Michael Jordan - the world's 
highest-paid sportsman for 
the- fourth year in a row. Only 


| £2.6m comes from Ns salary 


atthe Chicago Bulls, the rest 


off-court earnings. 



Record breaker: Kansas City's Marcus Alien, who topped 10000 rushing yards against Oakland 


Photograph: Reuter 


Cowboys give critics more rope 


American football 


MATT TENCH 


The last time the Dallas Cow- 
boys lost at borne the local me- 
dia reacted with all tbe 


understanding of a spumed 
royal lover. It was all Barry's 


fault, they said, this being the 
same-Bariy Switzer that bad 
been in charge as the Cowboys 
had established themselves as 
the best team in the NFL. 

That defeat, three weeks ago 
to the San Francisco 49ers, was 
to the defending Super Bowl 
champions. Which makes you 
wonder tow the Texan press are 
going to take the Cowboys’ lat- 
est reverse, to the Washington 
Redskins, a team that has tak- 


en up a residency in the base- 
ment of the NFL East 
The 49ers' defeat was gen- 
erally put down to poor coach- 
ing with Switzer, who had no 
perience in the pros before re- 
placing Jimmy Johnson as head 
coach IS months ago, vilified as 
a country hick wbo was out- 


thought by those smart chaps of 
the San Francisco sideline. 

Thai caricature can be ex- 
pected to make a comeback this 
week, as the Cowboy camp fol- 
lowers seek to explain losing to 
a side they outshine in terras of 
talent in just about every de- 
partment 

Not that the result was a com- 
plete surprise. Nine weeks ago 
the Redskins became the first 
team to beat the Cowboys this 
year, a victory their head coach 
Norv Turner hoped would 
transform an ailing franchise. In 
fact the Redskins notched just 
one more win before travelling 
to Dallas on Sunday. Then his- 
tory repeated itself. 

■finner, who was the Cowboys 
offensive co-ordinaior as they 
won two Super Bowls, was cred- 
ited with the victory in October 


and was up to his tricks a g ain , de- 
t aef 


vising a defensive strategy that 
thwarted the revered Cowboys 
offense, while his attacking unit 
created enough running room for 
Terry Allen to rush for 98 yards 
and a pair of touchdowns. 


Despite reports that he would 
be out for a month following in- 
jury in his Iasi game, Emmitt 
Smith, the Cowboy running 
back, did play and indeed 
scored, which just goes to show 
that there are lies, damned lies 
and NFL medical bulletins. 

The Redskins look like be- 
coming the latest NFL team to 
move home, though their de- 
parture hardly ranks alongside 
some of the recent relocations. 
Jack Kent Cooke, the Cowboys 
owner, is thought to have signed 
an agreement to build a stadi- 
um in Maryland, five miles 
from their much-loved but eco- 
nomically obsolete RFK Stadi- 
um home in the nation’s capitaL 

The Cowboys retain the best 
record in their conference, but 
should they lose again and the 
San Francisco 49ers continue 
their winning streak to the end 
of the season, their meeting in 
the NFC Championship game 


third quarter by the visiting 
Buffalo Bills, when their line- 
backer Lee Woods U returned a 
fumble recovery 96 yards for a 
TD. Woodall, a rising star in an 
increasingly impressive defense, 
finished with 10 tackles, one 
sack, one forced fumble, one 
fumble recovery as well as his 
score - the seventh TD the 49er 
defense has scored this season. 
The only NFC team with a 


hope of challenging tbe 49ers 
and Cowboys are the Green Bay 


fa formality, surely) would take 


ay An 
than downtown Dallas. 

The 49ers were held until the 


Packers, for whom Brett Favre 
is performing weekly miracles. 
Rivre threw for three TDs as the 
Packers beat Cincinnati 24- 10. 

The Kansas City Chiefs and 
Pittsburgh Steelers won their di- 
visional titles in the AFC, with 
Marcus Alien entitled to a par- 
ticularly smug grin after the 
Chiefs 29-23 victory in Oakland. 
Allen was an ousianding running 
back for the Raiders before 
falling out big-time with the 
owner, Al Davis. He belied his 
35 years to rush for 134 yards to 
lessen Davis’s chances of an- 
other a Super BowJ this season. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Wigan aiming to bridge gap 


Ragfey Leagne 


Wigan are maintaining' an in- 
terest in signing one rugby union 
player and . staging a ground 1 * 
breaking contest against 15 oth- 
ers, writes Dave Badfield. The 
dub has bee&mprefimin 3 iy talks 

with Junto Tbtiti, a half-back and 
All Black sqtiad member. 

Wigan hare- also had ex- 
ploratory discuKsiankwijfcBath 
about a double-header that 
would bridge the gap-between 
the codes for thefi^jime since 
the wartime chalfengSbef!<^^ 
'*£ the two. Tbe adeswouldplaykt 
Bath under union rules ^amf 
meet at Old Ttaffordin a return 


i. Warrington's Gareth Davies, 
who has replaced Jonathan 
Davres in the centre following 
.las return to’ South ^ Whies, frac- 

tm-edhisdieekbanediiriBg the 
defeat by Sheffield Eagles on 
Sunday and will be out for the 
rest of the season. 

Salford, Oldham and Widaes 
have aB shown interest in the Hull 
prop, Tim Street, who is transfer- 
listed at £80,000. The only solid 
offer for tbe much-travelled for- 
ward has come from Charley. 

Hull say that it could be as 
long as a fortnight before they 
'announce their new coach, de- 


fixture in the 13^a-sicte forrtaL’ ' ; Si^worth has got the job. 


Brebant given i2Hmatch ban 


Ice hockey 


Rick Brebant, the Durham 
Wasps player-coach, has been 
banned for 12 matches for his 
part in an meufent which saw his 
Slough counterpart, Gary Ste- 
fan, suffer a facial injury on the 
ice, writes StewPfodter. 

Brebant, whowiDnot be al- 
Jowed to coach the team dur- 


was also given a severe repri- 
mand and wanted about his fix- 
ture conduct- - 


Having tom apart Nottifig- 
ham Pantfrqrs to win the Benson 

. & Hedges . Cop 5-2, Sheffield ■_ 
Steelers gave a repeat perfor- 
mance in the^ ^Piemier Diviaoti. 
against Slough Jets with a 14-3 
v^onSuiKfay. 

Panthers, in contrast, seemed ' 
hangover, letting a, 3-1 lead, 
against Fife Flyers slip to end m- 
a 7-7 draw. TheweekemTs air- 
prise result came from .Mihon 

Keynes King?, wtohadSbeffidd 

3-3 last week, drew 6-6. in, a 
(brining game with Durham.'. 


Pacific forced to withdraw 


Motor racing. 


Another Formula One dream 
was ended yesterday; when the 
Norfolk-based Pacific team 
pulled out of next season’s 
championship; tearing only\ II 
teams on tbe 5tartii£ writes 

Derick Ailsop. Pacific .strag- 
gled thr ough two seasons,, but 
it Is understood they were unr 
able to . meet tbe bud^et ie-; 
(pure merits stipulated by . the 
authorities and their with- 

drawal was not unexpected. ... 


The team said that defaults bn 
sponsorship payments left them 
jnaff'tirnaml^posirionaBdthat 

they would not be able to pro- 


overcome. new qualifying rules. 


dhector/said: “We have tried very 
hard tt> establish our position in 
formula One, but due to fee dff- 
ficufr financial position, we have 
not been abfe tojprogress. Our 

cash fiesvatoaem position have. 

been sketched to a point where 
I feelwecannot continue. 77 


Americas football 


WESTERN CONFERENCE 


Nn: Carafe* 13 tmflmapoBs 10; Green Bay 
24 Ctatnran 10: Miami 21 Manta 20; Mfr 
reams 31 Tampa Bar 17; Now EnOanS 17 
NBw0rlHsns31; NYJe»20StUxJS23; Fto- 
bug21 Houston 7; Data 17 MottnBbn 24; 
Dow 31 JKHKXwIto 23; OoMand 23 


MIDWEST DIVISION 


Utah. 


Koaatoa . 


.12 


Sac Antonio.. 


.12 


Damper — 5 

_3 

Vancouvar. 


AMERICAN FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 


MCmCDMSXM 


EASTERN DIVISION 

W L 

8 5 

i 7 G 

7 6 

NnrBtfM 5 8 


NY Jots 


J} 10 


Pf 

265 

256 

324 

229 

199 


FA 

260 

251 

281 

298 

318 


Saattla. 


.12 


LA Lakata ... 

Portland 

Pboontx — 
lAi 


GoUen State 6 


4 

.750 

_ 

4 

.750 

- 

4 

.692 

17* 

9 

.400 

6*6 

9 

■357 

e 

11 

314 

B 

15 

_H8 iovi 

4 

.750 

_ 

6 

.625 

2 

7 

.563 

3 

8 

.500 

4 

8 

.467 

4*1* 

9 

.438 

S 

10 

.375 

B 


GSAWLDManK 

J} A 

5 8 

5 8 

A 9 


Houston. 


,-3 ID 


318 

296 

280 

231 

220 


314 

277 


WESTERN DMfiHN 

City ™-l 12 

- A 5 

7 6 

San Oie0> — 6 7 

- 6 7 


BUOWESBR LEAGUE (Simdart: Thames vat- 
toy 96 Naucastfe 106. 

P W L PF PARTS 
I...JJ 9 2 965 796 18 
W..12 9 3 979 822 18 
10 8 2 88389616 

(tatvStona 12 6 6MBBMU612 

Laoparda 9 6 


Cricket 

Mark GteatbatcO and Shane Thomson 
have been left out ofihe New Zealand 
squad to play wdstan In the oneofffest 
This week. Martin Oc**/e ts injured wtule 
the AucWand batsman Craig Spearman 
and the all-munOer Nathan Astle are in 
the Tbst squad tor the first time. 

The wickaheeper Howard ‘Hopper 1 Lev- 
err. who played 142 matches for Kent 
between 1930 and 1947, has died at 
the age of 87. He took 283 catches, 
made 195 stumping; and played one 
Test for Eng and m Incba m 1933-34. 
Warwickshire have admitted to a delay 
in negtfanons to reappoint Deimot fteeve 
as captain tor a fourth yeac ft Is under- 
stood the 32 -year-old is seeking an Itn- 
pimemert in the captain's atowmee stfoar 
pretang up stxtmphiesin three seasons. 


Hockey 

Ha ClIP FUtb-mond ***: Beessan v GuftHom: 
Eaa GnnsteBd v WnUjt&don: Fnfaranei v T»d- 
dngo n; Ha«ni « EagpBS»re Old Lnughoonrani 
v Iicpra: Rcnmond v Reodne Stoufji v Can- 
SiOUfy; Southgatt v CwmocK fres n be p6yed 
Swdsy 21 Jani. 


Ice hockey 

BffTISH LEAGUE Pramler DhnskM (Sunder): 

Carol? 7 Bestrgadte 2. Outturn 6 Mttn 
Kejrws 6; Bh 7 Nmjnrtam 7: Humtiefods 9 
Newcastle C Skwsjl 3 §wlhdd 14. first Dtw- 
•kn (Suntlny): BrcicWiefl 8 tAettwrf 3; 
16BfiR0wn4;MLM3^«e)dlBMcWun7: Pao- 
ley 8Te0o>o 10: Po»moiou0i 0 Manchisw 7; 
SoBuO 4 Craknstoid 4: Swmdon S Gulatord 3. 
NHL; PnawcTia 6 Bostorr 1; Tanpa Bay 4 Pms- 
Duo0t S: Wnnong S Cafpsy 2i Cotoncb € Dot- 
to 7. 


CASTLE CUP (Hmi day of fare; Axt I 
battto Eastern Rrovmca 452 1 


t tor 3 dec and 139 
for 8 dec CKWessets 51; CHendeison 4-7U. 
Boland 326 and 109 far 4. Watch i 


NinONALTOOIBALL COHERENCE 
EASTERN DIVISION 
30 




3 826 774 12 
..._9 6 3 856 806 12 
.A 5 3 801 71710 
7 3P73 litre IQ 
78521009 8 
7 820 899 8 
6 838 889 6 
...J2 2 10 942 1079 4 
...12 2 10 922 lore 4 


TOUR MATCH (final day of kR IncMA 
A**»7- Tasmania 335 tor 4 and 273 tor 5 oec 


Rogfry League 

SAK CIO CHAUeWE CAP GeoeneMwto ikwe 
Sadaaeoriji v He»*m Wgan Si Bamcte * West 
Bowftn£ West Hui v Backsool Oadasm: St»- 
bL& v lasers Wbofann v Egfawrc East Mx»e 
v Lopt Manure; OUTtam Si Arnes u Thado Heaffr: 
ThomM w Hemet Hemosiaaa: lot* Lane w Bw- 


(T Daw B2nt>, Tucker 60no); Sn Lenta 369 and 
100 W2 C rt»»JU5*eie 61nol. MMdl tan 


ertry /7ies ro be ottyBd weeMsndtiflB-17 Dert. 


Football 


Bngnonjs FA Cup second-round r eplay 
id from 


74JPTR0IW (Sander); Sheffield ShaM 77 
MsKhester Gores 67 fS 


Tanpa Bay _ 

.WESTERN DIVISION 
Saa ft wtto r 9 


324 293 
331 310 
304 302 

205 257 


145 on 


‘ fStnffieM mm 158- 


Sharte v Wortnmg Bears flNfegaw 2«^ 


20 Dec!: London Tomes v Btowngnan 1 
lets (isi leg 12 Dec: 2nd lag 20 Dtx). Hnafc 
NEC, 13 


against FUham has been mewed i 
Tuesday, 12 December to Thursday 14 
December (7.45pm) because of Ine 
television covers^. 

WOMENS FA CUR RttMOond drwr iMmocfv 
MtUotza&x. Ooytton u CsrdS: Canav Raoew 
« Bony* bMOi Torn; Meson TrwwMCmalLj- 


Rngby Union 

LEBtSIER tv Pwayprtdd, H al nehan Cop. 
Ipadon e Road, luuuiuwj: C O'Shea lien- 
don hsnt: P Bam iQkl BeLedm. V cmngioni 

(St Man's CoB). KMcQrfOOri IBrdiw- Ftorgeraj. 


N Woods A McGowan, A Round tal BtaOvedk 
com: H Kirtv row VKSKvt. S Byrne, P WW- 
> (Doffi Blacwock CoB). B ffifney (Shannen). 


r). S Byrne, P WM- 


N Rwde (OK BeVederei, C Pin (Oto VArJry. 

' itSO i& 


eapO. S ttooney CLarertwne). V CosttSo I 
Mary's Cod). 


ravMaitoKWMonNAvCta&ee 
HudamJetov 


v Ewton: Wa Area 
|7is b be (tayed 31 Jar* 


a Lout*.. 


New QriMU — . — 6 


0 362 190 
0 298 287 
0 237 297 
0 241 257 
0 270 295 


Athletic* 

CAUPOMUA MlERNAnONM. MARATHON 
Mw 1 B Deacon (Cart) 2ftr Uirto»tt; 

2 PZinnwnwnfU 5 ) 2 J. 456 : 3 J 0 fM>Wig-a 

Wen) 221502. W mb bb s 1 M &&&& 
232?*S; 2 K MacLeod fSoo) £34:23; 3 M 
Tn#to(US)2^W6:4JCoa9gn02382S. 


BariwthaB 

MBA) Vancouver 9B KBwadrae 109: Tonfo- 
to 94 Mlari 112; New Yak 107 
ton 83; Ctevewid 108 Dates 107 tod: 
Portland 93 Ortento 82: LA lakers 104 

10CS»»96L • 


DtSIBtH COKBCENCE 


ATLANTIC DIVISION 

- W 

Mtam 11 

Orlando. 13 

L 

3 

4 

Be* 

.786 

.765 

a 

Vi 

N*wYortu_ — 

.—12 

4 

.750 

34 

N*W Jetsey_,~. 


8 

.467 

6 

WasUadDa. 


9 

.400 

8 


— 5 

- 9 

.357 

6 K» 

PMaMMi — 

2 

J 3 

443 

BMi 

CENTRAL DMSMN- 





OUcetfO. 


.33 


CteMtHMi. 


Charlotte. 
Detroit — 


»™7 10 
S 


11 

10 


867 . 

.583 4*6 
.438 6** 
.429 Vh 
.412 7 

.400 7 

353 8 

.333 8 


TODAY'S FIXTURES 


Football 

7.30 irtass stared 
UEFA CUP THRU ROUND SECOND 
Igon (Qt vNaHagpmn forest <U (8XQ_ 
Other tt«K BerAca t« v Brwm Mum* W> 
taOK wader &Bmerta*vPsV BnrBiawit CS 
ffiJO); Roma CO v Bran** OK Bawtonajl) 
v Serfle (1) a® Ians (0) v Stew Pta0« (Oj. 
ENDSLStM LEAfitlE FBIST MVBKW 

v Charttu f7-4S) — — — 


KtERUNK E XP MSa MOHJUn AILMNCEr 
SUanol v Mnoeo: Penrme v HnMey A9i- 
tenc; Riehsfi v Ctosertjan; snrfrtd v OUbuiy. 
£WS0N EASISN L6AOUE Praetor DtvWan: 
Hadteltf. * Sudbury UBrtdsme Tatrea v Haw- 
hH Wwttndfli v lMBham 17.45). 

NORTH fMSr COONRES LEAGUE FM DM- 
don: Boodr » Si Wes EastwOM Hantay v 
CUwnw (7.451: Mens Road v Da«*n; Seeoro 
vPewtm. 

ICMUE OF WALES laaCM) Cop Brat rand: 


Crewe VtMetolCMy- 


DHI.'S SCOmSH tEACUE BRST OMSKkK 
Dundee v tkanbarton 


QM VAUXHALL CONfiERONS! SpoWtog Q*- 
tenf Cap aaoaamuunttraranteflwo Baas 
v tSm Md (74St; Morecawbe v Aanrtdiam 
U45L 

BEAZER HOMES LEAflUE Ptefflter PWtriarc 
Haecne; v Sudbury Toun. Dr Martaae OufOei 
- Mac t01 


Bwtetonh v Mcw_(%n:auek- 
Wtoom Town v Cartoddgs C^r: OteMtoOT v 
aEuaar. Esestwn v Binon: Gnwsend v tew 


Battr- 


PONIMS LEA0UE Hat DMdrxc Stadtoum v 
Bafixtf(701ta>PrB^Mjnn£W;l*mCoun- 
tyvuvpea) m* Snafleic wsonesfoi vSheOakl 
Utd (7.0) (br Aunanm udo. Second Dhtdon 
Guttitoy v Preston i7.1S): Monrheser Coy v Hud 
Cfly (8.45): for Vale vCojermy (7.0). Third W- 
vMrnCnesarftetovRocMBte(70). 

AVON MSUMNCE COtBMNAnoN Hat DM- 
•taK IMS Horn vPMsmown (TXn 
HI KOUTH Ctf* Saond won* 0»am Atnteoc 
« ft* Cay (7JJ): OorWOounyvCteroBW rmck 


(7J)t Srenttort v E*ttrOty (7.0h PVwjuOin- 
Sh: v Q^o^h, 


tow BMton * HViddoy Tow Tonbndps v Fish- 
si; MhHrtooieb V FlML 

unmuiili LDirnr nnHnirn tt *^ 1 

vLavaMCQwdxnuthTintyvhtcMeyA^ 
Ms (jock v EasowodTonm: SporMintoorvOTv 
Igyi 

ICJ9tJEADOEintelDMeloicB*eiiOTvWljn- 

MwMadewvToei»a»idMia*arn. Bac oodW- 

^ OntoreSt Pour v 

vClwhure. ThW M»tato«Epwn and Ewrtv 

Watetaem H»e)te«vFiado^H0m»rv 

wCwaeo^MeefcABwdittTiwovhteld- 

Mtooed. Cartun Troptqr aacaod nwods CM 

v Hampton; MnctuyvOapron. 


Rugby Uokm 

HW NATIONS tWEKEN CUP Pool ft Swiv 
mb v Cadres (70). 

as wsurance ssaes tour haick Mwti- 

em Otesion r Wsiem S»noa J7J0) ra Huff- 
dnsfiekfi. 

REPRBSENtATIVE MATCH: PWffypeOi v New 
Zeawd Am^ (7.W. 

CLUB MMtWto Bony Hd v AMnOery t7 JOB 
Cross Keys * Twwnjf (7.0). 


Other sports 

iwaNfcrtm«tai{i2J0fcPiirpwi!i2.i5;. 


Skiing 

WORLD CUP Woman's downMtt (Lafc* Loetea, 
Cm. Sunky); 1 P Soeet IU5). 1mm aeAlwc 
2 K 5san0s IGM U27.00: 3 WZerensiap HUl 
L2750; 4 B Pser <«/ 137.52: S M Sunr 
■iter n u ae iSwUj 1375& 6 1 Kooner no 
1_T7£1_ 7 M Dortmeow (Auu U27.6& B= 
C MonUei (ft). B Gtocni Wuu 12T.68: 10 A 
Messrx» mi L276S. 'trkrtmrt lSPVMxq 
ISmi 138.07. Ovante World Cop ttmKanf 
(bISh three racoet 1 Stidnpr 180^ 2 Sow 
IDS! 124: 3 M Eft) (Ger) US. 


Squash 

CUH LA SAOTA BIB71SH UNDtt^ 

KtetSHP CNotboeiBm. Sonday): Men's final: 

M Barrec rrofoi u N Cugan (Bod*) 9-3 9-0 
9-0. VtoMtfB AMI C lasonui inqtMu M T 
ShBPKK (StsJtM 9-7 90 9-1 


Swimming 

Great Bntain ook two sto medals - Hert- 
tordshim's Neil WUiev tothe lOOm badt- 
snohe and tan Wilson of Leeds m the 
1500m freestyle - to double their 
medals tally on iheSnai day of the World 
Short Course Champtonships in Rio de 
Jeneiro on Sunday. 


Tombs 

Ernan's iamie Delete. Nick Goirid and 
Ancbew fbchaftJson, the three members 
of the UA taing squad fcfmed a weefc 
uider die American coach Peter Flem- 
ing, an won odes at the weekend. Del- 
^dalS,MjnontheUA£Sate*ffecrxn 
In Dubai: GouW. 23. on the Portuguese 
Sa&ftte CmaA In Faro; and Richardson, 
21 , MrtthedOLries at theAIPCTtalBTga' 
in Stovena with Marti Perehey, 
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FAX-U-BACK 
0336 41 6 295 


For a list of forthcoming 
Independent Special Reports, 
please fax the number above 
and press “start” when 
connected. Your fax machine 
will then print out our diary. 


Calls are charged at 39p per 
minute cheap rate, and 49p per 
minute at all other times. 
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MARADONA'S DREAM IS OVER 

More and more fans feet that his new hairstyle^ 
a yellow streak; the doling 



645 minutes, 492 balls, 185 




Atherton’s innings of 
his life saves England 


Cricket 


MARTIN JOHNSON 
reports from Johannesburg 
South Africa 332 and 346-9 dec 
England 200 and 351-5 
Match drawn 


Before this tour is out. Jack Rus- 
sel] is planning to take his 
paints and easel out to the old 
colonial garrison at Rorke's 
Drift, but as far as he and 
Michael Atherton are now con- 
cerned, they have already been 
there and picked up their VCs. 

This was bebind-the-sand- 
bag heroism on an epic scale, 
and it was just about possible to 
close your eyes yesterday and 
imagine Ivor Emmanuel in his 
tattered tunic, belting out a 
chorus of “Men of Harlech.” 

When Ted Dexter was the 
CO, he liked his men buttoned 
to the neck and clean-shaven, 
but if Atherton was grimy and 
bestubbled last night, he could 
justifiably claim that his cheeks 
were baby-faced before he start- 
ed batting. 

Ten and three-quarter hours 
he held out after walking in to 
bat in an apparently hopeless 
cause on Monday morning, al- 
though even then it would not 
have been enough without Rus- 
sell’s four and a half hour sup- 
port at the other end. All too 
often Atherton has led from the 
front, and then looked around 
to find no one behind him. But 
not this time. 

Heaven only knows what a 
batsman thinks about for near- 
ly II hours, but you got the im- 
pression that it was neither his 
girlfriend’s impending arrival, 
nor what he was going to have 
for dinner. Atherton’s face was 
so screwed up in concentration 
it looked like a road map, and 
it was one of the finest rear- 
guard innings that can ever 
have been played. 

You would have given Lu- 
cifer’s cal more of a chance 
than England yesterday morning, 
setting off as they did from 167 


for 4, with Uk remaining six boors 
on the dock of far greater rele- 
vance than scoring another 312 
runs. .However, while 14,000 
people turned up at the start an- 
ticipating celebrating victory in 
this second Test sometime before 
lighting the Iundhtnne barbeques, 
most erf them bad trudged home 
long before South Africa finally 
threw in the toweL 

England, scarcely surpris- 
ingly, needed a certain amount 
of hick to survive, and by no 
means the least important fac- 
tor was that the pitch - despite 
its movable cracks - did not mis- 
behave anything like as badly as 

expected after that first morn- 
ing cock-up over the toss. 

Robin Smith had barely 
played himself back in yesterday 
morning when he survived a 
huge appeal for a catch behind 
off Allan Donald, Atherton gave 
a sharp chance to short leg off 
Donald on 99, and Russell had 
been in less than half an boor for 
5 when Meyrick Pringle spilled 
a routine return catch. 

Russell then proceeded to 
drive the South Africans half-way 
up the wall with that uniquely 
ugly method of his. While Ather- 
ton played the game property, 
with a bat apparently die width 
of a barn door, Russell did not 
give a hoot whether he used his 
equipment or not, and there 
were times when he appeared to 
be playing almost exclusively 
with the cheeks of his bottom. 

Much more of Russell in 
this series, and the South 
Africans will be less in need of 
a physio than a psychiatrist. 
Peering square-eyed behind 
sunglasses and a visor, Russell 
sand-crabbed across the crease, 
brought out the shovel shot 
whether he intended to play the 
ball or not, and, as Atherton 
said, played every delivery as 
though bus life depended on it. 

The feet that scoring runs was 
not uppermost in their mind s 
was pretty obvious from the sta- 
tistics. Atherton failed to score 
off 385 of the 492 balls he 
faced, as did Russell from 221 


Wanderers scoreboard 


(final Ehfiand won am) 
SOUTH AFRICA - First knags 332 (G 
Kretwi 110; DJCuflman 68: DGCorX 
5-84. D E MaKxAn 4-84). 

ENGLAND— Mhakiti 296 (R A Smith 
52). 

SOUffl ABOCA - Second Mags 3466 
doc(BMM(MBanlflQno,0 JCuSronCl. 
i N Rhodes 57; D G Co* 4-78) 


Mb 1-76 (SMH), 2-75 VtanpMi), 3-134 
(Itapo), 4-146 flit*). 6-232 {Sm*h}. 


(Onm&x: 1G7-4) 

"M A Attwnon not out 


(645 tUn. 492 MS, 28 feus) 
AJStBwanbMCMAn. 


-ins 


(88/7*1. 76baBs,4 fours) 

M R Rampiakart b McMBn. 

GP Thorpe Km bftmge. 


-38 


-17 


020(1*1, $4 baflb. 2 fcuntf 

OAHtehcWcharastubDonatfl A 

(19 mlo, 17 bats, 1 four) 

R A Smith c Poflock b Dorafcf M 

(133 mil. Ill bate, 8 fan) 
tR C Anacfl not ou 


Q76 nan, 235 Mb. 3 Anns) 
" ‘ (M,»Tj*J23T . 


W6V (7-0-240 
9-2-264) 2-2-0-13-0-10-0 6-1-39-14-2-30 
3-1-110 1-1-00), PUn*a 236621 (7*6) (5- 

0- 140 6-1-14-1 2-1-10 4-1.120 4-1-70 2- 

1- 4-0), poHock 26-13060 (nOS) (3-1-260 
5-2-30 5-2-100 4-0-190 6-2-11-0 3- 3-2- 
0 1-1-00). MdH&aa 23060-2 <r*9) (7-0- 
23-2 30-40 50-120 MM1-0). O f in 
5606-760 (54-10 6-1-140 6-1-90 6-2- 
80 2-060 20- 7 -33-0 7-400 1-100). 
Craft 6*34 (bne spoil), Kfeatm 6200 (1- 
10014-00). 

PIO0MK RRb *qc New beU o*0i MraQ3 
0 3924.2006 334 irtn, 824 hubs. 25ft 407 
n*M» 9640*00. iradc 2566 (Amman 119. 
Runes » 100 avas. 300: S09 rrta, 1283 
GMBR. T«K 311-5 CUMBD 159: RUKl 17) 
135 aw$. New bal token after 1 60 own at 
347-6. 360:638 n*a.3j63o«3.ll Hi I rWsI 
00 * 523pm, 084 muses nrafetog at 
Are ATM Mir, IS ows booled. 

Atherton BOe 150 mini, 304 Mb, 9 bum. 
100: 347 mins. 259 tails. 15 (bum. 
IW 609 n*a. 394 base. 23 feu*. 


-34 


Total [for S. 64g mfa. 168 ownrm) . — 351 Russet. 


TAtabsi.DBWranbKELlBtanbBR 
Mm of tbo natch: M A Ament* end R C 


of his 235. Even 'frevor BaDey 
might have considered 104 balls 
for eight runs between lunch 
and tea a bit of a grind, and bad 
Russell gone on to make a cen- 
tury at the rate be was going, be 
would have taken 16 and a half 
hours to get there. 

It was perhaps ironic that in 
the midst of all this trench war- 
fare, the only wicket to fall all 
day was to a full-blooded slash 
to third man by Smith. Howev- 
er, it is not easy to stop playing 
shots altogether even when yon 
cannot realistically win, and 
some of Atherton's strokeplay 
was delightful to watch. 

The opposition may not have 
thought so, judging from one or 
two pieces of dialogue going on 
out there, and neither <Hd Sonth 
Africa do themselves much cred- 
it by ignoring Atherton when he 
had been felled - nushoolring - 
by Pringfe. and had to call fora 
replacement helmet 

There is something in Ather- 
ton’s make-up, though, which 
makes him all the more focused 
when the cricket is not too 
chivalrous. You could persuade 
a male to budge more quickly 
when be is feeling bloodynnind- 
ed, and, purely by example, is 
helping England get rid of die 
one basic flaw that has charac- 
terised their Tfest cricket in re- 
cent years. If you cannot win, 
don't lose. 

Atherton was honest enough 
to admit that England had 
played “poorly” for four days, 
and would have to “sharpen up 
their act” if they were actually 
going to win matches rather 
than save them. “Putting South 
Africa in was the wrong deci- 
sion, ” he said, “and I felt I prob- 
ably owed the lads an innings 
after that” 

His chairman, however, was 
so delighted with him that last 
night Atherton might have 
achieved something even nxne 
improbable than hatting IQ and 
three-quarter hours, and had 
Raymond buy him a drink. 
Illingworth said: “It's not easy 
for a Yorkie to say this about a 
Lancastrian, but it was one of 
the great irmingt of all time. 
This is a big up for us, and it’s 
got to be a big down for South 
Africa.” 

South Africa, needless to say, 
did not quite see it that way. 
Hansie Grange, their captain, de- 
scribed Atherton’s innings as a 
“good knock”, which was a bit 
like saying that Mozart knocked 
out the odd catchy tune, and said 
that his team were “not disap- 
pointed” at the outcome. 

Atherton, though, is a man 
who looks at the enemy’s ex- 
pression rather than his dictio- 
nary, and Cronje’s declaration 
of buoyancy did not quite 
square with a pair of eyes that 
looked as though they had 
spent several days on a fish- 
monger’s slab. 
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ACROSS 


Key match - for Joan, say? 
(5i) 


(5 5) , 

6 Idiot takes in nothing of 
TV programme (4) 

9 Appropriate format for 
nocturne? (5,5) 

10 Sound of a measure of 
noise on line (4) 


24 One has point in rejecting 
European tip in outside 
cooking (4) 

25 Sage's mode of existence? 


26 


£)ne refusing to strike has, 


12 Wh wifi graduate taking cut 
finely adjusted (4-8) 


in short, gone to advice 
gjvers (4) 

27 Don’t try to use such an 
imprisoning (10) 


15 Contractors for Canary 
Wharf had this difficult 
task? (45) 

17 Drab uniform colour (5) 
28 Hiding place of endless 


19 


ufy a piece of wood 
Um — to verbal do’s 


and don'ts (9) 

20 The beginning of endless 
remark on budding materi- 
al ( 12 ) 


DOWN 

Liberal has abandoned the 
one kiteben 


7 Thke too much money 
when about to replenish 
battery (10) 

8 Thing for making founda- 
tions is stacked by the 
Thames? (4-6) 

11 Sailor could be late on 
joining Navy, a wffi-o’-the- 
wisp (4-1-7) 

13 Keep supply of diced 
things whicn cook needs? 



■ (?) means of gettn 
into correspondence " 
rn —-' ; no difference in 


the quality (5) 

) broken by 

i to taxi? Rub- 


Rib broken by vebide re- 
bish! (4-f-4) 


behind in 

16 The waging outof a dis- 
count (9) 

21 Thse in Burma pleases (5) 

22 King cuts into pastry to 
find fish (4) 

23 Abandoned socialist (4) 




Friend and 
foe salute 
captain 


Rtebd and foe joined forces last 
night to salute Mfte Atherton 
after the England captain had 
produced oto of the finest Tfest . 
.innings of all time,. 

Atherton, was at the crease 
forl5mintitcs_shortQfll tours 
white oompflmg his highest Tfest 
score to date. It earned a hug 
from Raymond IHingworth, al- 
though the — tongue 

m cheek- later insisted: “I jui 
gave top a gentle handshake, 
JhatfsafLb^ it was a tremen- .. 
dousperforinflDcelwboth Mike 
and JackjRnssell]. J 

■ Every member of the South Tg 
African team trooped into lie—; 
visitors’ dressing-room to con- ~ 
gatulate Atherton and his part- ^ 
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ner, Russell “Atherton'S innings, 
was one of the great rearguard , 
actions,” Bob Woolmer, the i 
South African coach, said. tt Our,. ; 
bowlers performed magnifi- V 
centiy, kept trying to the end, 2 . 
but you have to give him great >. 
credit.” - 

Atherton looked as though he 
could have carried on aD night .L 


if necessary. “I feel pretty fresh £ 
at file moment,'’ he said. 


“Thei; 

adrenalin Rows when yon 
out there, but I expect FU 
tired later on. 

‘Jack and 1 just took It 


livery 100 percent 
tion- He’s a player who’s 
frnmense concentration an 
played every ball as though hfi^' 
life depended on it” 

For Russell, in particular, 
defeat would have been almost 
too much to bear.^ The England 
mdeetkeepertookpartinasim- 
ihroparaaonwith Robin Smith 
against (he West Indies in Bar- 
bados neady six years ago which 
ended in failure. 

“I didn’t want to go through 
what happened there again,” 
Russell said. “We geed up each 
other and if one of us was 
looking a bit lazy we had a go 
at one another. We had a bit of 
hick, but we were determined 
to be there at file end. It’s great 
to save the game from the po- 
sition we were in.” 



Captain courageous: Mdiael Atherton acknowledges the applause 
crowd yesterday after reaching Ins century Photograph: 
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Other great 
actions in Test 
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1953 


Wdtson and Bailey 
foil’ the Aussies 


1974 


Amiss maHes'2.02 to 
dewWfest Indies ; •' . 


The obvious comparison to yesterday's ewents. 
Bigland, battfr^ again agpfost Lindwall, Mfllet; 
Jotoston and Benaud at Lonf s, 340 behfod. were 
73 for 4 when Trevor Bailey joined Willie Wat- 
son at 12.42 on the last day As a stand de- 
veioped the ration stopped. Test Match Special, 
on radio, had an audience of Diana-like pn> 
portkms. The pair defied Aistrafia for almost five 
hours, Vtetson scoifog 109, Bailey 71, unta feBfog 
wifo 40 mini4es rmsiring. En^anclthOo^i, were 
tote to hang on with three wickets standing. 


Ehgjatovrere 230 behtedvtften they 
agEdTStthti Wfest Irkfies atStoina 
and in danger at 1Q7 for 3. Dermts 
tad 570 minutes for his 262 not 
he had kwtoiabfefrefofoJmNo iQi 
who-scoredfour singles teiBmirtutes 

AAtest forfies had no tone toefrto^ 



1979 


l^vask^ 




1957 


Cowdrey and May v ' 
Ramadhin and Valentine 


The speH . of West indies’ spinning magicians 
Sonny Ramadhin and Alf Valentine still trans- 
Iked Engand when, at Edgbaston, captain Pel " 
ter May was joined by Colin Cowdrey in-arv.; 
historic partnership of 4il to secure a dravfcf- 
after Engand had batted again 288 
Ramadhin bowled a record 774 baRs in 
inning and was never again theinvinabtesor^v 
cerer. ...... 
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En^and, fop ^ - . • dia ^ u 


fcwfiangsrof fnod- < 


lutesttodi 


438 foVm in 500 mfo- 
•Butvres -it?. Ga^skar 
Sied 21^ k) 37Snwv 
fodtejieed- 
ts -Standirig. Enter lao 
raters he took 3 ,fbrl7 ihcfcid- 
rrixZZL The last raw tonedwSh 




osxfts were possfole. \fes, itwas adrancvV-: 




Captains’ innings 


1921 


Tennyson makes a 
single-handed defence 




1933 


pardinelMittfes ^ 
I West Indies 1 ( 



^vmg Er^ndwhat 

traTe: feabbdyfine. Learie 


The Hon Lionel Tennyson, grandson of Vic- -Dougas JaiXfinerlhe 
toria’s Poet Laureate, captained Hampshire 
(where the wickedreeper was his butler) and' 

England in three matches in a stormy series 
against all^conquering Australia. He split tus 
hand fielding at Leeds but insisted on bat- 
ting at No 9, driving,’ one-handed, the thun- 
derbolts of Jack Gregory and ted McDonald, ■ 
the Donald and MaJcom of their time, for an 
astonishing 63;. r ••• - 
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ratfledlbe 

a cutchihlk^aidfoft^ 

127, in cap tod pads .nohekrtt. m boc^g»ds: 


TTmwI) Tte"dl^- : — - 
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CPnWiilttd by Nnopapcr PMUo* FLC, » Ctasib Spare, Owmj Wtat Lmdcs B14 SDU sad nosed * Ifimr Qteur PnoL a 
Albaas Ro4 WnfBd . 
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Ja te tiniy' po5verhou^; v .' 
yotiV . .slightest Woyem^ 

^ Kfoeficis so effident that yraj wily' 

,ertsui® 
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